Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the
source of life gushed forth
for souls and the ocean of
mercy opened up for the
whole world.

O Fountain of Life,
unfathomable Divine
Mercy, envelop the whole
world and empty Yourself
out upon us.

O Blood and Water, which
gushed forth from-the"
Heart of Jesus asa &
fountain of mercy for us,
trust in You. ¥
00y
Holy: God, +|'ny ﬁ.ghty one,,
Holy Immortal One;::
‘Have mercy -on.us anc [o]2 8 U
the'whole world (:n S)

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all the
holy Souls in Purgatory,
for sinners everywhere,
for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in
my own home and within
my family. Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born.. in~Germany
She was a Benedictine Nun
“and_meditated on the Passion
of .Christ, *which" rhany»‘ﬂ'mes

brought floods'of tears to hert:

assed awayin’
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Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it's
a crime. Taking one life to save
another, that’s what the Mafia
does. It's a crime. It's an
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Tuesday of the Ninth Week in Ordinary Time, Volume 164, June 06, 2023.
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Today’s Bible Readings

Latin Rite
1st Reading:

Syro-Malabar Rite
1st Reading:

Syro-Malankara Rite
1st Reading:

Tb 2:9-14 1 Corinthians 9:1-12 1 Timothy 2:8-15
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 112:1-2,7-8, 9 Gospel: Gospel:

John 6:64-71 John 14:25-27

Gospel: Mk 12:13-17

“Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or
should we not pay?” Knowing their hypocrisy he said to them, “Why are
you testing me? Bring me a denarius to look at.” Mark 12:14-15

These Pharisees and Herodians were sent to trap Jesus in His speech.
These men were very politically minded and loved to pick sides and find
fault with others. They were self-righteous and cared little about the
salvation of souls. So they came to Jesus with what appeared to be an
innocent question. They appear to presume that Jesus would voice
opposition to paying the census tax to Caesar, and, if He did, they were
ready to report Him to the civil authorities. They didn’t care about the
truth; they only cared about trapping our divine Lord. When they brought
the Roman coin to Jesus with the image of Caesar on it, Jesus spoke that
profoundly wise line, “Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God
what belongs to God.”

Clearly, if these hypocritical religious leaders would have come to Jesus
with humility and sincerity, Jesus would have responded to them much
differently. But because they came only to trap, twist and destroy our Lord,
Jesus puts them in their place with an act of divine wisdom. He doesn’t

show support for paying the census tax, nor does He speak against it.
Therefore, this Gospel passage ends with the line: “They were utterly
amazed at him.” “"Amazement” is the right response. Therefore, in a sense,
we can learn from these hypocritical religious leaders. Whenever we com
face-to-face with the profound wisdom of God, we should experience aw
and holy amazement.
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Of course, the amazement they experienced was on account of Jesus
thwarting their evil trap. But even though that is the case, we can learn
from this that the wisdom of God can never be outdone. God’s wisdom
silences the foolishness of the age and reveals the hidden malice behind
that evil.

Have you ever been confronted by the trickery of the secular “know-it-alls”
of our age. Have you ever been challenged by another, had your faith
directly attacked, or your moral convictions called into question? Most
ikely, if you have chosen to live your faith openly and with confidence, you
may have felt the attack of another. For those who lack a deep faith and a

You may flnd _you do not know how to respond and feel trapped by the
answer to the false doctrines and deceptlons we erI aII encounter W|th|n

divine wisdom. By ourselves, none of us is wise enough to combat these
errors. Therefore, our only recourse is to continually turn to the wisdom of
God.

We turn to the wisdom of God through prayer and sacred study. Our prayer
opens our minds to the clear voice of God Who speaks pure truth. And
sacred study, especially of the Scripture, the teachings of the Church and
the lives of the saints, will help to clarify God’s voice and dispel the
confusion the world tries to throw at us. In the end, if we are not
immersing our minds in the true wisdom of God, we will be unprepared for
that which we encounter within the world.

Reflect, today, upon your need to be filled with divine wisdom so as to

Truth, You are wise beyond all worldly wisdom, and You thwart the trickery i
of the evil one. Open my mind, dear Lord, to Your holy Truth so that I may :
be able to navigate through the chaIIenges of life. Bestow Your wisdom
upon me, dear Lord, so that I may follow You wherever You lead. Jesus, I
trust in You.
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clear gift of divine wisdom, such trickery can cause confusion and anxiety. :i 5:1-31, Ps 78:26-32

the growingly secular and atheist world is the answer that comes from !:
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1st Reading: Tb 2:9-14

On the night of Pentecost, after I had buried the dead, I, Tobit, went into my courtyard to sleep next to the courtyard wall. My face was
uncovered because of the heat. I did not know there were birds perched on the wall above me, till their warm droppings settled in my
eyes, causing cataracts. I went to see some doctors for a cure but the more they anointed my eyes with various salves, the worse the
cataracts became, until I could see no more. For four years I was deprived of eyesight, and all my kinsmen were grieved at my
condition. Ahigar, however, took care of me for two years, until he left for Elymais. At that time, my wife Anna worked for hire at
weaving cloth, the kind of work women do. When she sent back the goods to their owners, they would pay her. Late in winter on the
seventh of Dystrus, she finished the cloth and sent it back to the owners. They paid her the full salary and also gave her a young goat
for the table. On entering my house the goat began to bleat. I called to my wife and said: "Where did this goat come from? Perhaps it
was stolen! Give it back to its owners; we have no right to eat stolen food!" She said to me, "It was given to me as a bonus over and
above my wages." Yet I would not believe her, and told her to give it back to its owners. I became very angry with her over this. So she
retorted: "Where are your charitable deeds now? Where are your virtuous acts? See! Your true character is finally showing itself!"

