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We dedicate this website to the Generous Heart of Mother Mary

Monday of the Twenty-sixth week in Ordinary Time, Volume 168, October 09, 2023.

Today’s Bible Readings

3 O’ Clock Prayer
The Hour of Great Mercy
Prayers from the diary of 
Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the 
source of life gushed forth 
for souls and the ocean of 
mercy opened up for the 
whole world.

O Fountain of Life, 
unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole 
world and empty Yourself 
out upon us.

O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the 
Heart of Jesus as a 
fountain of mercy for us, I 
trust in You.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy on us and on 
the whole world. (3 times)

JESUS, King of mercy, I 
trust in You!

Amen.

Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it’s
a crime. Taking one life to save
another, that’s what the Mafia
does. It’s a crime. It’s an
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Prayer for all souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady to
release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is said.
The prayer was extend to
include living sinners which
would alleviate the indebted-
ness accrued to them during
their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all the
holy Souls in Purgatory,
for sinners everywhere,
for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in
my own home and within
my family. Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the Passion
of Christ, which many times
brought floods of tears to her
eyes. She did many
penances, and Our Lady
appeared to her many times.
Her holy Soul passed away in
1334. November 16th is her
Feast Day.

Latin Rite
1st Reading:
Jon 1:1–2:1-2, 11
Responsorial Psalm: 
Jonah 2:3, 4, 5, 8 
2nd Reading: 
Phil 4:6-9
Gospel: Mt 21:33-43

Syro-Malabar Rite
1st Reading:
2 Timothy 2:8-13

Gospel: 
Mark 6:18-29
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Syro-Malankara Rite
1st Reading:
Romans 4:1-8

Gospel:
John 8:39-47

Meditation: Openness to the Gospel
There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test Jesus and said,
“Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Luke 10:25 The question
is very good. We should all seek to understand, with all our hearts, what
we must do to inherit eternal life. Of course the problem is that this scholar
of the law did not ask this question with sincerity and openness. Rather, he
asked Jesus this question to test our Lord. This scholar, as well as other
scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees and elders, was envious of Jesus and sought
to find fault with Him. This scholar appeared to be concerned that Jesus
was teaching contrary to the Law of Moses. But what does our Lord do? He
says nothing more than to put the question back to the scholar, asking
him, “What is written in the law? How do you read it?” The scholar answers
correctly, according to the Law of Moses, and Jesus responds to him, “You
have answered correctly; do this and you will live.” Thus, the test was
passed. What’s interesting and helpful to ponder in this exchange is the
way Jesus responds to this scholar. Because Jesus knew the scholar’s heart,
and because He knew that this scholar was not asking with humility and
openness, Jesus responded with great prudence, inviting the scholar of the
law himself to answer his own question. Though we are not able to read
another’s heart in the way our Lord did, we should learn a lesson from Him
on how to respond to others who have as their goal to trick, trap, test, and
twist our words if they disagree with us. This is especially important in
matters of faith and morality. If you are striving to live the Gospel with all
your heart and you encounter the “testing” of others as a result of the holy
life you are striving for, ponder Jesus’ actions here. Too often, when
another challenges us or tests us, we become defensive and even offended.
As a result, we can enter into arguments back and forth that bear little or
no fruit. Jesus did not argue. He did not allow this test to trip Him up.
Rather, He only offered responses that could not be doubted. Jesus knew
that this scholar was not interested in the deepest spiritual truths. He was
only interested in finding fault. Therefore, the deeper and fuller Gospel
message could not be offered. We should also learn from this passage the
importance of coming to Jesus with an open heart, sincerely seeking the
deepest spiritual answers to life. We ought never test Jesus. Instead, in
humility, we must believe that He is the source of all truth and that He has
every answer in life that we seek. Reflect, today, upon two things. First,
reflect upon how completely open you are to all that Jesus has to say. If
you were to ask our Lord this question, “What must I do to inherit eternal
life?,” what would Jesus say to you? Would He only be able to offer you
general answers in the form of questions? Or would Jesus see the open and
sincere nature of your heart and be able to speak in great depth and detail
to you? Second, reflect upon anyone with whom you constantly have to
defend yourself for the practice of your faith. If this is your experience,
perhaps reexamine your approach, realizing that the deepest pearls of your
faith should only be shared with those who are sincerely open and are
seeking to embrace them with all their heart. My deep and wise Lord, You
and You alone have every answer to life. You and You alone can reveal to
me all that I need to know in life so as to achieve holiness and fulfillment.
Please open my heart so that I can come to You with humility and sincerity,
open to all that You wish to reveal to me. Jesus, I trust in You.

