Daily Highlights, Mass Readings, Daily Saints, Prayers...
Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent, Volume 170, December 20, 2023.

Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the
source of life gushed forth
for souls and the ocean of

Today’s Bible Readings :

mercy opened up for the Latin Rite Syro-Malabar Rite Syro-Malankara Rite
whole world. 1st Reading: 1st Reading: 1st Reading:
Is 7:10-14 1 Peter 2:1-10 Hebrews 12:1-3

O Fountain of Life,
unfathomable Divine
Mercy, envelop the whole
world and empty Yourself
out upon us.

: Responsorial Psalm:
i Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 Gospel:

Mark 3:31-35 John 1:6-13

Gospel: :

Gospel: Lk 1:26-38 5

O Blood and Water, which :

gushed forth from-the" i

Heart of Jesus asa =g
fountain of mercy for'us,

trust in You. N
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Holy: God, +|'bly ilnghty one,, :

§ Meditation: Hail, O Favored One, the Lord Is with You!
How does God reveal his favor to us? In the psalms we pray, "Lord, show

me a sign of your favor" (Psalm 86:17). In the OIld Testament God
performed many signs and miracles to demonstrate his love and mercy for
his people, such as their deliverance from slavery in Egypt and the
miraculous crossing of the Red sea on dry land (Psalm 78:43-53). When
Ahaz, king of Judah and heir to the throne of David (735 B.C.) was
surrounded by forces that threatened to destroy him and his people, God
offered him a sign to reassure him that God would not abandon the
promise he made to David and his descendants. King Ahaz, however, had
! lost hope in God and refused to ask for a sign of favor. God, nonetheless,
gave a sign to assure his people that he would indeed give them a Savior
who would rule with peace and righteousness (Isaiah 7:11ff). The new era
1 of salvation begins with the conception and birth of Jesus We see the
' fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy and the unfolding of God's plan of
i redemption in the events leading up to the Incarnation, the birth of the
i Messiah King. The new era of salvation begins with the miraculous
1 conception of Jesus in the womb of Mary. This child to be born is conceived
' by the gracious action of the Holy Spirit upon Mary, who finds favor with
i God (Luke 1:28). His kingdom will have no end As Eve was the mother of
i all humanity doomed to sin, now Mary becomes the mother of the new
i Adam who will father a new humanity by his grace (Romans 5:12-21). This
i child to be conceived in her womb is the fulfillment of all God's promises.

Holy Immortal One; »
'I-"|1ave ‘mercy- on us al
tl

hole world. (3 tif s)

He will be "great" and "Son of the Most High" and "King" and his name
shall be called "Jesus" (Luke 1:31-32), which means "the Lord saves." "He
will save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). The angel repeats to
Mary, the daughter of the house of David, the promise made to King David:
"The Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no
end" (2 Samuel 7:12-16, Isaiah 9:6-7, Luke 1:32-33). Mary is a true
hearer of the Word of God How does Mary respond to the word of God
i delivered by the angel Gabriel? She knows she is hearing something
i beyond human capability. It will surely take a miracle which surpasses all
i that God has done previously. Her question, "how shall this be, since I
have no husband" is not prompted by doubt or skepticism, but by

wonderment! She is a true hearer of the Word and she immediately
responds with faith and trust. Mary's prompt response of "yes" to the divine
message is a model of faith for all believers. Mary believed God's promises
even when they seemed impossible. She was full of grace because she
trusted that what God said was true and would be fulfilled. She was willing
and eager to do God's will, even if it seemed difficult or costly. Mary is the
"mother of God" because God becomes incarnate when he takes on flesh in
4 her womb. When we pray the Nicene Creed we state our confession of faith
S{aClTaagile S CICEIEY | 1 in this great mystery: "For us men and for our salvation he came down
LTI PRECERIARE RS VLR | | from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate of the
SIRIEERERIET CCTSERNIIIE | | virgin Mary, and was made man". If we say "yes" to God we can live a
z?dcm?;'ta;ifcg”;;i;ng i grace-filled life God gives us grace and he expects us to respond with the
brought floods of tears to her Bkl willingness, obedience, and heartfelt trust as Mary did. When God
» 11 commands he also gives the help, strength, and means to respond. We can

either yield to his grace or resist and go our own way. Do you believe in
. God's promises and do you yield to his grace? Heavenly Father, you offer

