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We dedicate this website to the Generous Heart of Mother Mary

Saturday in the Octave of Easter, Volume 162, April 15, 2023.

Today’s Bible Readings

3 O’ Clock Prayer
The Hour of Great Mercy
Prayers from the diary of 
Saint Faustina

You died, Jesus, but the 
source of life gushed forth 
for souls and the ocean of 
mercy opened up for the 
whole world.

O Fountain of Life, 
unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole 
world and empty Yourself 
out upon us.

O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the 
Heart of Jesus as a 
fountain of mercy for us, I 
trust in You.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy on us and on 
the whole world. (3 times)

JESUS, King of mercy, I 
trust in You!

Amen.

Abortion isn’t a lesser evil, it’s
a crime. Taking one life to save
another, that’s what the Mafia
does. It’s a crime. It’s an
absolute evil. Pope Francis.

Prayer for all souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady to
release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is said.
The prayer was extend to
include living sinners which
would alleviate the indebted-
ness accrued to them during
their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all the
holy Souls in Purgatory,
for sinners everywhere,
for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in
my own home and within
my family. Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the Passion
of Christ, which many times
brought floods of tears to her
eyes. She did many
penances, and Our Lady
appeared to her many times.
Her holy Soul passed away in
1334. November 16th is her
Feast Day.

Latin Rite
1st Reading:
Acts 4:13-21
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 
16-18, 19-21

Gospel: Mk 16:9-15

Syro-Malabar Rite
1st Reading:
Colossians 3:1-4

Gospel:
Mark 16:1-8
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Meditation: The Beauty of Repentance
When Jesus had risen, early on the first day of the week, he appeared first
to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. Mark 16:9

The first person recorded in Scripture to whom Jesus appeared was Mary
Magdalene. Notably, she was the one out of whom Jesus cast seven
demons. Being possessed by seven demons has traditionally been
understood to mean that she was completely possessed. Prior to Jesus
freeing her, satan and His demons had completely taken over her will by
her free submission to evil. And yet, it was to her, a woman with such a
horrible past, that Jesus chose to give the honor of His first appearance.
What an amazing fact!

Everyone has a past. Some have been grave sinners. Others, like Saint
Thérèse of Lisieux, have never committed a mortal sin. Obviously, the
beauty of a soul like Saint Thérèse is deeply admirable, and such a soul will
be greatly rewarded in Heaven. But what about the grave sinner? What
about those like Mary Magdalene who have lived horribly sinful lives? What
does our Lord think about them?

The fact that Mary Magdalene is the first person recorded in Scripture to
have seen the risen Lord should tell us much about how Jesus views a
person who has greatly struggled with serious sin but has later overcome
that sin and turned wholeheartedly to our Lord. Sin is demoralizing. When
unrepented, it leaves a loss of dignity and integrity. However, even after
one has repented, some people will continue to struggle with unhealthy
guilt and shame. And for some, these struggles can become a weapon by
which the evil one tries to discourage them from feeling worthy to serve
our Lord with zeal and passion.

But the truth in the mind of God is that repentant sinners are true jewels
and beautiful in the eyes of our Lord. They are worthy of the greatest
honors. God does not dwell on our past sin. Instead, our past sin, when it
has been repented of and forgiven, will be an eternal sign of the love and
mercy of God.

How do you deal with your past sin? First, have you completely
acknowledged it, repented of it and sought forgiveness from our Lord? If
so, does it still haunt you? Does the evil one still try to remind you of your
past and strip away your hope in the mercy of God?

Reflect, today, upon the most grievous of your past sins. If you haven’t yet
confessed them, then do so as soon as you can. If you have, try to see
your soul through the eyes of God. God does not see your past sins with
anger and disgust. Rather, He sees only the depth of your conversion,
sorrow and repentance. And, to Him, this is holy and beautiful. Ponder the
beauty of your repentant heart and know that, as you do, you will be
looking at your own heart through the eyes of God.

My most merciful God, You love the sinner and hate the sin. You love me in
ways that are beyond my understanding. Help me to understand how
deeply You love my heart when I completely repent. And help me to see
my heart only through Your eyes. I thank You for Your love and mercy,
dear Lord. Help me to love You all the more. Jesus, I trust in You.

My divine Lord, You are constantly present to me, day and night, and yet I
so often fail to perceive You and adore You. Help me to become more
aware of Your presence in my life. As I do, help me to enter more deeply
into these holy mysteries with love, devotion and awe. Jesus, I trust in You.
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Syro-Malankara Rite
1st Reading:
Hebrews 3:1-6

Gospel:
John 21:20-23

1st Reading: Acts 4:13-21
Observing the boldness of Peter and John and perceiving them to be
uneducated, ordinary men, the leaders, elders, and scribes were amazed,
and they recognized them as the companions of Jesus. Then when they saw
the man who had been cured standing there with them, they could say
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nothing in reply. So they ordered them to leave the Sanhedrin, and conferred with one another, saying, "What are we to do with these
men? Everyone living in Jerusalem knows that a remarkable sign was done through them, and we cannot deny it. But so that it may not
be spread any further among the people, let us give them a stern warning never again to speak to anyone in this name." So they called
them back and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. Peter and John, however, said to them in reply,
"Whether it is right in the sight of God for us to obey you rather than God, you be the judges. It is impossible for us not to speak about
what we have seen and heard." After threatening them further, they released them, finding no way to punish them, on account of the
people who were all praising God for what had happened.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21
R.(21a) I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me. or: R. Alleluia.
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever. My strength and my courage is the LORD, and he has been my
savior. The joyful shout of victory in the tents of the just.
R. I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me. or: R. Alleluia.
"The right hand of the LORD is exalted; the right hand of the LORD has struck with power." I shall not die, but live, and declare the
works of the LORD. Though the LORD has indeed chastised me, yet he has not delivered me to death.
R. I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me. or: R. Alleluia.
Open to me the gates of justice; I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. This is the gate of the LORD; the just shall enter it. I
will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have been my savior.
R. I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me. or: R. Alleluia.