1st Reading: Jon 1:1–2:1-2, 11
This is the word of the LORD that came to Jonah, son of Amittai: "Set out
for the great city of Nineveh, and preach against it; their wickedness has
come up before me." But Jonah made ready to flee to Tarshish away from
the LORD. He went down to Joppa, found a ship going to Tarshish, paid the
fare, and went aboard to journey with them to Tarshish, away from the
LORD. The LORD, however, hurled a violent wind upon the sea, and in the
furious tempest that arose the ship was on the point of breaking up. Then
the mariners became frightened and each one cried to his god. To lighten
the ship for themselves, they threw its cargo into the sea. Meanwhile, Jonah
had gone down into the hold of the ship, and lay there fast asleep. The
captain came to him and said, "What are you doing asleep? Rise up, call
upon your God! Perhaps God will be mindful of us so that we may not
perish." Then they said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots to find out
on whose account we have met with this misfortune." So they cast lots, and
thus singled out Jonah. "Tell us," they said, "what is your business? Where
do you come from? What is your country, and to what people do you
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belong?" Jonah answered them, "I am a Hebrew, I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land." Now the
men were seized with great fear and said to him, "How could you do such a thing!– They knew that he was fleeing from the LORD,
because he had told them.– They asked, "What shall we do with you, that the sea may quiet down for us?" For the sea was growing
more and more turbulent. Jonah said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea, that it may quiet down for you; since I know it is
because of me that this violent storm has come upon you." Still the men rowed hard to regain the land, but they could not, for the sea
grew ever more turbulent. Then they cried to the LORD: "We beseech you, O LORD, let us not perish for taking this man's life; do not
charge us with shedding innocent blood, for you, LORD, have done as you saw fit." Then they took Jonah and threw him into the sea,
and the sea's raging abated. Struck with great fear of the LORD, the men offered sacrifice and made vows to him. But the LORD sent a
large fish, that swallowed Jonah; and Jonah remained in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. From the belly of the fish
Jonah prayed to the LORD, his God. Then the LORD commanded the fish to spew Jonah upon the shore.

Responsorial Psalm: Jonah 2:3, 4, 5, 8
R. (cf. 7) You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord. 
Out of my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me; From the midst of the nether world I cried for help, and you heard my 
voice. 
R. You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord. 
For you cast me into the deep, into the heart of the sea, and the flood enveloped me; All your breakers and your billows passed over 
me. 
R. You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord. 
Then I said, "I am banished from your sight! yet would I again look upon your holy temple." 
R. You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord. 
When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the LORD; My prayer reached you in your holy temple. 
R. You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord.

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia. I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Lk 10:25-37
There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test Jesus and said, "Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus said to him,
"What is written in the law? How do you read it?" He said in reply, "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your
being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself." He replied to him, "You have answered correctly;
do this and you will live." But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Jesus replied, "A man
fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. A
priest happened to be going down that road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. Likewise a Levite came to the
place, and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with
compassion at the sight. He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on
his own animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with
the instruction, 'Take care of him. If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back.' Which of these
three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers' victim?" He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy." Jesus said to him,
"Go and do likewise."
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Saint John Leonardi
Also known as Giovanni Leonardi, Jean Leonardi