P ,SEd GWEMLN | us abundant grace, mercy, and forgiveness through your Son, Our Lord
1'6-""5-755 ' Jesus Christ. Help me to live a grace-filled life as Mary did by believing in

! your promises and by giving you my unqualified 'yes' to your will and plan

ﬂ
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“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all the
holy Souls in Purgatory,
for sinners everywhere,
for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in
my own home and within
my family. Amen.”

1st Readlng. Is 7:10-14 i
The LORD spoke to Ahaz: Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God; let it be !
deep as the nether world, or high as the sky! But Ahaz answered, "I will not
ask! I will not tempt the LORD!" Then Isaiah said: Listen, O house of David! !
Is it not enough for you to weary men, must you also weary my God? !
Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall conceive !
and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel. :

S

Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it's
a crime. Taking one life to save
another, that’s what the Mafia
does. It's a crime. It's an
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6
R. (see 7c and 10b) Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.
The LORD's are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in
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The Bible in one year:
December
01 Wisd of Sol 15-16, 1 Macc
15:1-15, 1 Pet 3, Ps 135:15-
21 02 Wisd of Sol 17-18, 1
Macc 15:16-41, 1 Pet 4-5, Ps
136:1-7 03 Wisd of Sol 19, 1
Macc 16, 2 Pet 1, Ps 136:8-14
04 Sirach Pro-3, 2 Macc 1:1-
11, 2 Pet 2, Ps 136:15-21 05

Sirach 4, 2 Macc 1:12-36, 2 Pet

3, Ps 136:22-26 06 Sirach 5-6,
2 Macc 2:1-15, 1 John 1, Ps
137 07 Sirach 7-8, 2 Macc
2:16-32, 1 John 2, Ps 138 08
Sirach 9-10, 2 Macc 3:1-24, 1
John 3, Ps 139:title-5 09 Sirach
11:1-14, Sirach 11:17-12:18,
2 Macc 3:25-40, 1 John 4, Ps
139:6-12 10 Sirach 13-14, 2
Macc 4:1-24, 1 John 5, Ps
139:13-19 11 Sirach 15:1-
16:14, Sirach 16:17-30, 2
Macc 4:25-50, 2 John, 3 John,
Ps 139:20-24 12 Sirach 17, 2
Macc 5:1-14, Jude, Ps
140:title-8 13 Sirach 18:1-
19:17, Sirach 19:20-30, 2
Macc 5:15-27, Rev 1, Ps
140:9-13 14 Sirach 20, 2 Macc
6, Rev 2:1-13, Ps 141 15
Sirach 21:1-22:8, Sirach
22:11-27, 2 Macc 7:1-17, Rev
2:14-29, Ps 142 16 Sirach 23-
24, 2 Macc 7:18-42, Rev 3-4,
Ps 143:title-3 17 Sirach 25:1-
26:18, Sirach 26:28-29, 2
Macc 8:1-15, Rev 5, Ps 143:4-
12 18 Sirach 27, 2 Macc 8:16-
36, Rev 6, Ps 144:title-4 19
Sirach 28-29, 2 Macc 9, Rev 7-
8, Ps 144:5-11 20 Sirach 30-
31, 2 Macc 10:1-10, Rev 9, Ps
144:12-15 21 Sirach 32-33, 2
Macc 10:11-38, Rev 10-11, Ps
145:title-9 22 Sirach 34-35, 2
Macc 11:1-13, Rev 12, Ps
145:10-16 23 Sirach 36-37, 2
Macc 11:14-38, Rev 13, Ps
145:17-21 24 Sirach 38, 2
Macc 12:1-15, Rev 14, Ps 146
25 Sirach 39, 2 Macc 12:16-45,
Rev 15-16, Ps 147:1-7 26
Sirach 40-41, 2 Macc 13:1-10,
Rev 17, Ps 147:8-14 27 Sirach
42-43, 2 Macc 13:11-26, Rev
18, Ps 147:15-20 28 Sirach
44-45, 2 Macc 14:1-25, Rev
19, Ps 148:1-8 29 Sirach 46—
47, 2 Macc 14:26-46, Rev 20,
Ps 148:9-14 30 Sirach 48-49,
2 Macc 15:1-19, Rev 21, Ps
149 31 Sirach 50-51, 2 Macc
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i Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD? or who may stand in his holy place? He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, who
i desires not what is vain.

