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Saint Faustina

Proof of God's unfailing love for us

There is no greater proof of God's love for us than the free-will offering of
his Son who shed his blood for us on the cross. His death broke the curse
of guilt and condemnation, and won for us pardon and adoption as beloved
sons and daughters of God our Father. Through the victory of his cross and
resurrection, the Lord Jesus offers us abundant new life through the gift
and power of the Holy Spirit who lives within us.

The love of God comes first

The Holy Spirit reveals to us the love of the eternal Father and the eternal
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who come to make their home with us and to
unite us in a bond of peace and friendship. That is why the Lord Jesus
commanded his disciples to give him their undivided loyalty and love above
all else. We owe him a debt of gratitude for what he has done for us. The
Lord Jesus gives us the assurance and promise that he will raise up our
mortal bodies to be like his so that we may fully share in his resurrection
for all eternity.

God has no equal - that is why we owe the eternal Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit our undivided loyalty, trust, and obedience. Jesus challenges his
RS COEIRR IO U BTl (| disciples to examine who they love first and foremost. A true disciple loves
LUCEIRL TR EEEICETTEN | God above all else and is willing to forsake all for the Lord Jesus who calls
GOl AU DILERELIVE | us to follow him. Jesus insists that his disciples give him the loyalty which
:de::;s'“ S:i'"jm"th:‘::h hf,':ﬁ is due to God, a loyalty which is higher than spouse or kin. It is possible
the world today, for ag" P8 | that family and friends can become our enemies, if the thought of them
holy Souls in. Purgatory, keeps us from doing what we know God wants us to do.
for sinners everywhere,
L DL E R L G EE | God's compelling love knows no rival
b CECIMSU T E TR G EEERTR | ' The love of God compels us to choose who or what will be first in our lives.
mz f‘;ﬁ'i‘lyh‘;\":e:',',d WL | | To place any relationship or anything else above God is a form of idolatry. |
" i . We can allow many different things to take control of our lives and possess
St. Gertrude “the Great was us - such as greed and lust for power, possessions, and wealth. But only
ST T ey ENWART B R 1 God's love can set us free to love as he loves - with mercy, kindness,
She. was a Benedictine Nun goodness, patience, perseverance, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).
CLERGIEEICIECRERGEREERSTNE | The first and great commandment is to love the Lord our God with all of
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Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it's
a crime. Taking one life to save
another, that’s what the Mafia
does. It's a crime. It's an
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

was not surprised that she gave - poor people are really very generous. I
was surprised that she knew they were hungry. As a rule, when we are
suffering, we are so focused on ourselves, we have no time for others."

gioggﬂtStﬂoggsl,cgf gf?sﬁ?mé? our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Matthew 22:37). If we pursue the love What is Char|smat|c i
4iiof God and put his kingdom first in our lives, then he will give us!;Renewal? |

everything we need to sustain us now and in the future as well. Who is the !} The Real Meaning of !

» Lord and Master of you life? Christmas ;

Lpassed away.in' Why should I Confess?

er 16 "&Xb True love overflows in kindness and mercy towards others :

True love for God compels us to express charity (merciful deeds of kindness ;! Gallery i

and goodness) towards our neighbors who are also loved by God because !! articles i

i he created each of them in his image and likeness. Mother Theresa of ii 570 5 qa tions i

: i1 Calcutta once told a marvelous story about a destitute family who had _Y—E books ;
i i1 nothing to eat for days. When news of their impoverished condition came |} =————— :
' E;to the Missionary Sisters of Charity, Mother Theresa personally went to :: Novena :
i i their home and brought them some food supplies. The mother of the family i Prayers :
: i1 immediately divided the food in half and carried it off. When she returned, Saints ;
; iiMother Theresa asked her, "Where did you go?" She gave the simple Songs i
; - ii answer, "To my neighbors, they are hungry also!" Mother Theresa said, "I Testimonials i
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i of Christ will not lose its reward (Matthew 10:42). Jesus never refused to give to anyone in need who asked for his help. As his disciples
i we are called to be kind and generous as he is. Jesus sets before us the one goal in life that is worth any sacrifice and that goal is union
-W|th God - uniting our heart, mind, and will with his heart and will for our lives. The reward of a life given over to God and obeying his |
i voice is God himself - the source of true peace and joy that lasts forever. Does the love of Jesus Christ compel you to put God first in all ;
i you do (2 Corinthians 5:14)? Lord, no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart has conceived the things you have prepared for those !
‘who love you. Set us ablaze with the fire of the Holy Spirit, that we may love you in and above all things and so receive the rewards !
you have promised us through Christ our Lord.

