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Today’s Bible Readings

3 O’ Clock Prayer
The Hour of Great Mercy
Prayers from the diary of 
Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the 
source of life gushed forth 
for souls and the ocean of 
mercy opened up for the 
whole world.

O Fountain of Life, 
unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole 
world and empty Yourself 
out upon us.

O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the 
Heart of Jesus as a 
fountain of mercy for us, I 
trust in You.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy on us and on 
the whole world. (3 times)

JESUS, King of mercy, I 
trust in You!

Amen.

Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it’s
a crime. Taking one life to save
another, that’s what the Mafia
does. It’s a crime. It’s an
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Prayer for all souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady to
release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is said.
The prayer was extend to
include living sinners which
would alleviate the indebted-
ness accrued to them during
their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all the
holy Souls in Purgatory,
for sinners everywhere,
for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in
my own home and within
my family. Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the Passion
of Christ, which many times
brought floods of tears to her
eyes. She did many
penances, and Our Lady
appeared to her many times.
Her holy Soul passed away in
1334. November 16th is her
Feast Day.

Latin Rite
1st Reading:
Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12
Responsorial Psalm: 
Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11

Gospel: Lk 10:1-12

Syro-Malabar Rite
1st Reading:
2 Timothy 3:1-7

Gospel: 
Matthew 8:1-4
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Syro-Malankara Rite
1st Reading:
Colossians 1:3-6

Gospel:
Luke 6:46-49

Meditation: The Kingdom of God Has Come near to You
What kind of harvest does the Lord want us to reap today for his kingdom?
When Jesus commissioned seventy of his disciples to go on mission, he
gave them a vision of a vast field that is ready to be harvested for the
kingdom of God. Jesus frequently used the image of a harvest to convey
the coming of God's reign on earth. The harvest is the fruition of much
labor and growth - beginning with the sowing of seeds, then growth to
maturity, and finally the reaping of fruit for the harvest.

God's word grows like a seed within us
In like manner, the word of God is sown in the hearts of receptive men and
women who hear his word, accept it with trust and obedience, and then
share the abundant fruit of God's word in their life with others. The harvest
Jesus had in mind was not only the gathering in of the people of Israel, but
all the peoples (and nations) of the world. John the Evangelist tells us that
"God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).

Be a sower of God's word of peace and mercy
What does Jesus mean when he says his disciples must be "lambs in the
midst of wolves"? The prophet Isaiah foretold a time when wolves and
lambs will dwell in peace (Isaiah 11:6 and 65:25). This certainly refers to
the second coming of the Lord Jesus when all will be united under the
Lordship of Jesus after he has put down his enemies and established the
reign of God over the heavens and the earth. In the meantime, the
disciples must expect opposition and persecution from those who would
oppose the Gospel. Jesus came to lay down his life for us, as our sacrificial
lamb, to atone for our sins and the sins of the world. We, in turn, must be
willing to offer our lives with gratitude and humble service for our Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are called to speak and witness in God's name
What is the significance of Jesus appointing seventy disciples to the
ministry of the word? Seventy was a significant number in biblical times.
Moses chose seventy elders to help him in the task of leading the people
through the wilderness. The Jewish Sanhedrin, the governing council for
the nation of Israel, was composed of seventy members. In Jesus' times
seventy was held to be the number of nations throughout the world. Jesus
commissioned the seventy to a two-fold task - to speak in his name and to
act with his power.

Jesus gave his disciples instructions for how they were to carry out their
ministry. They must go and serve as people without guile, full of charity
(selfless giving in love) and peace, and simplicity. They must give their full
attention to the proclamation of God's kingdom and not be diverted by
other lesser things. They must travel light - only take what was essential
and leave behind whatever would distract them - in order to concentrate on
the task of speaking the word of the God. They must do their work, not for
what they can get out of it, but for what they can give freely to others,
without expecting reward or payment. "Poverty of spirit" frees us from
greed and preoccupation with possessions and makes ample room for God's
provision. The Lord Jesus wants his disciples to be dependent on him and
not on themselves.

God gives us his life-giving word that we may have abundant life in him.
He wills to work in and through each of us for his glory. God shares his
word with us and he commissions us to speak it boldly and plainly to
others. Do you witness the truth and joy of the Gospel by word and
example to those around you?

Lord Jesus, may the joy and truth of the Gospel transform my life that I
may witness it to those around me. Grant that I may spread your truth and
merciful love wherever I go.