' R. Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.

i He shall receive a blessing from the LORD, a reward from God his savior. Such is the race that seeks for him, that seeks the face of the
1 God of Jacob.

' R. Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.

i Alleluia

i R. Alleluia, alleluia. O Key of David, opening the gates of God's eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of darkness! R. Alleluia,
' alleluia.

i Gospel: Lk 1:26-38

i In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named
'Joseph of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you."

i But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting th|s mlght be. Then the angel said to her, "Do not be
:afraid Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.
i He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule
i over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end." But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no
:reIatlons with a man?" And the angel said to her in reply, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will |
i overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also
.concelved a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God." Mary :
: said, "Behold, I am the handmald of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. i

St. Philogonius i
Bishop of Antioch. Originally a lawyer in Antioch, Syria, Philogonius entered the Church after the death of his wife :
' and eventually became bishop of the city. He is noted for having been one of the first Church leaders to assail the |
evils of Arianism. He suffered imprisonment in the persecutions. St. John Chrysostom composed an extant panegyrici
to him. i
Feastday: December 20 ;
Died: 324. |

Saint Dominic of Silos
Also known as Domingo of Silos

Born to a peasant family, he worked as a shepherd in his youth. Benedictine monk at San Millan de Cogolla
monastery. Priest. Novice master. Prior of the house. Ordered by King Garcia III of Navarre to give him the
monastery's lands, Dominic refused, and with two of his brother monks was driven from the house by force. They :
i sought protection from King Ferdinand I of Old Castile. They found a new home in the San Sebastian monastery at.
i Silos, diocese of Burgos where Dominic was appointed abbot. Founded in 954, the house had fallen on hard times,
had only six monks, and was in terrible shape physically, financially and spiritually. He turned around the houses;
spiritual life, straightened out its finances, rebuilt its structure. The house was soon a spiritual center noted for book !
design, printed art, its gold and silver work, and charity to the local poor. The rebuilt abbey cloisters survive to today,
and are considered a great architectural treasure. Reported to heal by prayer. He got wealthy patrons to endow the
monastery, and raised funds to ransom Christians taken prisoner by the Moors. One of the most beloved of Spanish
saints, there were churches and monasteries dedicated to him as early as 1085, and the monastery he rebuilt is now
known as Saint Dominic's. Many miracles were attributed to his prayers after his death, especially with regard to
pregnancy. Dominic's abbatial staff was used to bless Spanish queens and was kept by their beds when they were in
labour. Blessed Joan de Aza de Guzman prayed at his shrine to conceive the child whom she called Dominic, after the
abbot of Silos, and who founded the Order of Preachers (the Dominicans).

Born: 1000 in Cafias (modern Rioja), Navarre, Spain

Died: 10 December 1073 in Silos, Spain of natural causes, on 5 January 1076 his body was translated to the
monastery church for veneration

Patronage against hydrophobia or rabies, against insects, against mad dogs, captives and prisoners, pregnant

Saint Ursncmus of Saint-Ursanne i
Friend of Saint Columbanus. Missionary to Switzerland. Built a monastery at Saint Ursanne in the Swiss Juras, and
served as its abbot. He could not bear wine nor those who served it to him. Venerated at Basel, Switzerland; !
Besancon, France; and Mainz, Germany.
Born: Irish i
Died: c.625 i
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