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 112:1-2, 7-8, 9
R. (see 7c) The heart of the just one is firm, trusting in the Lord. or: R. Alleluia. !
Blessed the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in his commands. His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth; the upright !
generation shall be blessed. ;
R. The heart of the just one is firm, trusting in the Lord. or: R. Alleluia. |
An evil report he shall not fear; his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear till he looks down upon !
his foes. :
R. The heart of the just one is firm, trusting in the Lord. or: R. Alleluia.
Lavishly he gives to the poor; his generosity shall endure forever; his horn shall be exalted in glory. ;
R. The heart of the just one is firm, trusting in the Lord. or: R. Alleluia. !

Alleluia.
R. Alleluia, alleluia. May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts, that we may know what is the hope that
belongs to his call. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Mk 12:13-17
Some Pharisees and Herodians were sent to Jesus to ensnare him in his speech. They came and said to him, "Teacher, we know that
you are a truthful man and that you are not concerned with anyone's opinion. You do not regard a person's status but teach the way of
God in accordance with the truth. Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or should we not pay?" Knowing
their hypocrisy he said to them, "Why are you testing me? Bring me a denarius to look at." They brought one to him and he said to
them, "Whose image and inscription is this?" They replied to him, "Caesar's." So Jesus said to them, "Repay to Caesar what belongs to
Caesar and to God what belongs to God." They were utterly amazed at him.

Saint Norbert of Xanten
Also known as Norbert of Kingdown, Norbert of Magdeburg

Born to the nobility, Norbert was raised around the royal court and served as almoner for Emperor Henry V. In the
court he developed a very worldly view, and took holy orders as a career move, joining the Benedictines at
Siegburg. A narrow escape from death led to a conversion experience, and he began taking his vows seriously. He
tried to reform his order's local house, then became a wandering preacher. He founded a community of Augustinian
canons at Premontre, France; they became known as the Norbertines or Premonstratensians, and started a reform
movement that swept through European monastic houses. Friend of Blessed Godfrey of Cappenberg. Archbishop of
Magdeburg, Germany. Reformed the clergy in his see, using force when necessary. Worked with Saint Bernard of
Clairvaux and Saint Hugh of Grenoble to heal the schism caused by the death of Pope Honorius II. Fought heresy in
Cambrai, France with the help of Saint Waltmann.

Born: c.1080 at Xanten, Germany

Died: 6 June 1134 at Magdeburg, Germany, relics in Prague

Canonized: 1582 by Pope Gregory XIII

Patronage: against birth complication, for peace, Bohemia, archdiocese of Magdeburg, Germany.

Saint Rafael Guizar y Valencia

One of eleven children born to Prudenzio Guizar and Natividad Valencia, wealthy and pious land owners. Ordained
in 1901. Conducted missions throughout Mexico. Founded the Congregation of Missionaries of Our Lady of Hope in
1903. Apostolic missionary in 1905. Spiritual director in the major seminary of Zamora, Mexico. Used his family's
money to found a school for poor girls. Founded two colleges for boys. In 1911 a state persecution of the Church
began. His Congregation was dissolved and his missionary work was prohibited, so Father Raphael continued his
work illegally. He founded a Catholic magazine in Mexico City, which the government quickly shut down. Raphael
went on the road, disguised as a travelling merchant or musician, ministering to the poor and preaching when he
could. He was shot at several times by soldiers, and condemned to death in absentia. In 1916 the authorities were
so close on his trail that Raphael fled Mexico, first to the United States and then to Guatemala where he spent a
year preaching missions. Preached in Cuba from 1917 to 1919. Named bishop of Veracruz-Jalapa, Mexico on 1
August 1919; he received word of the appointment while preaching in Havana. He continued his missionary work in
Colombia, but finally returned to Veracruz, Mexico on 4 January 1920. The government persecution of the Church
escalated. The diocesan seminary was shut down; Bishop Raphael transferred his students to Mexico City and !

per 100,000 Catholics; Raphael shut all his churches in protest. Tejeda ordered that Raphael be shot on sight;
Raphael went straight to the governor's palace and walked into his office. Tejeda feared the uprising that killing
such a man would cause, and revoked the death sentence; Raphael spent the rest of his days fighting to continue
the work of the Church in the face of government opposition.

Born: 26 April 1877 at Cotija, Michoacan, Mexico

Died: 6 June 1938 in Mexico City, Mexico of natural causes

Saint Marcellin-Joseph-Benoit Champagnat
Entered the seminary at age 16. Student with Saint John Marie Vianney. Ordained in 1816. Founded the Little
Brothers of Mary (Marists) in 1817 mainly involving boys in their late teens with a great devotion of Our Lady who |
wanted to teach and help bring the Word to other young men. Today there are about 5,000 Marist Brothers in 72 |
countries; their slogan A Heart Without Borders. !
Born: 20 May 1789 at Hameau du Rosey, Lyon, France ;
Died: 6 June 1840 in in Saint-Chamond, Loire, France of natural causes
Beatified: 29 May 1955 by Pope Pius XII, the investigation included the October 1939 cure of Mrs Georgina :
Grondin from a malignant tumour in Waterville, Maine, USA, and the 12 November 1941 cure of John Ranaivo from
cerebrospinal meningitis, in Antsirabe, Madagascar
Canonized: 18 April 1999 by Pope John Paul II, the investigation include the July 1976 cure of Brother Heriberto |
Weber Nellessen, in Montevideo, Uruguay.
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