1st Reading: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12
The whole people gathered as one in the open space before the Water Gate,
and they called upon Ezra the scribe to bring forth the book of the law of
Moses which the LORD prescribed for Israel. On the first day of the seventh
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month, therefore, Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, which consisted of men, women, and those children old enough
to understand. Standing at one end of the open place that was before the Water Gate, he read out of the book from daybreak until
midday, in the presence of the men, the women, and those children old enough to understand; and all the people listened attentively to
the book of the law. Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the occasion. He opened the scroll so that all
the people might see it (for he was standing higher up than any of the people); and, as he opened it, all the people rose. Ezra blessed
the LORD, the great God, and all the people, their hands raised high, answered, "Amen, amen!" Then they bowed down and prostrated
themselves before the LORD, their faces to the ground. As the people remained in their places, Ezra read plainly from the book of the
law of God, interpreting it so that all could understand what was read. Then Nehemiah, that is, His Excellency, and Ezra the priest-scribe
and the Levites who were instructing the people said to all the people: "Today is holy to the LORD your God. Do not be sad, and do not
weep"– for all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the law. He said further: "Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks,
and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared; for today is holy to our LORD. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the
LORD must be your strength!" And the Levites quieted all the people, saying, "Hush, for today is holy, and you must not be saddened."
Then all the people went to eat and drink, to distribute portions, and to celebrate with great joy, for they understood the words that had
been expounded to them.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11
R. (9ab) The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.
The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul; The decree of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple.
R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.
The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The command of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eye;
R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.
The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; The ordinances of the LORD are true, all of them just.
R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.
They are more precious than gold, than a heap of purest gold; Sweeter also than syrup or honey from the comb.
R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia. The Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Lk 10:1-12
Jesus appointed seventy-two other disciples whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he intended to visit. He said to
them, "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest. Go on
your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; and greet no one along the
way. Into whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this household.' If a peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on him;
but if not, it will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves his payment.
Do not move about from one house to another. Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what is set before you, cure the
sick in it and say to them, 'The Kingdom of God is at hand for you.' Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you, go out into
the streets and say, 'The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even that we shake off against you.' Yet know this: the Kingdom of
God is at hand. I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom on that day than for that town."
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Saint Faustina Kowalska
Also known as Elena Kowalska, Faustina Kowalska, Helena Kowalska, Maria Faustina Kowalska, Sister Faustina, Sister
Maria Faustina of the Most Blessed Sacrament

Third of ten children, she attended only three years of school. As a teenager, she worked as a domestic servant for
other families. After being rejected by several religious orders, she became a nun in the Congregation of the Sisters
of Our Lady of Mercy in Warsaw, Poland on 1 August 1925; the Congregation is devoted to care and education of
troubled young women. She changed her name to Sister Maria Faustina of the Most Blessed Sacrament. During her
13 years in various houses, she was a cook, gardener, and porter. She had a special devotion to Mary Immaculate, to
the Sacrament, and to Reconciliation, which led to a deep mystical interior life. She began to have visions, receive
revelations, and experience hidden stigmata. She began recording these mystical experiences in a diary; being nearly
illiterate, it was written phonetically, without quotation marks or punctuation, and runs to nearly 700 pages. A bad
translation reached Rome in 1958, and was labelled heretical. However, when Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II)
became Archbishop of Krakow, he was besieged by requests for a reconsideration. He ordered a better translation
made, and Vatican authorities realized that instead of heresy, the work proclaimed God's love. It was published as
Divine Mercy in my Soul. In the 1930's, Sister Faustina received a message of mercy from Jesus that she was told to
spread throughout the world, a message of God's mercy to each person individually, and for humanity as a whole.
Jesus asked that a picture be painted of him with the inscription: "Jesus, I Trust in You." She was asked to be a
model of mercy to others, to live her entire life, in imitation of Christ's, as a sacrifice. She commissioned this painting
in 1935, showing a red and a white light shining from Christ's Sacred Heart. Apostles of Divine Mercy is a movement
of priests, religious, and lay people inspired by Faustina's experiences; they spread knowledge of the mystery of
Divine Mercy, and invoke God's mercy on sinners. Approved in 1996 by the Archdiocese of Krakow, it has spread to
29 countries.
Born: 25 August 1905 at Glogowiec, Poland as Elena (Helena) Kowalska
Died: 5 October 1938 at Krakow, Poland of tuberculosis
Beatified: 18 April 1993 by Pope John Paul II, her beatification miracle involved the cure of Maureen Digan who
suffered Milroy's disease, a hereditary form of lymphedema that cost her a leg
Canonized: 30 April 2000 by Pope John Paul II, her canonization miracle involved the cure of Father Ronald P.
Pytel's heart condition.

Today’s Saints

Saint Anna Schaeffer
Daughter of a poor carpenter. Anna dropped out of school at age 14 to work as a maid, and had hopes of a religious
vocation, but her father's death left her working to support the family, and she was a lifelong lay woman. In 1898
she received a vision of Christ who warned her that she had many years of pain ahead of her. She was paralyzed by
an industrial accident in 1901 when she fell into a vat of boiling water and lost the use of her legs. From her sick bed
she carried out an apostolate through correspondence. Known for her devotion to the Sacred Heart. May have
received the stigmata, but always tried to hide the signs of it.
Born: 18 February 1882 in Mindelstetten, Bavaria, Germany
Died: 5 October 1925 in Mindelstetten, Bavaria, Germany of natural causes
Canonized: 21 October 2012 by Pope Benedict XVI.

Saint Tranquilino Ubiarco Robles
Additional Memorial 21 May as one of the Martyrs of the Mexican Revolution

Priest in the archdiocese of Guadalajara, Mexico. During the persecutions of the Mexican Revolution he continued his
work in secret, celebrating Mass in private homes, and distributing Communion to covert Catholics. Martyred for
refusing to stop his pastoral work, having been caught celebrating a marriage Mass.
Born: 8 July 1899 in Zapotlán el Grande, diocese of Ciudad Guzmán, Jalisco, Mexico
Died: hanged from a tree on the morning of 5 October 1928 in front of the house where he had been celebrating
Mass in Tepatitlán, Jalisco, Mexico
Canonized: 21 May 2000 by Pope John Paul II.
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