
 

 

St. Botulph of Ikanhoe 

Born to a Christian Saxon noble family. Brother of Saint Adolph of Utrecht. Educated with his brother at the monastery of Cnobersburg (Burgh Castle), 
Suffolk under the direction of its founder, Saint Fursey. When Mercian forces under King Penda invaded the region, the boys were sent to study at the 
monastery at Bosanham, Sussex. He became a Benedictine monk at Farmoutiere-en-Brie, Gaul (modern northeastern France), and was sent back to 
the British Isles in 647 to establish the Benedictine Order there. 

With the support of Saint Syre, Saint Aubierge, and their brother, King Anna of East Anglia, Botulph founded the monastery of Ikanhoe in East Anglia, 
declining the offer of a part of the royal estate, and settling for a wild, barren site that was removed from people, reported to be haunted by demons, 
and which would require endless work to sustain the monks. For many years it was believed that the area that grew up around it came to be called 
Botulph's Town, contracted to Botulphston, and later contracted to Boston in Lincolnshire, but recent reasearch has shown that the original site is 
another location. The Saxon Chronicle indicates that by 654 Botulph had attracted enough brother monks and hermits that work begain on the 
monastery. Through hard work and faith, the monastery grew in population; the monks built several structures, turned large areas of marsh and scrub 
into productive farming and grazing lands, and dispelled the people's fears of demons. 

Botulph served as spiritual director for Saint Ceolfrith, and worked as a travelling missionary through rough, bandit-plagued areas of East Anglia, Kent 

and Sussex. His legacy continued for centuries in the strength of the Benedictine movement in the Isles, and in the dozens of churches named for him, 
many of them built at city gates to serve as safe-haven for travellers in times when robbers roamed the roads, and many in port or river towns. 

Born: c.610 in East Anglia (part of modern England) 

Died: • 17 June 680 of natural causes following a lengthy illness• he died while being carried to chapel for compline services• buried at Ikanhoe• relics 
moved in 870 to keep them from being destroyed by invading Danes• relics transferred to Grundisburgh in 983• relics later distributed to monasteries 
at Thornery, Westminster, and Edmundsburg, Suffolk• tradition says that for safety the cask of relics destined for Edmundsburg were taken there in 
the middle of the night, but the travellers were guided by a light that hovered above the relics' new shrine• processions of the relics through 
Edmundsburgh has ended droughts there 

Patronage: • agricultural workers, farm workers, farmers• sailors, mariners, watermen• travellers• 7 cities 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Bl. Pierre-Joseph Cassant 

A pious youth, Pierre-Joseph early felt a call to the priesthood, but after months of tutoring by his parish priest, it was obvious that Pierre-Joseph 
would not be able to master diocesan seminary studies. Instead, on 5 December 1894 he was sent to the Abbey of Sainte-Marie-du-Désert where the 
studies were simpler since there were no pastoral responsibilities, but where it was still an academic struggle. Benedictine Cisterian Trappist monk, 
taking the name Marie-Joseph. Member of the Association of Victim Souls. Ordained on 12 October 1902 after eight years of study; he lived nine 
months as a priest. Having developed tuberculosis, his health was already failing by the time of his ordination. He was sent home to his family for 
seven weeks to rest, but continued to decline and asked to return to the abbey where he spent his remaining time working in the infirmary. 

Born: 6 March 1878 in Casseneuil, Lot-et-Garonne, France as Pierre-Joseph Cassant 

Died: 17 June 1903 in Abbey of Sainte-Marie-du-Désert, Lévignac, Haute Garonne, France of tuberculosis 

Beatified: 3 October 2004 by Pope John Paul II 

Canonized: over 2200 people from 30 countries claim to have received blessings thorugh Blessed Jean's intercession 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Herve 

Son of the bard Hyvarnion, Herve was born blind. His father died when Herve was an infant, his mother, Rivanone, became an anchoress, and the boy 
was entrusted to the care of his uncles and a renowned holy man with whom he stayed until his teenage years. He lived for a while as a hermit and 
bard, then joined a monastic school at Plouvien, France which had been founded by his uncle. Abbot at Plouvien. He migrated with part of his 
community to found a new house in Lanhouarneau. Singer. Minstrel. Teacher. Miracle worker. One of the most popular saints in Brittany, he figures in 
the area's folklore. Reported to have a special ministry of healing animals, and to have a domesticated wolf as a companion. Legend says that the wolf 
killed and ate the ox that Herve used to plow his fields; Herve then preached such a moving sermon the wolf repented his ways, moved to Herve's 
hermitage, and ploughed Herve's fields in place of the ox. 

