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Today’s Bible Readings

3 O’ Clock Prayer
The Hour of Great Mercy
Prayers from the diary of 
Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the 
source of life gushed forth 
for souls and the ocean of 
mercy opened up for the 
whole world.

O Fountain of Life, 
unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole 
world and empty Yourself 
out upon us.

O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the 
Heart of Jesus as a 
fountain of mercy for us, I 
trust in You.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy on us and on 
the whole world. (3 times)

JESUS, King of mercy, I 
trust in You!

Amen.

Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it’s
a crime. Taking one life to save
another, that’s what the Mafia
does. It’s a crime. It’s an
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Prayer for all souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady to
release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is said.
The prayer was extend to
include living sinners which
would alleviate the indebted-
ness accrued to them during
their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all the
holy Souls in Purgatory,
for sinners everywhere,
for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in
my own home and within
my family. Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the Passion
of Christ, which many times
brought floods of tears to her
eyes. She did many
penances, and Our Lady
appeared to her many times.
Her holy Soul passed away in
1334. November 16th is her
Feast Day.

Latin Rite
1st Reading:
Sgs 3:1-4b
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9

Gospel: Jn 20:1-2, 11-
18

Syro-Malabar Rite
1st Reading:
Romans 8:35-39

Gospel:
John 20:1-18
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Meditation: Until Jesus Brings Justice to Victory
How do we achieve success and victory in our lives? In everyone's life there
are key moments or turning points on which the whole of one's life hinges.
The mounting confrontation between the Pharisees and Jesus was such a
decisive event and crisis. The religious leaders became intolerant of Jesus
because of their prejudice. Nothing that Jesus would do or say from this
point on would be right in their eyes. They conspired, not simply to oppose
Jesus but to eliminate him.

Courage and determination to do God's will
Jesus met this defiance with courage and determination to do his Father's
will. He used the crisis to teach his disciples an important lesson for God's
way to success and victory. The only way to glory in God's kingdom is
through the cross - the cross of suffering and humiliation - which Jesus
endured for our sake and for our salvation. We, too, are called to take up
our cross every day - to die to sin, selfishness, envy, pride, strife, and
hatred - and to lay down our lives in humble service and love for one
another, just as Jesus did for our sake.

Matthew quotes from the "Suffering Servant" prophecies of Isaiah to
explain how Jesus the Messiah would accomplish his mission - not through
crushing power - but through love and sacrificial service (Isaiah 42:1-4). In
place of a throne Jesus chose to mount the cross and wear a crown of
thorns. He was crucified as our Lord and King (John 19:19; Philippians
2:11) There is no greater proof of God's love for us than the sacrificial
death of his only begotten Son for our sake and our salvation (John 3:16).

Jesus died not only for the Jews but for all the Gentile nations as well.
Isaiah had prophesied centuries before, that the Messiah would bring
justice to the Gentiles. To the Greek mind, justice involved giving to God
and to one's fellow citizen that which is their due (whatever is owed to
them). Jesus taught his disciples to give God not only his due, but to love
him without measure just as he loves us unconditionally - without limits or
reservation.

Justice tempered with love and mercy
Jesus brings the justice of God's kingdom tempered with divine love and
mercy. He does not bruise the weak or treat them with contempt, but
rather shows understanding and compassion. He does not discourage the
fainthearted but gives hope, courage, and the strength to persevere
through trying circumstances. No trials, failings, and weaknesses can keep
us from the mercy and help which Jesus offers to everyone who asks. His
grace is sufficient for every moment, every situation, and every challenge
we face. When you meet trials and difficulties, do you rely on God's help
and grace?

Lord Jesus, your love and mercy knows no bounds. Give me strength when
I am weak, hope when I am discouraged, peace when I am troubled,
consolation when I am sad, and understanding when I am perplexed. Make
me an instrument of your love and peace to those who are troubled and
without hope.
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Syro-Malankara Rite
1st Reading:
2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Gospel:
John 20:1-2, 11-18

1st Reading: Sgs 3:1-4b
The Bride says: On my bed at night I sought him whom my heart loves– I
sought him but I did not find him. I will rise then and go about the city; in
the streets and crossings I will seek Him whom my heart loves. I sought
him but I did not find him. The watchmen came upon me, as they made
their rounds of the city: Have you seen him whom my heart loves? I had
hardly left them when I found him whom my heart loves.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
R. (2) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
O God, you are my God whom I seek; for you my flesh pines and my soul
thirsts like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water.
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary to see your power and your
glory, For your kindness is a greater good than life; my lips shall glorify
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you.
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
Thus will I bless you while I live; lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be
satisfied, and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
You are my help, and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. My soul clings fast to you; your right hand upholds me.
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Alleluia.
R. Alleluia, alleluia. Tell us, Mary, what did you see on the way? I saw the glory of the risen Christ, I saw his empty tomb. R. Alleluia,
alleluia.

Gospel: Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone removed
from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, "They have taken the
Lord from the tomb, and we don't know where they put him." Mary stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she bent over
into the tomb and saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet where the Body of Jesus had been. And
they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken my Lord, and I don't know where they laid him."
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus there, but did not know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?" She thought it was the gardener and said to him, "Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where you
laid him, and I will take him." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni," which means Teacher. Jesus
said to her, "Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, 'I am going to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord," and
then reported what he told her.

