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We dedicate this website to the Generous Heart of Mother Mary

Sunday of the Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Volume 168, October 22, 2023.

Today’s Bible Readings

3 O’ Clock Prayer
The Hour of Great Mercy
Prayers from the diary of 
Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the 
source of life gushed forth 
for souls and the ocean of 
mercy opened up for the 
whole world.

O Fountain of Life, 
unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole 
world and empty Yourself 
out upon us.

O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the 
Heart of Jesus as a 
fountain of mercy for us, I 
trust in You.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy on us and on 
the whole world. (3 times)

JESUS, King of mercy, I 
trust in You!

Amen.

Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it’s
a crime. Taking one life to save
another, that’s what the Mafia
does. It’s a crime. It’s an
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Prayer for all souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady to
release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is said.
The prayer was extend to
include living sinners which
would alleviate the indebted-
ness accrued to them during
their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all the
holy Souls in Purgatory,
for sinners everywhere,
for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in
my own home and within
my family. Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the Passion
of Christ, which many times
brought floods of tears to her
eyes. She did many
penances, and Our Lady
appeared to her many times.
Her holy Soul passed away in
1334. November 16th is her
Feast Day.

Latin Rite
1st Reading:
Is 45:1, 4-6
Responsorial Psalm: 
Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-
10
2nd Reading: 1 Thes
1:1-5b
Gospel: Mt 22:15-21

Syro-Malabar Rite
1st Reading:
Deuteronomy 11:26-32
2nd Reading:
Isaiah 41:1-7
3rd Reading:
Galatians 5:16-26
Gospel: 
Luke 8:41-56

Resources 
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The Real Meaning of 
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Why should I Confess?
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Articles
Daily Reflections
E-books
Novena
Prayers
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Songs
Testimonials

Online Counseling

Live Channels
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Syro-Malankara Rite
1st Reading:
1 Corinthians 12:27-31

Gospel:
Matthew 6:25-34

Meditation: Give to God What Belongs to God
What do we owe God and our neighbor? Scripture tells us to give to
everyone whatever is their due and to "owe no one anything, except to
love one another" (Romans 13:6-8). The Jewish authorities sought to trap
Jesus in a religious-state issue. The Jews resented their foreign rulers and
despised paying taxes to Caesar. They posed a dilemma to test Jesus to
see if he was loyal to them and to their understanding of religion. If Jesus
answered that it was lawful to pay taxes to a pagan ruler, then he would
lose credibility with the Jewish nation who would regard him as a coward
and a friend of Caesar. If he said it was not lawful, then the Pharisees
would have grounds to report him to the Roman authorities as a political
trouble-maker and have him arrested.

Coins inscribe the owner's name and authority on them
Jesus avoided their trap by confronting them with the image of a coin.
Coinage in the ancient world had significant political power. Rulers issued
coins with their own image and inscription on them. In a certain sense the
coin was regarded as the personal property of the ruler. Where the coin
was valid the ruler held political sway over the people. Since the Jews used
the Roman currency, Jesus explained that what belonged to Caesar must
be given to Caesar.

We have been "stamped" with God's image and likeness
This story has another deeper meaning as well. We, too, have been
stamped with God's image since we are created in his own likeness - "God
created man in his own image ..male and female he created them"
(Genesis 1:26-27). We rightfully belong not to ourselves, but to God who
created us and redeemed us in the precious blood of his Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ (see 1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Paul the Apostle says that we are
to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God (Romans 12:1). Do you
acknowledge that your life and everything you possess belongs to God and
not to yourself? And do you give to God what rightfully belongs to him?

Lord, because you have made me, I owe you the whole of my love;
because you have redeemed me, I owe you the whole of myself; because
you have promised so much, I owe you all my being. Moreover, I owe you
as much more love than myself as you are greater than I, for whom you
gave yourself and to whom you promised yourself. I pray you, Lord, make
me taste by love what I taste by knowledge; let me know by love what I
know by understanding. I owe you more than my whole self, but I have no
more, and by myself I cannot render the whole of it to you. Draw me to
you, Lord, in the fullness of love. I am wholly yours by creation; make me
all yours, too, in love. (prayer of Anselm, 1033-1109 AD).

