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Wednesday of the Sixteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Today’s Bible Readings

Responsorial Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15, 17

Gospel MT 13:1-9
Gospel MK 3:20-30
Gospel - MK 9:9-13

Mother Mary

Since They Had No Root They Withered Away
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Prayer for All Souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady
to release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is
said. The prayer was extend

to include living sinners
which would alleviate the
indebtedness accrued to
them during their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all
the holy Souls in
Purgatory, for sinners
everywhere, for sinners
in the Universal Church,
those in my own home
and within my family.
Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the
Passion of Christ, which
many times brought floods
of tears to her eyes. She did
many penances, and Our
Lady appeared to her many
times. Her holy Soul passed
away in 1334. November 16
is her Feast Day.

Meditation: Are you hungry for God's
word? Matthew tells us that Jesus taught
many things to those who came to listen
and learn. Jesus' teaching method was a
very simple one. He used parables - short
stories and images taken from everyday life
to convey hidden truths about the kingdom
of God. Like a skillful artist, Jesus painted
evocative pictures with short and simple
words. A good image can speak more loudly
and clearly than many words. Jesus used
the ordinary everyday images of life and
nature to point to another order of reality -
hidden, yet visible to those who had "eyes
to see" and ‘"ears to hear". Jesus
communicated with pictures and stories,
vivid illustrations which captured the
imaginations of his audience more
powerfully than an abstract presentation
could. His parables are like buried treasure
waiting to be discovered (Matthew 13:44).

Sowing seeds that take root and grow

What does the parable about seeds and
roots say to us about the kingdom of God?
Any farmer will attest to the importance of
good soil for supplying nutrients for growth.
And how does a plant get the necessary
food and water it needs except by its roots?
The Scriptures frequently use the image of
fruit-bearing plants or trees to convey the
principle of spiritual life and death. Blessed
is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose
trust is the Lord. He is like a tree planted by
water, that sends out its roots by the
stream, and does not fear when heat
comes, for its leaves remain green, and is
not anxious in the year of drought, for it
does not cease to bear fruit (Jeremiah 17:7-
8; see also Psalm 1:3).

The shut mind and prejudiced hearer

Jesus' parable of the sower is aimed at the
hearers of his word. There are different
ways of accepting God's word and they
produce different kinds of fruit accordingly.
There is the prejudiced hearer who has a
shut mind. Such a person is unteachable
and blind to what he or she doesn't want to
hear. Then there is the shallow hearer. He
or she fails to think things out or think them
through; they lack depth. They may initially
respond with an emotional reaction; but
when it wears off their mind wanders to

IAbortion isn't a lesser evil,
it's a crime. Taking one life
to save another, that's
what the Mafia does. It's a
rime. It's an absolute evil.

Pope Francis

something else.
Too busy and preoccupied to listen

Another type of hearer is the person who
has many interests or cares, but who lacks

the ability to hear or comprehend what is
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truly important. Such a person is for ever
too busy to pray or too preoccupied to study
and meditate on God's word. He or she may
work so hard that they are too tired to even
think of anything else but their work. Then
there is the one whose mind is open. Such a
person is at all times willing to listen and to
learn. He or she is never too proud or too
busy to learn. They listen in order to
understand. God gives grace to those who
hunger for his word that they may
understand his will and have the strength to
live according to it. Do you hunger for God's
word?

Lord Jesus, faith in your word is the way to
wisdom, and to ponder your divine plan is
to grow in the truth. Open my eyes to your
deeds, and my ears to the sound of your
call, that I may understand your will for my
life and live according to it.

Y Reading 1

&

Jer 1:1, 4-10

The words of Jeremiah, son of Hilkiah,
of a priestly family in Anathoth, in the land of
Benjamin.

The word of the LORD came to me thus:

Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,
before you were born | dedicated you,

a prophet to the nations | appointed you.
“Ah, Lord GOD!” I said,

"I know not how to speak; I am too young.”

But the LORD answered me,

Say not, "I am too young.”

To whomever | send you, you shall go;
whatever | command you, you shall speak.
Have no fear before them,

because | am with you to deliver you, says
the LORD.

Then the LORD extended his hand and
touched my mouth, saying,

See, | place my words in your mouth!
This day | set you

over nations and over kingdoms,

To root up and to tear down,

to destroy and to demolish,

to build and to plant.

Responsorial Psalm
5-6ab, 15 and 17

71:1-2, 3-4a,

R. (see 15ab) | will sing of your salvation.

In you, O LORD, | take refuge;

let me never be put to shame.

