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Today’s Bible Readings

3 O’ Clock Prayer
The Hour of Great Mercy
Prayers from the diary of 
Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the 
source of life gushed forth 
for souls and the ocean of 
mercy opened up for the 
whole world.

O Fountain of Life, 
unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole 
world and empty Yourself 
out upon us.

O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the 
Heart of Jesus as a 
fountain of mercy for us, I 
trust in You.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy on us and on 
the whole world. (3 times)

JESUS, King of mercy, I 
trust in You!

Amen.

Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it’s
a crime. Taking one life to save
another, that’s what the Mafia
does. It’s a crime. It’s an
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Prayer for all souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady to
release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is said.
The prayer was extend to
include living sinners which
would alleviate the indebted-
ness accrued to them during
their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all the
holy Souls in Purgatory,
for sinners everywhere,
for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in
my own home and within
my family. Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the Passion
of Christ, which many times
brought floods of tears to her
eyes. She did many
penances, and Our Lady
appeared to her many times.
Her holy Soul passed away in
1334. November 16th is her
Feast Day.

Latin Rite
1st Reading:
Ex 16:1-5, 9-15
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 
25-26, 27-28

Gospel: Mt 13:1-9

Syro-Malabar Rite
1st Reading:
Hebrews 11:8-12

Gospel:
Matthew 1:1-16
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Meditation: Since They Had No Root They Withered Away 
Are you hungry for God's word? Matthew tells us that Jesus taught many
things to those who came to listen and learn. Jesus' teaching method was a
very simple one. He used parables - short stories and images taken from
everyday life to convey hidden truths about the kingdom of God. Like a
skillful artist, Jesus painted evocative pictures with short and simple words.
A good image can speak more loudly and clearly than many words. Jesus
used the ordinary everyday images of life and nature to point to another
order of reality - hidden, yet visible to those who had "eyes to see" and
"ears to hear". Jesus communicated with pictures and stories, vivid
illustrations which captured the imaginations of his audience more
powerfully than an abstract presentation could. His parables are like buried
treasure waiting to be discovered (Matthew 13:44).

Sowing seeds that take root and grow
What does the parable about seeds and roots say to us about the kingdom
of God? Any farmer will attest to the importance of good soil for supplying
nutrients for growth. And how does a plant get the necessary food and
water it needs except by its roots? The Scriptures frequently use the image
of fruit-bearing plants or trees to convey the principle of spiritual life and
death. Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.
He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream,
and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not
anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit (Jeremiah
17:7-8; see also Psalm 1:3).

The shut mind and prejudiced hearer
Jesus' parable of the sower is aimed at the hearers of his word. There are
different ways of accepting God's word and they produce different kinds of
fruit accordingly. There is the prejudiced hearer who has a shut mind. Such
a person is unteachable and blind to what he or she doesn't want to hear.
Then there is the shallow hearer. He or she fails to think things out or think
them through; they lack depth. They may initially respond with an
emotional reaction; but when it wears off their mind wanders to something
else.

Too busy and preoccupied to listen
Another type of hearer is the person who has many interests or cares, but
who lacks the ability to hear or comprehend what is truly important. Such a
person is for ever too busy to pray or too preoccupied to study and
meditate on God's word. He or she may work so hard that they are too
tired to even think of anything else but their work. Then there is the one
whose mind is open. Such a person is at all times willing to listen and to
learn. He or she is never too proud or too busy to learn. They listen in
order to understand. God gives grace to those who hunger for his word that
they may understand his will and have the strength to live according to it.
Do you hunger for God's word?

Lord Jesus, faith in your word is the way to wisdom, and to ponder your
divine plan is to grow in the truth. Open my eyes to your deeds, and my
ears to the sound of your call, that I may understand your will for my life
and live according to it.
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Syro-Malankara Rite
1st Reading:
2 Corinthians 7:5-9

Gospel:
Luke 13:6-9

1st Reading: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15
The children of Israel set out from Elim, and came into the desert of Sin,
which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month
after their departure from the land of Egypt. Here in the desert the whole
assembly of the children of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The
children of Israel said to them, "Would that we had died at the LORD's
hand in the land of Egypt, as we sat by our fleshpots and ate our fill of
bread! But you had to lead us into this desert to make the whole
community die of famine!" Then the LORD said to Moses, "I will now rain
down bread from heaven for you. Each day the people are to go out and
gather their daily portion; thus will I test them, to see whether they follow
my instructions or not. On the sixth day, however, when they prepare what
they bring in, let it be twice as much as they gather on the other days."
Then Moses said to Aaron, "Tell the whole congregation of the children of
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Israel: Present yourselves before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling." When Aaron announced this to the whole assembly of the
children of Israel, they turned toward the desert, and lo, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud! The LORD spoke to Moses and
said, "I have heard the grumbling of the children of Israel. Tell them: In the evening twilight you shall eat flesh, and in the morning you
shall have your fill of bread, so that you may know that I, the LORD, am your God." In the evening quail came up and covered the
camp. In the morning a dew lay all about the camp, and when the dew evaporated, there on the surface of the desert were fine flakes
like hoarfrost on the ground. On seeing it, the children of Israel asked one another, "What is this?" for they did not know what it was.
But Moses told them, "This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat.”