.One day Elisha came to Shunem, where there was a woman of influence, who urged him to dine with her. Afterward, whenever he
i passed by, he used to stop there to dine. So she said to her husband, "I know that Elisha is a holy man of God. Since he visits us often,
i let us arrange a little room on the roof and furnish it for him with a bed, table, chair, and lamp, so that when he comes to us he can
i stay there." Sometime later Elisha arrived and stayed in the room overnlght Later Elisha asked, "Can something be done for her?" His
! servant Gehazi answered, "Yes! She has no son, and her husband is getting on in years." Elisha said, "Call her." When the woman had
i been called and stood at the door, Elisha promised, "This time next year you will be fondling a baby son."

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19
R. (2a) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
i The promises of the LORD I will sing forever, through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness. For you have said, "My

1 kindness is established forever;" in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

' R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

! Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk. At your name they rejoice all the
i day, and through your justice they are exalted.

i R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

i You are the splendor of their strength, and by your favor our horn is exalted. For to the LORD belongs our shield, and to the Holy One
i of Israel, our king.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

2nd Reading: Rom 6:3-4, 8-11

i Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were indeed
i buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might
i live in newness of life. If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised from
! the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him. As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his Ilfe he lives for

' God. Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus.

i Alleluia.

ER Alleluia, alleluia. You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation; announce the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

i Gospel: Mt 10:37-42

1 Jesus said to his apostles: "Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter
i more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his
i life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. "Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives
ithe one who sent me. Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and whoever receives a
i righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one
i of these little ones to drink because the little one is a disciple— amen, I say to you he will surely not lose his reward."

Saint Bernadine Realino
Also known as Apostle of Lecce, Bernardino Realini

Born to the Italian nobility. Studied law and medicine at Bologna, Italy, receiving a law degree in 1556. Mayor of
Felizzano, Italy. Judge. Chief tax collector in Alessandria, Italy. Mayor of Cassine, Italy. Mayor of Castelleone, Italy. :
Superintendent of the fiefs of the marquis of Naples, Italy. Following a retreat, he became a Jesuit in 1564, and was :
ordained in 1567. Novice master in Naples, and then was sent to found a college in Lecce, a small city in the south of'
Italy. He quickly became the most loved man in Lecce due to his concern and charity. He made himself appear the |
receiver rather than the giver, and the poor and galley slaves were his special concern. One of the more interesting
miracles attributed to him concerned his small pitcher of wine which was never empty until everyone present had had :
enough. On Bernadine's death bed, the city's magistrates formally requested that in the after-life he take the city
under his patronage. Unable to speak, he nodded, and died soon after, whispering the names of Jesus and Mary.
Born: 1 December 1530 in Carpi, Modena, Italy

Died: 2 July 1616 in Lecce, Italy of natural causes

Canonized: 22 June 1947 by Pope Pius XII

Patronage: Lecce, Italy (proclaimed on 15 December 1947 by Pope Pius XII).

Saint Swithun
Also known as Swithin, Svithin

Raised in an abbey. Priest. Chaplain to Egbert, King of the West Saxons. Tutor to prince Ethelwolf. Bishop of :
™ Winchester, England. Miracles associated with his relics. His shrine was destroyed during the Reformation. Almost 60 ;
ancient British churches were named for him. His patronage of the weather arose when monks tried to translate his !
body from an outdoor grave to a golden shrine in the Cathedral in 871. Swithun apparently did not approve as it
| started raining for 40 days. The weather on the festival of his translation indicates, according to an old rhyme, the

day, if thou be fair, For forty days 'twill rain nae mair.

Born: c.800 at Wessex, England

Died: 2 July 862 of natural causes, relics transferred to Canterbury, England in 1006 by Saint Alphege of Winchester
Patronage: against drought, Stavenger, England, Winchester, England.

Saint Lidanus of Sezze
Also known as Lidan, Lidano 1
Benedictine monk. Abbot. Drained the Pontine marshes in Italy. Founded an abbey in Sezze in the Papal States (part !
of modern Italy). |
Born: 1026 ;
Died: 1118 at Monte Cassino, Italy of natural causes, buried at the church at the monastery of Sezze, Italy, church :
destroyed in the early 13th century and relics transferred to the cathedral of Seeze, the largest bell in the cathedral !
was dedicated to him in 1312, the city of Seeze began donating silver chalices to the cathedral in his honour in 1473, 1
| relics re-enshrined in 1606, relics re-enshrined in a new altar in 1672 i
Canonized: c.1500 by Pope Leo X (cultus confirmation), 9 April 1791 by Pope Pius VI (cultus confirmation):
Patronage: Sezze, Italy. ;
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