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Reading: Acts 22:3-16

1 1st o 5
% iPaul addressed the people in these words: “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in i Why should T Confess? ;
i Cilicia, but brought up in this city. At the feet of Gamaliel I was educated" ;
W | strictly in our ancestral law and was zealous for God, just as all of you are:: Gallery E
‘itoday. I persecuted this Way to death, binding both men and women and-:ALtLdﬁ.S :
i1delivering them to prison. Even the high priest and the whole coundil of i1 Daily Reflections i
relders can testify on my behalf. For from them I even received letters to the !} .hooks i
ibrothers and set out for Damascus to bring back to Jerusalem in chains for ! i

punishment those there as well. "On that journey as I drew near to

Damascus, about noon a great light from the sky suddenly shone around B@m
me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why! =aints
are you persecuting me?’ I replied, ‘Who are you, sir?’ And he said to me, ‘I:: Songs

Abortion isn‘t a lesser evil, it's 1 d ! !
a crime. Taking one life to save ::light but did not hear the voice of the one who spoke to me. I asked, ‘What
another, that’s what the Mafia ::shall I do, sir?’ The Lord answered me, ‘Get up and go into Damascus, and

does. It's a crime. It's an ;i
absolute evil. Pope Erancis. ::there you will be told about everything appointed for you to do.” Since I

ram Jesus the Nazorean whom you are persecuting.” My companions saw the Testimonials
could see nothing because of the brightness of that light, I was led by hand
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i by my companions and entered Damascus. “A certain Ananias, a devout observer of the law, and highly spoken of by all the Jews who!
lived there, came to me and stood there and said, ‘Saul, my brother, regain your sight.” And at that very moment I regained my sight:
and saw him. Then he said, ‘The God of our ancestors designated you to know his will, to see the Righteous One, and to hear the sound;
of his voice; for you will be his witness before all to what you have seen and heard. Now, why delay? Get up and have yourself baptized

and your sins washed away, calling upon his name.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 117:1bc, 2

R. (Mark 16:15) Go out to all the world, and tell the Good News. or: R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Praise the LORD, all you nations; glorify him, all you peoples!

R. Go out to all the world, and tell the Good News. or: R. Alleluia, alleluia.

For steadfast is his kindness toward us, and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever.

R. Go out to all the world, and tell the Good News. or: R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia. I chose you from the world, to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 16:15-18

124

Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said to them: “Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature. Whoever believes
and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned. These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name;
they will drive out demons, they will speak new languages. They will pick up serpents with their hands, and if they drink any deadly,

1 thing, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Saint Dwynwen
Also known as Dwyn, Donwen, Donwenna, Dunwen 1

]
Beautiful, pious and virtuous daughter of the 5th century Welsh king, Brychan of Brecknock. A certain Maelon fell in:

love W|th her, and wished to marry her. Though Dwynwen returmned his love, her heart was set on becoming a nun,:
and she rejected him. She dreamt she was given a sweet drink which saved her from his attentions, but which turnedi
the poor young man to ice. Realising that Maelon couldn't help his love for her, she prayed that he be restored to life, :
that all lovers should find happiness, and that she never have the desire for marriage. Dwynwen became a nun and:
lived on Llanddwyn Island on the western coast of Ynys Mon (Anglesey), an area accessible only at low tide. Her well,
a fresh-water spring called Ffynnon Dwynwen, became a wishing well and place of pilgrimage, particularly for lovers:
because of the story above. The tradition grew that the eel in the well could foretell the future for lovers - ask!
questions and watch which way they turn. Women would scatter breadcrumbs on the surface, then lay her:
handkerchief on water's surface; if the eel disturbed it, her lover would be faithful. All this led to her connection with
animals, which eventually led to the tradition that her intercession could heal injured animals. There are churches!
dedicated to her in Wales and Cornwall. In recent years, her feast day has become increasingly popular among the!
Welsh with cards being sent just as on Valentine's Day, and her well continues to be a place of pilgrimage; there's a:
tradition that if the fish in the well are active when a couple visits, it's the sign of a faithful husband. :
Died: c.460 of natural causes i
Patronage: lovers (especially Welsh), sick animals. :

= Saint Poppo

Saint Ananias of Damascus '
A Christian in Damascus, Syria, Ananias received a vision of Jesus in which he was ordered to find Saul (aka Paul the!
Apostle). Ananias found Saul, blind and staggering into the city after his encounter with Christ on the road. He cured:
Saul of the blindness, baptized him into the faith, supported him while he prepared, and helped him begin his:
missionary work. Ananias evangelized in Damascus, then went on his own mission to Eleutheropolis. Martyr.
Died: 1st century in Eleutheropolis, a now-ruined village in Palestine.

Also known as Popon, Poppone

Bom to the Belgian nobility, the son of Tizekinus and Adalwif. His was a pious family; when Poppo was grown, his:
mother became a nun. Career soldier. Pilgrim to the Holy Lands in 1000, and then to Rome, Italy. While on the road !
late one night, a flame suddenly lit over his head, and his lance radiated a brilliant light. Poppo took this as a sign of!
the Holy Spirit, and started considering a religious vocation. Monk at the Saint Theirry monastery at Rheims, France:
in 1005. Beginning in 1008 he worked with Abbot Richard of Saint-Vanne to restore order and religious observance to |
several houses. Prior of the monastery of Saint Vaast in Arras, France in 1013. Prior at Vasloges, France in 1016.
Abbot-general for a large group of houses in Lotharingia (in modern France, Germany and Switzerland) in 1020.
Abbot of Stavelot-Malmédy in Belgium in 1021. The monastic revival he Ied spread to other houses, incuding:
Hautmont, Marchiennes, Saint Maximinus of Trier in Germany, and Saint Vaast in Arras in France. He practlced'
severe personal asceticism, cared nothing for literature, and lacked organization, but managed to bring order and:
devotion to his houses, eaming the love of his brothers and the laity. Unofficial counselor to emperor Saint Henry II:
on matters of faith, politics, and diplomacy. 5
Born: 978 at Flanders, Belgium :
Died: 25 January 1048 at Marchiennes, France of natural causes. :
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