1st Reading: Is 45:1, 4-6
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus, whose right hand I grasp,
subduing nations before him, and making kings run in his service, opening
doors before him and leaving the gates unbarred: For the sake of Jacob, my
servant, of Israel, my chosen one, I have called you by your name, giving
you a title, though you knew me not. I am the LORD and there is no other,
there is no God besides me. It is I who arm you, though you know me not,
so that toward the rising and the setting of the sun people may know that
there is none besides me. I am the LORD, there is no other.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10
R. (7b) Give the Lord glory and honor.
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all you lands. Tell his glory
among the nations; among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
For great is the LORD and highly to be praised; awesome is he, beyond all
gods. For all the gods of the nations are things of nought, but the LORD
made the heavens.
R. (7b) Give the Lord glory and honor.
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all you lands. Tell his glory
among the nations; among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
For great is the LORD and highly to be praised; awesome is he, beyond all
gods. For all the gods of the nations are things of nought, but the LORD

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+11%3A26-32&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A1-7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A16-26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A41-56&version=NIV
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?p=3127
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?p=3130
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?p=3134
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?p=3134
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?p=3137
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?p=3124
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?cat=1
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?cat=66
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?cat=93
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?cat=49
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?cat=56
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?cat=68
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?p=2837
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?p=1
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?page_id=1808
https://missionofjesus.com/moj2/?page_id=11812
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A27-31&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A25-34&version=NIV


made the heavens.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
Give to the LORD, you families of nations, give to the LORD glory and praise; give to the LORD the glory due his name! Bring gifts, and
enter his courts.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
Worship the LORD, in holy attire; tremble before him, all the earth; say among the nations: The LORD is king, he governs the peoples
with equity.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
Give to the LORD, you families of nations, give to the LORD glory and praise; give to the LORD the glory due his name! Bring gifts, and
enter his courts.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
Worship the LORD, in holy attire; tremble before him, all the earth; say among the nations: The LORD is king, he governs the peoples
with equity.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.

2nd Reading: 1 Thes 1:1-5b
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to you and peace. We
give thanks to God always for all of you, remembering you in our prayers, unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of
love and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father, knowing, brothers and sisters loved by God, how you
were chosen. For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much conviction.

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia. Shine like lights in the world as you hold on to the word of life. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Mt 22:15-21
The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in speech. They sent their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying,
"Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. And you are not
concerned with anyone's opinion, for you do not regard a person's status. Tell us, then, what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the
census tax to Caesar or not?" Knowing their malice, Jesus said, "Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? Show me the coin that pays
the census tax." Then they handed him the Roman coin. He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose inscription?" They replied,
"Caesar's." At that he said to them, "Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God."

+918281778684 (Mission Prayer Whatsapp group) Facebook Page Email for Prayer Requests: mojcounselor@gmail.com

Pope Saint John Paul II
Also known as Karol Wojtyla, Juan Pablo II, John Paul the Great

