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We dedicate this website to the Generous Heart of Mother Mary

Tuesday of the Second Week of Lent, February 27, 2024, Volume 172.

Today’s Bible Readings

3 O’ Clock Prayer
The Hour of Great Mercy
Prayers from the diary of 
Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the 
source of life gushed forth 
for souls and the ocean of 
mercy opened up for the 
whole world.

O Fountain of Life, 
unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole 
world and empty Yourself 
out upon us.

O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the 
Heart of Jesus as a 
fountain of mercy for us, I 
trust in You.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy on us and on 
the whole world. (3 times)

JESUS, King of mercy, I 
trust in You!

Amen.

Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it’s 
a crime. Taking one life to save 
another, that’s what the Mafia 
does. It’s a crime. It’s an 
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Prayer for all souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady to 
release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is said. 
The prayer was extend to 
include living sinners which 
would alleviate the indebted- 
ness accrued to them during 
their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all the 
holy Souls in Purgatory, 
for sinners everywhere, 
for sinners in the 
Universal Church, those in 
my own home and within 
my family. Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the Passion 
of Christ, which many times 
brought floods of tears to her
eyes. She did many 
penances, and Our Lady 
appeared to her many times. 
Her holy Soul passed away in 
1334. November 16th is her 
Feast Day.

Latin Rite
1st Reading: 
Is 1:10, 16-20
Responsorial Psalm: 
Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 
and 23
Gospel: Mt 23:1-12

Syro-Malabar Rite
1st Reading: 
2 Corinthians 9:1-5

Gospel: 
Mark 12:38-44
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Syro-Malankara Rite
1st Reading: 
Proverbs 3:1-12

Gospel: 
Mark 8:14-21

Meditation: Whoever Humbles Oneself Will Be Exalted
Who doesn't desire the praise and respect of others? We want others to see 
us at our best with all of our strengths and achievements - rather than at 
our worst with all of our faults and shortcomings. God sees us as we truly 
are - sinners and beggars always in need of his mercy, help, and guidance. 
The prophet Isaiah warned both the rulers and the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah to humbly listen and submit to God's teaching so they could 
learn to do good and to cease from evil (Isaiah 110,17). Jesus warned the 
scribes and Pharisees, the teachers and rulers of Israel, to teach and serve 
their people with humility and sincerity rather than with pride and self-
promotion. They went to great lengths to draw attention to their religious 
status and practices. In a way they wanted to be good models of observant 
Jews. "See how well we observe all the ritual rules and regulations of our 
religion!" In their misguided zeal for religion they sought recognition and 
honor for themselves rather than for God. They made the practice of their 
faith a burden rather than a joy for the people they were supposed to 
serve. True respect for God inclines us to humble ourselves and to submit 
to his wisdom and guidance. We cannot be taught by God unless we first 
learn to listen to his word and then obey his instruction. One Father and 
Teacher Was Jesus against calling anyone a rabbi, the Jewish title for a 
teacher of God's word (Matthew 23:7-8), or a father? The law of Moses in 
Scripture specifically instructed all fathers to be teachers and instructors for 
their children to help them understand and obey God's instructions 
(Deuteronomy 6:7)? Why did Jesus rebuke the scribes and Pharisees, the 
religious authorities of the Jewish people, in the presence of his disciples? 
Jesus wanted to warn both his own disciples and the religious leaders about 
the temptation to seek honors and titles that draw attention to ourselves in 
place of God and his word. Pride tempts us to put ourselves first above 
others. The Scriptures give ample warning about the danger of self-seeking 
pride: Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall 
(Proverbs 16:18). God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble 
(James 4:6; Proverbs 3:24). True humility Respect for God and for his 
ways inclines us to humility and to simplicity of heart - the willing readiness 
to seek the one true good who is God himself. What is the nature of true 
humility and why should we embrace it as essential for our lives? We can 
easily mistake humility as something demeaning or harmful to our sense of 
well-being and feeling good about ourselves. True humility is not feeling 
bad about yourself, or having a low opinion of yourself, or thinking of 
yourself as inferior to all others. True humility frees us from preoccupation 
with ourselves, whereas a low self-opinion tends to focus our attention on 
ourselves. Humility is truth in self-understanding and truth in action. 
Viewing ourselves honestly, with sober judgment, means seeing ourselves 
the way God sees us (Psalm 139:1-4). A humble person makes a realistic 
assessment of oneself without illusion or pretense to be something one is 
not. A truly humble person regards oneself neither smaller nor larger than 
one truly is. True humility frees us to be ourselves as God regards us and 
to avoid falling into despair and pride. A humble person does not want to 
wear a mask or put on a facade in order to look good to others. Such a 
person is not swayed by accidentals, such as fame, reputation, success, or 
failure. Do you know the joy of Christ-like humility and simplicity of heart? 
Humility is the queen or foundation of all the other virtues because it 
enables us to see and judge correctly, the way God sees. Humility helps us 
to be teachable so we can acquire true knowledge, wisdom, and an honest 
view of reality. It directs our energy, zeal, and will to give ourselves to 
something greater than ourselves. Humility frees us to love and serve 
others willingly and selflessly, for their own sake, rather than for our own. 
Paul the Apostle gives us the greatest example and model of humility in the 
person of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
and... who humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death 
on a cross (Philippians 2:7-8). Do you want to be a servant as Jesus loved 
and served others? The Lord Jesus gives us his heart - the heart of a 
servant who seeks the good of others and puts their interests first in his 
care and concern for them. Lord Jesus, you became a servant for my sake 
to set me free from the tyranny of selfish pride and self-concern. Teach me 
to be humble as you are humble and to love others generously with selfless 
service and kindness.