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-26, 27-28
R. (24b) The Lord gave them bread from heaven.
They tempted God in their hearts by demanding the food they craved. Yes, they spoke against God, saying, "Can God spread a table in
the desert?"
R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven.
Yet he commanded the skies above and the doors of heaven he opened; He rained manna upon them for food and gave them heavenly
bread.
R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven.
Man ate the bread of angels, food he sent them in abundance. He stirred up the east wind in the heavens, and by his power brought on
the south wind.
R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven.
And he rained meat upon them like dust, and, like the sand of the sea, winged fowl, Which fell in the midst of their camp round about
their tents.
R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

Alleluia.
R. Alleluia, alleluia. The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; All who come to him will live for ever. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Mt 13:1-9
On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and
sat down, and the whole crowd stood along the shore. And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: "A sower went out to sow.
And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil. It sprang
up at once because the soil was not deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.
Whoever has ears ought to hear."

Today’s Saints

Saint Anne
Mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Grandmother of Jesus Christ. Wife of Saint Joachim. Probably well off. Tradition
says that Anne was quite elderly when Mary was born, and that she was their only child. The belief that Anne
remained a virgin in the conception and birth of Mary was condemned by the Vatican in 1677. Believed to have given
Mary to the service of the Temple when the girl was three years old. Devotion to her has been popular in the East
from the very early days of the Church; widespread devotion in the West began in the 16th century, but many
shrines have developed since.
Canonized: devotion is Pre-Congregation, cultus extended to the whole Church in 1584
Name Meaning gracious one; grace
Patronage: against poverty, against sterility or infertility, broommakers, cabinetmakers, carpenters, childless
people, equestrians, expectant mothers; pregnant women, grandmothers, grandparents, homemakers, horse men
and women, housewives; homemakers, lace makers or workers, lost articles, miners, mothers, old-clothes dealers,
poor people, pregnancy, riders, seamstresses, stablemen, turners, women in labour, Canada, France, Micmaqs, 4
dioceses, 18 cities.
Saint Joachim
Also known as Heli

Husband of Saint Anne, elderly father of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Grandfather of Jesus Christ. Probably well off.
Tradition says that while he was away from home, he and Anne each received a message from an angel that she was
pregnant. Believed to have given Mary to the service of the Temple when the girl was three years old. Joachim is
mentioned in neither historical nor canonical writings. The information we have on Joachim derives mainly from the
apocryphal Protoevangelium of James.
Born: Galilean
Died: the traditional tomb of Saint Anne and Saint Joachim was rediscovered in Jerusalem in 1889
Patronage: Adjuntas, Puerto Rico, fathers, grandfathers, grandparents.

Saint George Preca
Also known as Gorg Preca

Seventh in a Christian family of nine children, the son of Vincent Preco and Nathalie Ceravolo. His father was a
merchant and health inspector. George was a sickly child. Studied at the Lyceum and Major Seminary on Malta. A
severe respiratory ailment in seminary nearly killed him, but he recovered through the intercession of Saint Joseph.
While still a student, he began writing a Rule in Latin for use in a planned society of Permanent Deacons. Ordained 22
December 1906. After ordination he modified his concept of the society. He began teaching along the waterfront,
working with the roughest of men. He gathered a group of young male catechists, including the Servant of God
Ewgenju Borg, and they formed the beginning of the Society of Christian Doctrine at Hamrun, Malta in 1907. The
Society's motto is represented by the letters M.U.S.E.U.M.: Magister Utinam Sequator Evangelium Universus Mundus!
(Master, that the whole world would follow the Gospel!), and were dedicated to bringing the Bible and theology to lay
people and the working classes. Educating the working class was so revolutionary that Father George was accused of
insanity, and was once ordered to shut down his operation. He caused more uproar with his plan to educate lay men
and women, and send them out to proclaim God's word anywhere that would listen. Society catechist centers opened
in many parishes, teaching young and old, and giving children a place to stay out of trouble. Their teaching brought a
deeper understanding of the faith to people who simply went through the motions of devotions, often without
knowing why. The bishop of Malta approved the Society and its Rule in 1932. Father Preca taught and wrote in
Maltese, the language of the common people. From leaflets to books, George published approximately 150 works. He
had a special devotion to the Mystery of Incarnation. Popular preacher, sought after confessor, and believed to have
been a miraculous healer. The Society continues its work today with Centres in Malta, Australia, Sudan, Kenya, Peru,
Great Britain, and Albania.
Born: 12 February 1880 at Valletta, Malta
Died: evening of 26 July 1962 of natural causes at Santa Venera, Malta, relics near the Society's motherhouse at
Blata l-Bajda
Beatified: 9 May 2001 by Pope John Paul II, his beatification miracle involved the healing of an irreversibly detached
retina of a member of the Society
Canonized: 3 June 2007 by Pope Benedict XVI.
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