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Mission of Jesus, is a Non 
profitable, service oriented 
website, This site belongs to 
each and every Christian who 
view this website. This is our 
23rd Year of Service on the 
Web.

This site is been developed 
with the help of many of the 
Christian Brothers around the 
world, we do even invite you 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
to send us related information 
about your Testimonials and 
News letters so that we could 
add them into our website.
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Daily Highlights, Mass Readings, Daily Saints, Prayers...

We dedicate this website to the Generous Heart of Mother Mary

Third Day of the Octave of Christmas, December 27, 2023, Volume 170.

Today’s Bible Readings

3 O’ Clock Prayer
The Hour of Great Mercy
Prayers from the diary of 
Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the 
source of life gushed forth 
for souls and the ocean of 
mercy opened up for the 
whole world.

O Fountain of Life, 
unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole 
world and empty Yourself 
out upon us.

O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the 
Heart of Jesus as a 
fountain of mercy for us, I 
trust in You.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy on us and on 
the whole world. (3 times)

JESUS, King of mercy, I 
trust in You!

Amen.

Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it’s 
a crime. Taking one life to save 
another, that’s what the Mafia 
does. It’s a crime. It’s an 
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Prayer for all souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady to 
release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is said. 
The prayer was extend to 
include living sinners which 
would alleviate the indebted- 
ness accrued to them during 
their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all the 
holy Souls in Purgatory, 
for sinners everywhere, 
for sinners in the 
Universal Church, those in 
my own home and within 
my family. Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the Passion 
of Christ, which many times 
brought floods of tears to her
eyes. She did many 
penances, and Our Lady 
appeared to her many times. 
Her holy Soul passed away in 
1334. November 16th is her 
Feast Day.

Latin Rite
1st Reading: 
1 Jn 1:1-4
Responsorial Psalm: 
Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12

Gospel: Jn 20:1a and 2-
8

Syro-Malabar Rite
1st Reading: 
Romans 8:35-39

Gospel: 
John 21:20-24
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Syro-Malankara Rite
1st Reading: 
Hebrews 11:32-40

Gospel: 
Luke 2:15-19

Meditation: The Beloved Disciple
On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene ran and went to Simon Peter 
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have 
taken the Lord from the tomb, and we do not know where they put him.” 
So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. John 20:1–
3 It’s interesting that Saint John refers to himself as the disciple “whom 
Jesus loved.” Of course, Jesus loved all people. He loved all of the disciples. 
But in John’s Gospel, this unique title of the beloved disciple is given to 
John. Saint John the Apostle may be understood as this beloved disciple for 
many reasons. First, recall the special closeness and affection John shows 
Jesus at the Last Supper when John reclined next to Him. Recall, also, that 
it was John alone who stood at the foot of the Cross with Jesus’ mother and 
that Jesus entrusted His mother to John and John to His mother. And note 
in the passage above that it was John who first ran to the empty tomb as 
soon as Mary Magdalene revealed her discovery to him. Furthermore, many 
scholars believe John to be the youngest disciple. And as a younger 
disciple, he may have received special fatherly-like attention from our Lord. 
However, John may also be understood as the beloved disciple for another 
reason. Simply put, this is how John saw himself as he wrote his Gospel 
account. John may have done so because telling the story of Jesus’ life was 
deeply personal to him. His own love and affection for his Lord was the 
central and most consuming passion of his soul. And it appears that as 
John speaks of Jesus, and of his own encounters with Jesus, John was 
compelled to prayerfully ponder the holy and spiritual love that Jesus had 
for him. Thus, it appears that John could not speak of his encounters with 
our Lord without also identifying the divine love that united them. It’s as if 
every time his Gospel story spoke of an encounter he had with Jesus, John 
was overwhelmed by the simple fact that Jesus, the Son of God, the 
Messiah, knew him and loved him personally. And so he was compelled to 
state that fact over and over. In this case, it’s quite beautiful, on a spiritual 
level, to ponder John’s soul. He was clearly a man who was deeply touched 
by God in the Person of Jesus. And after Jesus ascended into Heaven, it 
appears that John’s holy love for Jesus only grew. As he went forth as an 
Apostle, preaching about the salvation that comes through his Savior and 
dear friend, he clearly grew closer to our Lord day by day. When John 
wrote his Gospel toward the end of his life, his heart was clearly aflame 
with divine love as he was intensely looking forward to being fully united 
with his Lord in Heaven. As we honor this unique and holy Apostle, reflect, 
today, upon the simple truth that you are also invited to share in the holy 
and intimate love shared by Jesus and Saint John. Ponder the fact that our 
Lord also loves you with perfect charity, intimacy and totality. If you can 
gaze upon the love in the heart of this beloved disciple, then you, too, can 
share in that love and become a beloved disciple yourself. 

My beloved Lord, the love You bestowed upon the disciple John was perfect 
in every way. After Your ascension into Heaven, You continued to deepen 
Your relationship with him, drawing him ever closer to Your Sacred Heart. 
Please pour forth upon me that same love and draw me into Your Heart so 
that I, too, will become Your beloved disciple. Saint John, pray for us.  
Jesus, I trust in You.