Worked as a pharmacist's apprentice while studying for the priesthood. After ordination on 22 December 1572, he
worked with prisoners and the sick. His example attracted some young laymen to assist him, most of whom became
priests themselves. This group formed Clerks Regular of the Mother of God of Lucca, a congregation of diocesan
priests which, for reasons having to do with the politics of the Reformation and an unfounded accusation that John
wanted to form the group for his own personal aggrandizement, provoked great opposition. The Clerks were
confirmed on 13 October 1595 by Pope Clement VIII, but John was exiled from Lucca for most of the rest of his life.
John was assisted in his exile by Saint Philip Neri, who gave him his quarters - and his pet cat! In 1579 he formed
the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, and published a compendium of Christian doctrine that remained in use until
the 19th century. He died from a disease caught while tending plague victims. By the deliberate policy of the founder,
the Clerks have never had more than 15 churches, and today form only a very small congregation. The arms of the
order are azure, Our Lady Assumed into Heaven; and its badge and seal the monogram of the Mother of God in
Greek characters.
Born: 1541 at Diecimo, Lucca, Italy
Died: 8 October 1609 at Rome, Italy of natural causes, buried in Santa Maria in Portico
Canonized: 17 April 1938 by Pope Pius XI.

Today’s Saints

Saint John Henry Newman
Educated at Ealing and Trinity College, Oxford. Chosen a fellow of Oriel College. Ordained an Anglican priest in 1824.
Curate of Saint Clement's, Oxford for two years. As he continued his studies he began to be influenced by Catholic
writers. Vicar of Saint Mary's in 1828. Resigned his position in 1832. Helped found and guide the Tractarian
Movement beginning in 1833. His writings grew more and more in sympathy with Catholicism, and he was forced to
resign his position at Saint Mary's. He claimed that his philosophy was a via media (middle way) between Catholicism
and Luthero-Calvinism, but he came to see that this idea was just a repetition of old heresies. In 1841 he lived in
seclusion with friends at Littlemore, reading, studying, and praying. In 1845 he joined the Catholic Church. Ordained
in Rome, Italy in 1846. Joined the Oratorians. Returned to England in 1847 where he lived in Maryvale, Cheadle,
Saint Ann's, Birminghan, and finally Edgbaston where he lived the bulk of his remaining 40 years. Founded the
London Oratory. Influential writer on matters of theology, philosophy, and apologetics bringing hundreds into the
Church; noted poet. Made an honorary fellow of Trinity College in 1878. Created cardinal in 1879 by Pope Leo XIII.
Born: 21 February 1801 at London, England
Died: 11 August 1890 at Edgbaston, Birmingham, West Midlands, England
of pneumonia
Beatified: Sunday 19 September 2010 by Pope Benedict XVI, recognition celebrated at an outdoor Mass in Coventry,
Diocese of Birmingham, England
Canonized: 13 October 2019 by Pope Francis at Saint Peter's Basilica, Rome, Italy, the miracle involved the healing
of a pregnant American woman from an life-threatening condition hemorrhage and blood-clot.
Saint Denis of Paris
Also known as Denis of France, Dennis, Denys, Dionysius

Missionary to Paris, France. First Bishop of Paris. His success roused the ire of local pagans, and he was imprisoned
by Roman governor. Martyred in the persecutions of Valerius with Saint Rusticus and Saint Eleutherius. Legends have
grown up around his torture and death, including one that has his body carrying his severed head some distance
from his execution site. Saint Genevieve built a basilica over his grave. His feast was added to the Roman Calendar in
1568 by Pope Saint Pius V, though it had been celebrated since 800. One of the Fourteen Holy Helpers.
Died: beheaded c.258 at Montmarte (= mount of martyrs), his corpse was thrown in the River Seine, but recovered
and buried later that night by his converts, relics at the monastery of Saint Denis
Patronage: against frenzy, against headaches, against hydrophobia or rabies, against strife, France, Paris, France,
possessed people.
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