In your justice rescue me, and deliver me;
incline your ear to me, and save me.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

Be my rock of refuge,

a stronghold to give me safety,

for you are my rock and my fortress.

O my God, rescue me from the hand of the
wicked.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

For you are my hope, O Lord;

my trust, O God, from my youth.

On you | depend from birth;

from my mother’s womb you are my strength.
R. I will sing of your salvation.

My mouth shall declare your justice,

day by day your salvation.

O God, you have taught me from my youth,
and till the present | proclaim your wondrous
deeds.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the
sower;

all who come to him will live for ever.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel MT 13:1-9

On that day, Jesus went out of the house
and sat down by the sea.

Such large crowds gathered around him
that he got into a boat and sat down,

and the whole crowd stood along the
shore.

And he spoke to them at
parables, saying:

“A sower went out to sow.
And as he sowed, some seed fell on the
path,

and birds came and ate it up.

Some fell on rocky ground, where it had
little soil.

It sprang up at once because the soil was
not deep,

and when the sun rose it was scorched,
and it withered for lack of roots.

Some seed fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked it.

But some seed fell on rich soil,
produced fruit,

a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.
Whoever has ears ought to hear.”
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The Bible in one year:
JULY

01 1 Kings 2, Ezek 25, Acts
5:32-6:15, Ps 78:33-39
02 1 Kings 3-4, Ezek 26, Acts
7:1-17, Ps 78:40-46
03 1 Kings 5-6, Ezek 27, Acts
7:18-39, Ps 78:47-53
04 1 Kings 7, Ezek 28:1-13,
Acts 7:40-60, Ps 78:54-60
05 1 Kings 8:1-29, Ezek 28:14—
26, Acts 8:1-23, Ps 78:61-67
06 1 Kings 8:30-66, Ezek 29,
Acts 8:24-40, Ps 78:68-72
07 1 Kings 9-10, Ezek 30, Acts
9:1-26, Ps 79:title-8
08 1 Kings 11, Ezek 31, Acts
9:27-43, Ps 79:9-13
09 1 Kings 12-13, Ezek 32,
Acts 10:1-27, Ps 80:title-8
10 1 Kings 14, Ezek 33:1-11,
Acts 10:28-48, Ps 80:9-19
11 1 Kings 15-16, Ezek 33:12—
33, Acts 11, Ps 81:title-3
12 1 Kings 17, Ezek 34:1-18,
Acts 12:1-14, Ps 81:4-10
13 1 Kings 18-19, Ezek 34:19—
31, Acts 12:15-13:11, Ps 81:11—
16
14 1 Kings 20, Ezek 35:1-
36:12, Acts 13:12-33, Ps 82
15 1 Kings 21, Ezek 36:13-38,
Acts 13:34-52, Ps 83:title-5
16 1 Kings 22, Ezek 37:1-15,
Acts 14, Ps 83:6-12
17 2 Kings 1-3, Ezek 37:16-28,
Acts 15:1-18, Ps 83:13-18
18 2 Kings 4, Ezek 38, Acts
15:19-41, Ps 84:title-7
19 2 Kings 5-6, Ezek 39, Acts
16:1-21, Ps 84:8-12
20 2 Kings 7, Ezek 40:1-15,
Acts 16:22-40, Ps 85:title-8
21 2 Kings 8-9, Ezek 40:16-35,
Acts 17, Ps 85:9-13
22 2 Kings 10, Ezek 40:36-49,
Acts 18:1-12, Ps 86:title-8
23 2 Kings 11-13, Ezek 41,
Acts 18:13-28, Ps 86:9-17
24 2 Kings 14, Ezek 42, Acts
19:1-28, Ps 87
25 2 Kings 15-16, Ezek 43,
Acts 19:29-41, Ps 88:title-3
26 2 Kings 17, Ezek 44:1-14,
Acts 20, Ps 88:4-10
27 2 Kings 18-19, Ezek 44:15-
31, Acts 21:1-14, Ps 88:11-18
28 2 Kings 20, Ezek 45, Acts
21:15-40, Ps 89:title—6
29 2 Kings 21-22, Ezek 46,
Acts 22:1-18, Ps 89:7-13
30 2 Kings 23-24, Ezek 47,
Acts 22:19-30, Ps 89:14-20
31 2 Kings 25, Ezek 48:1-12,
Acts 23, Ps 89:21-27

Today’s Saints

St. Margaret of
Antioch

Bl. Angel
Martinez
Miquélez

Bl.