1st Reading: 1 Jn 1:1-4
Beloved: What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we looked upon and touched with our hands 
concerns the Word of life — for the life was made visible; we have seen it 
and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life that was with the Father 
and was made visible to us— what we have seen and heard we proclaim 
now to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; for our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing this so that 
our joy may be complete.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12
R. (12) Rejoice in the Lord, you just! 
The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice; let the many isles be glad. Clouds 
and darkness are around him, justice and judgment are the foundation of 
his throne. 
R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just! 
The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the LORD of all the
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X`

Saint John the Apostle
Also known as Apostle of Charity, Beloved Apostle, Beloved Disciple, Giovanni Evangelista, John the Divine, John the 
Evangelist, John the Theologian 

Additional Memorials 8 May (Greek Orthodox), 6 May (before the Latin gate) 
 
Son of Zebedee and Salome. Fisherman. Brother of Saint James the Greater, and called one of the Sons of Thunder. 
Disciple of Saint John the Baptist. Friend of Saint Peter the Apostle. Called by Jesus during the first year of His 
ministry, and traveled everywhere with Him, becoming so close as to be known as the beloved disciple. Took part in 
the Last Supper. The only one of the Twelve not to forsake the Saviour in the hour of His Passion, standing at the 
foot of the cross. Made guardian of Our Lady by Jesus, and he took her into his home. Upon hearing of the 
Resurrection, he was the first to reach the tomb; when he met the risen Lord at the lake of Tiberias, he was the first 
to recognize Him. During the era of the new Church, he worked in Jerusalem and at Ephesus. During Jesus' ministry, 
he tried to block a Samaritan from their group, but Jesus explained the open nature of the new Way, and he worked 
on that principle to found churches in Asia Minor and baptizing converts in Samaria. Imprisoned with Peter for 
preaching after Pentecost. Wrote the fourth Gospel, three Epistles, and possibly the Book of Revelation. Survived all 
his fellow apostles. 

Traditional stories: Emperor Dometian had him brought to Rome, beaten, poisoned, and thrown into a cauldron of 
boiling oil, but he stepped out unharmed and was banished to Patmos instead. This is commemorated by the feast of 
Saint John before the Latin Gate. 

When John was en route to preach in Asia, his ship was wrecked in a storm; all but John were cast ashore. John was 
assumed dead, but two weeks later the waves cast him ashore alive at the feet of his disciple Prochoros. 

When John denounced idol worship as demonic, followers of Artemis stoned him; the rocks turned and hit the 
throwers. 

He prayed in a temple of Artemis; fire from heaven killed 200 men who worshipped the idol. When the remaining 
group begged for mercy, he raised the 200 from the dead; they all converted and were baptized. 

Drove out a demon who had lived in a pagan temple for 249 years.
 
Aboard ship, he purified vessels of sea water for drinking. 

Ceonops, a magician, pretended to bring three dead people come to life; the "people" were actually demons who 
mimicked people so the magician could turn people away from Christ. Through prayer, John caused the magician to 
drown and the demons to vanish. 
 
Once a year his grave gave off a fragrant dust that cured the sick. 

Died: c.101 at Ephesus (in modern Turkey), a church was built over his tomb, which was later converted to a mosque 
Patronage: against burns; burn victims, against epilepsy, against foot problems, against hailstorms, against 
poisoning, art dealers, authors, writers, basket makers, bookbinders, booksellers, butchers, compositors, editors, 
engravers, friendships, glaziers, government officials, harvests, lithographers, notaries, painters, papermakers, 
printers, publishers, saddle makers, scholars, sculptors, tanners, theologians, typesetters, vintners, Asia Minor 
(proclaimed on 26 October 1914 by Pope Benedict XV), 6 dioceses, 7 cities.
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Saint Nicarete of Constantinople
Also known as Nicarete of Nicomedia, Niceras, Nikarete, Nicaretes 
 
Wealthy Byzantine noble woman who lived in Constantinople in private vows of chastity, and used her position to 
help the poor and sick. Close friend of Saint John Chrysostom, and was exiled with him. When the soldiers came to 
escort her from the city, and steal any money or jewels she was taking on the trip, they found she had nothing left - 
she had already given all her possessions to the poor. 

Born: 4th century Nicomedia, Bithynia, Asia Minor (modern Izmit, Turkey) 
Died: c.405 of natural causes.

Today’s Saints

X`

Saint Fabiola of Rome
Born to the Roman patrician class. Divorced from her first marriage after being abused by her adulterous husband. 
Widowed in second marriage. Friend of Saint Jerome, Saint Paula of Rome, and Saint Pammachius. Founded the first 
hospital in the west. Built a hospice in Porto Romano for the area poor and for sick pilgrims. After doing penance for 
her divorce, she re-entered communion with the Church by dispensation of Pope Saint Siricius. Pilgrim to the Holy 
Lands in 394 where she worked in a hospice in Bethlehem. Wanted to live as a hermit in Jerusalem, but never 
managed it. Saint Jerome wrote of her life. 
Born: 4th century in Rome, Italy 
Died: 399 in Rome, Italy of natural causes 
Patronage: difficult marriages, divorced people, victims of abuse, victims of adultery, victims of unfaithfulness, 
widows.

X`

earth. The heavens proclaim his justice, and all peoples see his glory. 
R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just! 
Light dawns for the just; and gladness, for the upright of heart. Be glad in the LORD, you just, and give thanks to his holy name. 
R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia. We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord; the glorious company of Apostles praise you. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Jn 20:1a and 2-8
On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, 
"They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we do not know where they put him." So Peter and the other disciple went out and came 
to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial 
cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the 
cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the one 
who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed.
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