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III. THE MYSTERIES OF JESUS' PUBLIC LIFE
The baptism of Jesus535 Jesus' public life begins with his baptism by John
in the Jordan.228 John preaches "a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins".229 A crowd of sinners230 - tax collectors and soldiers,
Pharisees and Sadducees, and prostitutes - come to be baptized by him.
"Then Jesus appears." the Baptist hesitates, but Jesus insists and receives
baptism. Then the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, comes upon Jesus and
a voice from heaven proclaims, "This is my beloved Son."231 This is the
manifestation ("Epiphany") of Jesus as Messiah of Israel and Son of
God.536 The baptism of Jesus is on his part the acceptance and
inauguration of his mission as God's suffering Servant. He allows himself to
be numbered among sinners; he is already "the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world".232 Already he is anticipating the "baptism" of
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consents to this baptism of death for the remission of our sins.234 The:!

Father's voice responds to the Son's acceptance, prodaiming his entire::

delight in his Son.235 The Spirit whom Jesus possessed in fullness from his i

conception comes to "rest on him".236 Jesus will be the source of the Spirit |

for all mankind. At his baptism "the heavens were opened'237 - the::

heavens that Adam's sin had closed - and the waters were sanctified by the i1

descent of Jesus and the Spirit, a prelude to the new creation.537 Through !

. ; Baptism the Christian is sacramentally assimilated to Jesus, who in his own !

the,ra.ves — baptism anticipates his death and resurrection. the Christian must enter !

into this mystery of humble self-abasement and repentance, go down intoi:
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Pt S Al | newness of life":238Let us be buried with Christ by Baptism to rise with i

P T o d | him; let us go down with him to be raised with him; and let us rise with::

the world today, for all the him to be glorified with him.239Everything that happened to Christ lets us i

holy Souls in Purgatory, know that, after the bath of water, the Holy Spirit swoops down upon us !

for sinners everywhere, from high heaven and that, adopted by the Father's voice, we become sons !

for_ sinners in tI!e of God.240
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absolute evil. Pope Francis. ::Seek him in truth.
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Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40 :
R. (see 5) Commit your life to the Lord, and he will help you. ;
Trust in the LORD and do good, that you may dwell in the land and be fed in security. Take delight in the LORD, and he will grant you!
your heart's requests. :
R. Commit your life to the Lord, and he will help you. i
The LORD watches over the lives of the wholehearted; their inheritance lasts forever. They are not put to shame in an evil time; in days:
of famine they have plenty. '
R. Commit your life to the Lord, and he will help you. :
Turn from evil and do good, that you may abide forever; For the LORD loves what is right, and forsakes not his faithful ones. :
R. Commit your life to the Lord, and he will help you.
The salvation of the just is from the LORD; he is their refuge in time of distress. And the LORD helps them and delivers them; he!
delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because they take refuge in him. :
R. Commit your life to the Lord, and he will help you. i

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia. May I never boast except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me
and I to the world. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 9:30-37

Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a journey through Galilee, but he did not wish anyone to know about it. He was:
teaching his disciples and telling them, "The Son of Man is to be handed over to men and they will kill him, and three days after his:
death the Son of Man will rise." But they did not understand the saying, and they were afraid to question him. They came to Capermaum
and, once inside the house, he began to ask them, "What were you arguing about on the way?" But they remained silent. For they had!
been discussing among themselves on the way who was the greatest. Then he sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them, "If anyonei
wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all." Taking a child, he placed it in their midst, and putting his arms:
around it, he said to them, "Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not.
me but the One who sent me.' _-

Saint Ethelbert of Kent
Also known as Adilberct, A£thelberht, Aedilberct, Aethelberht, Aibert, Albert, Edilbertus

Son of Eormenric; great-grandson of Hengist, Saxon conqueror of Britain. Raised as a pagan worshipper of Odin. King;:
of Kent in 560. Defeated by Ceawlin of Wessex at the battle of Wimbledon in 568, ending his attempt to rule all of:
Britain. Married the Christian Bertha, daughter of Charibert, King of the Franks; they had three children, includingi
Saint Ethelburgh of Kent. Convert to Christianity, baptized by Saint Augustine of Canterbury in 597; his example led:
to the baptism of 10,000 of his countrymen within a few months, and he supported Augustine in his missionary Work'
with land, finances and influence. Issued the first written laws to the English people in 604. :
Born: 552
Died: 24 February 616 at Canterbury, England of natural causes, buried in the side chapel of Saint Martin in the!
abbey church of Saints Peter and Paul, relics later translated to Canterbury. '

Saint Praetexatus of Rouen
Also known as Pretextat, Pretextatus, Prix

Bishop of Rouen, France from 549, a position he held for 35 years. Because of his involvement in political intrigue,
the French king had him brought before a court of bishops on a charge of fomenting rebellion. Praetextatus denied:
the charges, but agreed to exile for several years instead of execution. He was formally reinstalled as bishop by the:
Council of Macon. Praetextatus continued correcting the queen and preaching against the evil practices of her regime, ;
encouraging the monarch to set a holy example. Instead, she had him assassinated. :
Died: murdered in 586 during moming prayers. E

Saint Sergius of Caesarea :
Also known as Sergius of Cappadocia, George, Georgi, Sergio, Syrgi :

Monk in Caesarea, Cappadocia. May have been a priest; records are unclear. He was one of a group of Christians:
assembled and ordered to make a sacrifice to idols during the persecutions of Diocletian; when the sacrificial fire!
went out, Sergius immediately claimed it was the work of the true God. He was immediately "tried" and executed by:!
order of the local governor. Martyr.

Died: c.306 in Caesarea, Cappadodia, relics translated to Ubeda, Spain.
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