For many years Karol believed God was calling him to the priesthood, and after surviving two nearly fatal accidents,
he responded to the call. He studied secretly during the German occupation of Poland, and was ordained on 1
November 1946. In these years he came to know and practice the teachings of Saint Louis Marie Montfort and Saint
John of the Cross. Earned his Doctorate in theology in 1948 at the Angelicum in Rome, Italy. Parish priest in the
Krakow diocese from 1948 to 1951. Studied philosophy at the Jagiellonian University at Krakow. Taught social ethics
at the Krakow Seminary from 1952 to 1958. In 1956 he became a professor at the University of Lublin. Venerable
Pope Pius XII appointed Wojtyla an auxiliary bishop in Krakow on 4 July 1958. Servant of God, Pope Paul VI
appointed him Archbishop of Krakow on 30 December 1963. Wojtyla proved himself a noble and trustworthy pastor in
the face of Communist persecution. A member of the prepatory commission, he attended all four sessions of Vatican
II; is said to have written Gaudium et spes, the document on the Church in the Modern World. He also played a
prominent role in the formulation of the Declaration on Religious Freedom. Following the Council, Pope Paul VI,
appointed Karol Wojtyla cardinal on 26 June 1967. In 1960 he published Love and Responsibility. Pope Paul VI,
delighted with its apologetical defense of the traditional Catholic teaching of marriage, relied extensively on
Archbishop Wojytla's counsel in writing Humanae Vitae. In 1976 he was invited by Pope Paul VI to preach the lenten
sermons to the members of the Papal Household. In 1978, Archbishop Wojtyla became the first non-Italian pope
since Adrian VI. He took the name of his predecessors (John, Paul, John Paul) to emphasize his desire to continue the
reforms of Vatican II. John Paul II is the most traveled pope in history, having visited nearly every country in the
world which would receive him. As the Vicar of Christ he has consecrated each place that he has visited to the
Blessed Virgin Mary. On 13 May 1983 he went to Fatima to consecrate the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. He
later repeated the consecration of the world to Mary in union with all the Bishops of the Catholic Church, in fulfillment
of Our Lady's promises at Fatima. In 1995, Pope John Paul II began a lengthy catechisis on the Blessed Virgin Mary
during his weekly Angelus addresses, culminating with his instruction on Our Lady's active participation in the
Sacrifice of Calvary. This active participation of Our Lady at Calvary is called the co-redemption. Already in 1982 and
1985 he had used the term "corredemptrix" in reference to Our Lady in public addresses. This is significant, for he is
the first Pope to do so since Pope Benedict XV at whose prayer Our Lady came to Fatima to reveal Her Immaculate
Heart. Since the time of Pope Benedict XV, this terminology was under review by the Holy See; the present Pope's
usage is a confirmation of this traditional view of Mary's role in salvation history.
Born: 18 May 1920 as Karol Wojtyla at Wadowice, Poland
Papal Ascension: 16 October 1978
Died: 2 April 2005 at Rome, Italy of natural causes
Beatified: 1 May 2011 by Pope Benedict XVI at Rome, Italy, the beatification miracle involved the cure from
Parkinson's disease of a man in France
Canonized: 27 April 2014 by Pope Francis, the canonization miracle involved the healing of a Costa Rican woman
who suffered from a brain aneurysm
Patronage: World Meeting of Families 2015, World Youth Days.

Today’s Saints

Saint Abercius Marcellus
Also known as Abercius of Geropoli, Abercius of Hieropolis

Resident of Phrygia Salutaris. Bishop of Hierapolis (an area of modern southwestern Turkey). Active missionary in his
region. He was imprisoned for a period as a threat to civil order for opposing paganism. At age 72 he was summoned
to Rome, Italy to exorcise a demon from Lucilla, daughter of Emperor Marcus Aurelius; he succeeded, and then
returned to his see. He composed his own epitaph, making references of traditions still practised today. A Greek
hagiographer used the exorcism incident as a jumping off point to write a biography of Abercius. Lacking material and
details, the writer included incidents from the lives of other saints, and when that ran out, he added plain fiction.
Some have considered Abercius to be fictional, and much scholarship has been required to prove his existence and
extract the few facts about him that we know. Died c.200 of natural causes
Canonized: Pre-Congregation, venerated by the Greek Church since the 10th century.
Saint Alodia of Huesca
Sister of Saint Nunilo of Huesca, she was born to a Muslim father and Christian mother, and was raised Christian.
When her father died, her mother married another Muslim man who persecuted the girls, imprisoned them, and
turned them over to die during the persecution of Abdur Rahman II. Martyr.
Born: Huesca, Spain
Died: beheaded at Huesca, Spain in 851
Patronage: child abuse victims, martyrs, people ridiculed for their piety, runaways, unmarried lay-women.
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