1st Reading: Is 1:10, 16-20
Hear the word of the LORD, princes of Sodom! Listen to the instruction of
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our God, people of Gomorrah! Wash yourselves clean! Put away your misdeeds from before my eyes; cease doing evil; learn to do good. 
Make justice your aim: redress the wronged, hear the orphan's plea, defend the widow. Come now, let us set things right, says the 
LORD: Though your sins be like scarlet, they may become white as snow; Though they be crimson red, they may become white as wool. 
If you are willing, and obey, you shall eat the good things of the land; But if you refuse and resist, the sword shall consume you: for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken!

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23
R. (23b) To the upright I will show the saving power of God. 
"Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you, for your burnt offerings are before me always. I take from your house no bullock, no goats out 
of your fold." 
R. To the upright I will show the saving power of God. 
"Why do you recite my statutes, and profess my covenant with your mouth, Though you hate discipline and cast my words behind you?" 
R. To the upright I will show the saving power of God. 
"When you do these things, shall I be deaf to it? Or do you think that I am like yourself? I will correct you by drawing them up before 
your eyes. He that offers praise as a sacrifice glorifies me; and to him that goes the right way I will show the salvation of God." 
R. To the upright I will show the saving power of God.

Verse Before the Gospel
Cast away from you all the crimes you have committed, says the LORD, and make for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.

Gospel: Mt 23:1-12
Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, "The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the chair of Moses. 
Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. For they preach but they do not practice. 
They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on people's shoulders, but they will not lift a finger to move them. All their works 
are performed to be seen. They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. They love places of honor at banquets, seats of 
honor in synagogues, greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation 'Rabbi.' As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.' You have but one 
teacher, and you are all brothers. Call no one on earth your father; you have but one Father in heaven. Do not be called 'Master'; you 
have but one master, the Christ. The greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted."