Bl. Gregorio
Lépez

Bl.

St.

Virgin and martyr whose story is know to us from a collection of legends, but no contemporary history. Her father was a pagan priest in Pisidian
Antioch, Asia Minor (modern Turkey). Her mother died when Margaret was an infant, and the girl was raised by a Christian woman. Margaret's father
disowned her, her nurse adopted her, and Margaret converted, consecrating herself and her virginity to God.

Margaret of Antioch

Born: Antioch

Angel Martinez Miquélez

Born: 2 March 1907 in Funes, Navarra, Spain

Died: shot on 20 July 1936 in Casa de Campo, Madrid, Spain

Gregorio Lopez

Born: 4 July 1542 at Madrid, Spain

Died: 20 July 1596 near Mexico City, Mexico of natural causes

Venerated : 24 April 2021 by Pope Francis (decree of martyrdom)

Died: e beheaded, date unknowne relics claimed by several locations
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One day a Roman prefect saw the beautiful young Margaret as she was tending sheep, and tried to get her into his bed. When she refused, the official
denounced her as a outlaw Christian, and she was brought to trial. When she refused to sacrifice to the pagan gods, the authorities tried to burn her,
then boil her in a large cauldron; each time her prayers kept her unharmed. She was finally martyred by beheading.

Part of her story involves her meeting the devil in the form of a dragon, being swallowed by the dragon, and then escaping safely when the cross she
carried irritated the dragon's innards; this accounts for this virgin's association with pregnancy, labour, and childbirth. She was one of the saints who
appeared to Saint Joan of Arc. One of the Fourteen Holy Helpers.

Patronage: e against kidney diseasee against loss of milk by nursing motherse against sterilitye dying peoplee for escape from devilse expectant
mothers, pregnant womene falsely accused peoplee for safe childbirthe Lowestoft, Suffolk, Englande martyrse Montefiascone, Italye nursese peasantse
people in exilee Queens College Cambridgee Rixtel, Netherlandse Sannat, Gozo, Maltae womene women in labour

The eldest son of José Martinez Polo and Juana Miquélez, Angel was baptized at the age of one day; his aunt and godmother, Magdalena Martinez,
consecrated him to the Virgin Mary. To get work, the family moved to Argentina when Angel was five years old, but they were forced to return to
Spain two years later when things didn't work out. The boy's mother died when Angel was seven years old. His aunt, Magdalena, helped with the
family and ensured that the boys received a proper religious education. He went to a Piarist school, and began to feel a call to religious life. When he
was old enough, he entered the Redemptorist seminary in Espino, Spain; a few years later, his younger brother Juan attended the same seminary.

Angel was considered an excellent student, serious about his vocation, and a little stubborn. He was professed in the Redemptorists on 18 September
1928. He continued his studies, and was ordained a priest on 20 September 1930.

Father Angel wanted to become a missionary, but his superiors decided that his work ethic and intelligence meant he would serve better as professor
of philosophy and literature at the seminary at Astorga, Ledn, Spain. The combination of the heavy teaching load and his own continued studies led to
a collapse in January 1934. He was assigned to El Espino, Burgos, Spain to rest and recover; he used his time to hear confessions and preach missions
and retreats. On 11 May 1934 he was assigned to the Redemptorist community in Granada, Spain, and then assigned to work as secretary to the
Community of Perpetual Help in Madrid, Spain on 6 October 1934. He organized the library there, preached retreats, and wrote articles for Revista del
Perpetuo Socorro.

In July 1936, just as the Spanish Civil War broke out, Father Angel was assigned to minister to young people in the community. On 20 July, the street
fighting reached the Community, and the Redemptorist brothers were seized by militiamen, accused of being Fascists because they opposed
Communism. The Communists considered this just as bad, beat the brothers severely, and then shot them. Martyr.

Court page to King Philip 11, Gregorio was well educated, especially in the sciences of his day. He lived six years as a hermit in the Navarre region of
Spain before moving to Mexico in 1562 where he lived as a hermit among the natives near Zacatecas and the area of modern Mexico City. Because he
was being sought out for spritiual guidance by local people, the archbishop of Mexico City had him examined for fidelity to the faith; the bishop and his
priests were impressed with the man’s knowledge, piety and wisdom.

This only increased the number of people who sought him out, so Gregorio withdrew to the small village of Santa Fe where he lived his remaining days
in solitude. Devotion to him is widespread throughout Mexico, and his canonization cause has been pursued since 1620.
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