Today’s Saints

Saint Mary Magdalen
Also known as Maria Maddalena, Maria Magdalena, Mary Magdalene, the Sinner

We have very little solid information about Saint Mary, and both scholars and traditions differ on the interpretation of
what we do know. She was a friend and follower of Jesus. Filled with sorrow over her sin, she anointed Christ,
washed his feet with her hair. He exorcised seven demons from her. She was visited by the Risen Christ. There are
also arguments about her life after the Crucifixion. The Greek Church maintains that she retired to Ephesus with the
Blessed Virgin Mary and lived there the rest of her life. A French tradition says that Mary, Lazarus, and some
companions came to Marseilles, France, evangelized and converted the whole Provence region, and then retired to
live 30 years as a penitent hermitess at La Sainte-Baume. Oh, some things we do know for certain - Mary wasn't
Jesus' wife or mistress, she wasn't the mother of His child, she didn't found a royal dynasty or separate branch of
Christianity, et cetera, et cetera, ad nauseam.
Died: the Greek Church says, she died in Ephesus of natural causes, her relics were transferred to Constantinople in
886 where they remain today a French tradition says, as she lay on her death bed, nine angels carried Mary to the
oratory of Saint Maximinus in Aix where she received Communion and then died of natural causes, she was interred
in an oratory constructed by Saint Maximinus at Villa Lata (Saint Maximin), in 745 her relics were moved to Vézelay
to save them from Saracen invaders, at some point they were moved to a shrine at her hemitage on La Sainte-
Baume; they were there in 1279 when King Charles II of Naples funded a Dominican convent on the hill, in 1600 the
relics were placed in a sarcophagus sent by Pope Clement VIII, in 1814 the church on La Sainte-Baume, wrecked
during the anti-Christian excesses of the French Revolution, was restored, in 1822 the grotto was re-consecrated, still
has the head of the saint, and is a pilgrimage centre
Patronage: against sexual temptation, apothecaries, druggists, pharmacists, contemplative life, contemplatives,
converts, glove makers, hairdressers, hairstylists, penitent sinners, penitent women, people ridiculed for their piety,
perfumeries, perfumers, reformed prostitutes, tanners, women, diocese of Salt Lake City, Utah, 8 cities.

Saint Gualtero of Lodi
Also known as Gautier, Gualtiero, Walter

The only child of Aliprando and Adelazia, pious parents who were childless so long that they promised God they would
devote any child of theirs to the Church. They kept their pledge, giving the boy a good education, and by age fifteen
Gualtero was working as a Hospitaller friar in the San Raimondo il Palmerio hospital in Piacenza, Italy, beginning his
lifelong devotion to care of the sick and poor. His father died not long after; his mother entered a convent, Gualtero
sold off and gave away all their property, and the two devoted themselves to God. Gualtero worked in then San
Bartolomeo hospital in Lodi, Italy, living as a sort of anchorite on the grounds. He founded clinics for the poor and
pilgrims in the Italian cities of Fanzago, Vercelli, Tortona, Crema and Melegnano. With the financial assistance of the
city of Lodi and the archbishop of Milan, Italy, he and a fellow priest founded the Ospitale della Misericordia (Hospital
of Mercy) in Lodi, which attracted the services of many brothers, sisters and hermits, and the adjoining church of
Saints James and Philip on 30 April 1206. Known for his ascetic life, working and travelling barefoot and dressed in
sack cloth, he could heal by prayer and always gave away anything he had that was more than his immediate need.
Born: c.1184 in Lodi, Lombardy, Italy
Died: c.1224 in Lodi, Lombardy, Italy of natural causes, buried in the Church of Saints James and Philip in Lodi,
which became a pilgrimage site for those who sought aid at the Hospital of Mercy, on 26 January 1384, some
fanatical devotees, aided by some friars of San Biagio, stole his relics and hid them, first in San Biagio, then in the
nearby church of Saint Paul; after a few weeks, the relics were returned, relics re-enshrined in the Church of Saints
James and Philip on 18 February 1384, relics enshrined in the main altar of the cathedral of Lodi in the mid-15th
century, relics re-enshrined in the cathedral c.1600, relics re-enshrined in the cathedral in 1896, relics re-enshrined
in the cathedral in 1946, re-interred at the church of Saints James, Philip and Gualtero in Lodi in 1960.
Saint Anna Wang
Additional Memorial 28 September as one of the Martyrs of China

Born to a poor Christian farm family, Anna's mother, a pious woman, died when the girl was five years old. In
addition to her schooling, Anna had to help work the farm to support the family, but her teacher, Sister Lucy Wang,
continued the religious education begun by Anna's mother. When she was 11, Anna's family tried to force her into an
arranged marriage, but she fought against it. On 21 July 1900, an armed group associated with the anti–Christian,
anti-Western Boxer Rebellion entered her village, burned the church, gathered all the Christians, and ordered them to
renounce Christianity; many did, usually as a way to save their children, and Anna's step-mother encouraged her to
do so. Anna refused, spending her remaining hours in prayer and encouraging others in their faith. Martyr.
Born: c.1886 in Machiazhuang, Weixian, Hebei, China
Died: beheaded on 22 July 1900 in Machiazhuang, Weixian, Hebei, China, body dumped in a mass grave, exhumed
on 6 November 1901 and given proper burial
Canonized: 1 October 2000 by Pope John Paul II.
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