+918281778684 (Mission Prayer Whatsapp group) Facebook Page Email for Prayer Requests: mojcounselor@gmail.com
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Saint Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows
Also known as Francesco Possenti, Francis Possenti, Gabriel of the Blessed Virgin, Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother, 
Gabriel Possenti, Gabriel Marie Possenti, Gabriele dell'Addolorata 
 
One of thirteen children. After a youth devoted to the world and society, attending the theatre, chasing women and 
the hunt, he was led to the Passionist Order by Our Lady, making his profession on 22 September 1857. His life was 
not marked by great events or controversy, but given to prayer, sacrifice, and a devotion to Our Lady and the 
contemplation of her sorrows over the suffering of Jesus. Many miracles are attributed to him after his death. Cured 
Saint Gemma Galgani when she prayed for his intervention. Pope Benedict XV gave him as a pattern for young 
people. 
Born: 1 March 1838 at Assisi, Italy 
Died: 27 February 1862 at Abruzzi, Italy of tuberculosis 
Canonized: 13 May 1920 by Pope Benedict XV 
Patronage: Catholic Action, clerics, students, school children, young people in general, Abruzzi, Italy (proclaimed on 
1 June 1964 by Pope Paul VI).

Today’s Saints
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Saint Gregory of Narek
Also known as Grigor Narekatsi, Gregorio di Narek 

Additional Memorials 13 October (Armenian Church), Holy Translators Day (Armenian Apostolic Church) 
 
Grigor, the son of Bishop Khosrov Andzevatsi, was descended from a line of scholars and churchmen, and was 
educated by his father and Anania Vartabed, abbess of Narek monastery. He and both his brothers became monks as 
young men. Gregory excelled in music, astronomy, geometry, mathematics, literature and theology. He was ordained 
a priest in 977 in his mid-20's. He lived most of his life in the Narek monastery, where, for his entire adult life, he 
taught theology in the monastic school. His writings began with a commentary on the Song of Songs, which was 
commissioned by an Armenian prince, but continued through his life with letters, poems, hymns, music, and essays. 
Many of his prayers are included in the Divine Liturgy celebrated each Sunday in Armenian Churches around the 
world, and his masterpiece is considered to be his Book of Lamentations, which has a theme of man's separation from 
God, and his quest to reunite with Him; it has been translated into at least 30 languages. He is one of the greatest 
figures of medieval Armenian religious thought and literature, and has been declared a Doctor of the Universal 
Church. 
Born: c.950 in Andzevatsik, Kingdom of Vaspurakan, Armenia (in modern Turkey) 
Died: c.1005 at the monastery of Narek, on the southern shores of Lake Van, Armenia (in modern Turkey) of natural 
causes, buried in the Narek monastery, a chapel was built on his tomb, the monastery and chapel were destroyed by 
Turkish authorities in the mid-20th-century, and a mosque was built over the site 
Canonized: equipollent canonization and proclaimed a Doctor of the Universal Church on 12 April 2015 by Pope 
Francis at Saint Peter's Basilica, Rome, Italy.
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Saint Anne Line
Also known as Anne Higham, Anne Lyne 

Additional Memorial 25 October as one of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales 
 
Born the daughter of a wealthy and ardent Calvinist. When she and her brother converted to Catholicism, they were 
disowned and disinherited. Anne married another convert, Roger Line, who was soon arrested for attending Mass, 
then exiled to Flanders, Belgium where he died in 1594. When Father John Gerard established a house of refuge for 
priests in London, England, Anne was put in charge. Father Gerard was sent to the Tower of London, and then 
escaped in 1597. The authorities suspected Anne of hiding him, and she moved to another house, which became a 
rallying point for Catholics. On Candlemas, 1601, Father Francis Page was about to celebrate Mass there, when priest-
catchers broke in. Father Page quickly unvested and mingled with the others, but the altar was all the evidence 
needed to arrest Anne. She was tried, convicted and hanged for harbouring priests. Martyred with Blessed Mark 
Barkworth, and her friend Blessed Roger Filcock. 
Born: c.1565 at Dunmow, Essex, England as Anne Higham 
Died: hanged on 27 February 1601 at Tyburn, London, England 
Canonized: 25 October 1970 by Pope Paul VI 
Patronage: childless people, converts, widows.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064816505663
mailto:mojcounselor@gmail.com