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia. This is the day the LORD has made; let us be glad and rejoice in it. R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Mk 16:9-15
When Jesus had risen, early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven
demons. She went and told his companions who were mourning and weeping. When they heard that he was alive and had been seen by
her, they did not believe. After this he appeared in another form to two of them walking along on their way to the country. They
returned and told the others; but they did not believe them either. But later, as the Eleven were at table, he appeared to them and
rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart because they had not believed those who saw him after he had been raised. He
said to them, "Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature."

+918281778684 (Mission Prayer WhatsApp group) Facebook Page Email for Prayer Requests: mojcounselor@gmail.com

Today’s Saints

Saint Peter Gonzales
Also known as Pedro, Pietro, Elm, Elmo, Erasmus, Telm, Telmo Profile Castilian nobility who mis-spent a
worldly youth. Educated by his uncle, the bishop of Astorga, Spain. Priest, primarily as a step to high office.
Obtained special papal dispensation to become Canon of Palencia when he was officially still too young.
During a grand Christmas Day entrance into the city, his horse was spooked by the noise of the crowds. It
threw him in all his finery onto a dung-heap, much to the delight of the citizens who knew his was a political,
not a spiritual appointment. Dazed, filthy, humiliated, and with the undeniable understanding that his
parishioners thought he was a hack, he withdrew from the world for a period of prayer and meditation. It
worked. He had a true conversion experience and spent the rest of his life making up for his lost youth and
the mockery he made of his position. Joined the Dominicans. Family and friends tried to draw him back to his
old life and their planned pursuit of position, but he responded, "If you love me, follow me! If you cannot
follow me, forget me!" Confessor and court chaplain to King Saint Ferdinand III of Castile. Against the
opposition of more worldly courtiers, he reformed court life around the king. Worked for the Crusade against
the Moors, accompanied Ferdinand into the battlefields, and then worked for humane treatment of Moorish
prisoners. A favourite of the king, Peter feared the honours and easy life would lead him to a return to his
previous ways, so he left the court and evangelized to shepherds in the hills, along the waterfronts, and
among Spanish and Portugese sailors who still venerate him and consider him their special patron, blending
his story with that of Saint Elmo, and calling upon him for protection in the face of bad weather. Legend says
that when he lacked food for those in his charge, he would kneel and pray by a river; fish would leap onto the
banks.
Born: 1190 at Astorga, Spain 
Died: 15 April 1246 at Saintiago de Compostela, Tui, Spain, buried in the cathedral at Tuy, Spain 
Canonized: 13 December 1741 by Pope Benedict XIV (cultus confirmed) 
Patronage: boatmen, mariners, sailors, watermen, fisherman, Tui, Spain, Tui-Vigo, Spain.

Saint Cesar de Bus
Also known as Caeser

A middle child - the seventh of thirteen children, and raised as a pious child. Soldier at age 18, and fought in
the war against the Huguenots. Joined the navy to fight in the siege of La Rochelle, but illness kept him from
the fight. He lived for three years in Paris, France, devoted to poetry and painting and to wild and frivolous
living. Back in his home town of Cavaillon, he took over the position of his late brother as canon of Salon, a
position he wanted for its income and connections instead of its spiritual significance. One night while on his
way to a masked ball, he passed a shrine where a small light was burning before an image of the Virgin Mary.
He was suddenly overwhelmed by the memory that a friend, Antoinette Reveillade, had prayed fervently for
his salvation. He realized that there was no way he could live a life offending God and then expect to be
accepted in the end. There, on the road, he had a complete conversion. Ordained in 1582. Canon in Avignon.
He was profoundly affected reading a biography of Saint Charles Borromeo, and tried to take him as a model
in all things, especially his devotion to catechesis. Worked as a catechist in Aix-in-Provence, France, an area
in turmoil following the Religious Wars. Saint Francis de Sales called him “a star of the first magnitude in the
firmament of Catechesis.” He founded the Ursulines of Province and the Fathers of Christian Doctrine
(Doctrinarians). The Fathers were destroyed during the French Revolution, but an Italian branch, the
Doctrinarian Fathers continues today with houses in Italy, France and Brazil.
Born: 3 February 1544 in Cavillon, Vaucluse, France 
Died: Easter Sunday, 15 April 1607 in Avignon, Vaucluse, France of natural causes, interred in the church of 
Saint Mary in Monticelli in Rome, Italy 
Canonized: 15 May 2022 by Pope the canonization miracle involved the healing a young woman of 
"meningitis in patient with cerebral hemorrhage" in 2016 in Salerno, Italy 
Patronage: catechists.

Saint Maro of Rome
Also known as Marón, Marone

Friend of Saint Flavia Domitilla, whom they accompanied in exile to the island of Ponza. Martyred in the 
persecutions of Trajan. 
Died: beheaded c.99 in Rome, Italy 
Patronage: Civitanova Marche, Italy, Monteleone, Italy.
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