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22 'But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons.'l This is 'the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God":2 God has visited his people. He has fulfilled the
promise he made to Abraham and his descendants. He acted far beyond all
expectation - he has sent his own 'beloved Son'.3423 We believe and
confess that Jesus of Nazareth, born a Jew of a daughter of Israel at
Bethlehem at the time of King Herod the Great and the emperor Caesar
Augustus, a carpenter by trade, who died crucified in Jerusalem under the
procurator Pontius Pilate during the reign of the emperor Tiberius, is the
eternal Son of God made man. He 'came from God'4 'descended from
heaven',5 and 'came in the flesh'.6 For 'the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father. . . and from his fullness have we all received,
grace upon grace.'7424 Moved by the grace of the Holy Spirit and drawn by
the Father, we believe in Jesus and confess: 'You are the Christ, the Son of
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built his Church.9"To preach. . . the unsearchable riches of Christ"10425
The transmission of the Christian faith consists primarily in proclaiming
Jesus Christ in order to lead others to faith in him. From the beginning, the
first disciples burned with the desire to proclaim Christ: "We cannot but
speak of what we have seen and heard."11 It and they invite people of
every era to enter into the joy of their communion with Christ:That which
was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands,
y ; concerning the word of life - the life was made manifest, and we saw it,
the,ra.ves — and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the
Father and was made manifest to us - that which we have seen and heard
“Eternal Father, I offer we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our
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1st Reading: Malachi 3:1-4

Thus says the Lord GOD: Lo, I am sending my messenger to prepare the

writing this that our joy may be complete.12
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R. Who is this king of glory?
It is the Lord! Lift up, O gates, your lintels; reach up, you ancient portals,
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! 2nd Reading: Hebrews 2:14-18 :
Since the children share in blood and flesh, Jesus likewise shared in them, that through death he might destroy the one who has the!
power of death, that is, the Devil, and free those who through fear of death had been subject to slavery all their life. Surely he did not!
help angels but rather the descendants of Abraham; therefore, he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every way, that he:
might be a merciful and faithful high priest before God to expiate the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested through what he
suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia. A light of revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord,!
and to offer the sacrlflce of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. Now there'
was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy:!
Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the:
Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard;
to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your!:
word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and
glory for your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and:
said to Mary his mother, “"Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted -
and you yourself a sword will pierce- so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the!:
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, !
and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And:
coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of:
Jerusalem. When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
The child grew and became strong filled with W|sdom and the favor of God was upon him.
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Saint Maria Domenica Mantovani
Also known as Mother Maria of the Immaculate

\ Eldest of four children born to Giovanni and Prudenza Zamperini, Maria grew up in a small farm village She received

' In her teens, Maria's parish priest and spiritual director, Blessed Giuseppe Nascimbeni, encouraged her to visit the!
sick, teach catechism, and become active in her parish work. On 8 December 1886, Maria made a private vow of:
virginity, and asked for Our Lady's guidance in how best fulfill her religious vocation. In 1892, Maria and Father:
Nascimbeni founded the Congregation of the Little Sisters of the Holy Family with four women; Maria took the name.
Mother Maria of the Immaculate, but everyone simply called her Mother. Their mission was to promote parish life and |
help the spiritual and material well-being of people in need, and Maria served as first Superior General, guiding the!
Congregation for the next 40 years. She was known for the depth and intensity of her prayer life, her devotlon to Our
Lady, and her gentle spiritual guidance to her sisters and the townspeople alike. Today the Little Sisters of the Hon.
Family work in Italy, Switzerland, Albania, Africa, Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, and Paraguay, serving children and|
youth, families, priests, the elderly and the disabled in parishes.

Born: 12 November 1862 in Castelletto di Brenzone, Italy

Died: 2 February 1934 in Castelletto di Brenzone, Italy of natural causes

Beatified: 27 April 2003 by Pope John Paul 1I, the beatification miracle involved the 6 March 1999 healing of a one-
day-old girl in Bahia Blanca, Argentina who fell from her hospital bed and received a head injury resulting in sever
brain damage and a coma

Canonized: 15 May 2022 by Pope Francis, the canonization miracle involved the healing of an 11 year old girl of:
"epileptic state of illness; coma; cardio- resplratory arrest; acute respiratory failure; infections in patient with!
myelomenigocele and derived hydrocephalus, lower limb paraplegia" in 2011 in Bahia Blanca, Argentina. :

.................................................................................................................................................................

Saint Maria Katharina Kasper
Also known as Catalina Kasper, Catherine Kasper, Maria Caterina Kasper

| Third of four children born to Heinrich Kasper and Katharina Fassel, poor but devout peasants; she had four half-
sisters from her father's first marriage. A happy, out-going child, Maria was an avid reader with a fondness for both:
the Bible and The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis. Health problems often kept her home from school, but!
there she learned to spin and weave. She worked with her parents in the fields, and when she could do it, earmned:
extra money by breaking stones for road construction. Maria she felt an early call to religious life, and would lead:
pilgrimages of other children to local Marian shrines. However, her father died when she was 21, one of her brothers;
when she was 22, and the family was left so poor that Maria had to stay to help them survive by selling her weaving. !
When her mother died, Maria felt she could finally follow her vocation, and with the approval of the bishop of:
Limburg, Germany, she started a small house with several friends who also felt the call. They became a formal.
association in 1845, and on 15 August 1851 they were established as the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, al
congregation dedicated to caring for the poor. Maria served as superior for five consecutive terms. The Handmaids:!
opened their first school in 1854, spread to the Netherands in 1859, received a decree of praise from Pope Pius IX on:
9 March 1860, and formal approval by Pope Leo XIII on 21 May 1890. Her order continues its good work today with:
690 sisters in 104 houses in Germany, the Netherlands, the United States, Mexico and India.

Born: 26 May 1820 in Dembach, Westerwaldkreis, Germany

Died: 2 February 1898 in Dernbach, Westerwaldkreis, Germany of complications following a heart attack on 27
January 1898, re-interred at the chapel of the motherhouse of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ in 1950

Beatified: 16 April 1978 by Pope Paul VI in Saint Peter's Square, Vatican City, Rome, Italy, the beatification miracle
involved the instantaneous cure of Sister Mary Herluka, a member of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, of severe
tuberculosis in September 1945

Canonized: 14 October 2018 by Pope Francis at Saint Peter's Basilica, Rome, Italy, the canonization miracle took
place in India in 2012

Patronage: Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.

Saint Adeloga of Kitzingen
Also known as Adela, Adaloja, Hadeloga

Frankish princess. Benedictine nun. Founded the Benedictine convent of Kitzingen in Franconia (part of modem:
Germany), and served as its first abbess. ;
Born: Frankish :
Died: c.745 of natural causes. i
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