Born: Guimiliau, Brittany, France or unknown location in Wales (sources vary) 

Died:• c.556 to c.575 (sources vary) of natural causes• interred at Lanhouarneau, Brittany, France 

Patronage: • against eye disease or eye problems• blind people 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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St. Andre Bessette   

Today’s  Saints 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:      What do you treasure and seek after 

the most? What do you value above all else? Jesus offers 

a treasure of incomparable value and worth, but we need 

healthy eyes - good spiritual vision - to recognize what is 

the greatest treasure we can possess. What Jesus said 

about seeking treasure made perfect sense to his 

audience: keep what lasts! Aren't we all trying to find 

something we treasure in this life in the hope that it will 

bring us happiness, peace, and security? 

God offers us the best treasure possible 

Jesus contrasts two very different kinds of wealth - 

material wealth and spiritual wealth. Jesus urges his 

disciples to get rich by investing in wealth and treasure 

which truly lasts - not just for a life-time - but for all 

eternity as well. Jesus offers heavenly treasures which 

cannot lose their value by changing circumstances, such 

as diminishing currency, damage or destruction, loss or 

theft. The treasure which Jesus offers is kept safe and 

uncorrupted by God himself. 

What is this treasure which Jesus offers so freely and 

graciously? It is the treasure of God himself - the source 

and giver of every good gift and blessing in this life - and 

a kingdom that will endure forever. The treasure of God's 

kingdom produces unspeakable joy because it unites us 

with the source of all joy and blessings which is God 

himself. God offers us the treasure of unending joy and 

friendship with himself and with all who are united with 

him in his heavenly kingdom. 

A life-time investment that constantly grows and lasts 

forever 

In Jesus Christ we receive an inheritance which the 

Apostle Peter describes asimperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for us (1 Peter 1:4). Paul the 

Apostle describes it as a kingdom of everlasting peace, 

joy, and righteousness in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). 

How realistic and attainable is this heavenly treasure? Can 

we enjoy it now, or must we wait for it in the after-life? 

The treasure of God's kingdom is both a present and a 

future reality - like an investment which grows and 

matures, ever increasing and multiplying in value, and 

producing an endless supply of rich rewards and benefits. 

Seekers of great treasure will go to any length to receive 

their reward. They direct all their energies and resources 

to obtain the treasure. We instinctively direct our energies 

and resources - an even our whole lives - towards that 

which we most value. To set one's heart on heavenly 

treasure is to enter into a deeper and richer life with God 

himself. It is only by letting go of false treasure that one 

can enter into the joy of a heavenly treasure that is 

immeasurable and worth more than we can give in 

exchange. Do you seek the treasure which lasts for 

eternity? 

Sin and deception blind the heart and mind to what is 

good, true, and of lasting value and worth 

Jesus used the image of human vision - the ability to see 

clearly and accurately with the human eye - to convey a 

deeper truth and reality of spiritual and moral vision that 

can distinguish between what is true or false, good or bad, 

wise or foolish, helpful or hurtful to body, mind, and soul. 

Bad eyesight serve as a metaphor for moral stupidity and 

spiritual blindness (for examples, see Matthew 15:14, 

23:16 ff.; John 9:39-41; Romans 2 2:19; 2 Peter 1:9; and 

Revelations 3:17.) The eye is the window of the heart, 

mind, and "inner being" of a person. How one views their 

life and reality reflects not only their personal vision - how 

they see themselves and the world around them, it also 

reflects their inner being and soul - the kind of moral 

person and character they choose for themselves. If the 

window through which we view life, truth, and reality is 

clouded, soiled, or marred in any way, then the light of 

God's truth will be deflected, diminished, and distorted. 

Only Jesus Christ can free us from the spiritual darkness 

of sin, unbelief, and ignorance. That is why Jesus called 

himself the light of the world - the one true source of light 

that can overcome the darkness of sin and the lies and 

deception of Satan. 

Pride, prejudice, and sin blind us to the way of truth, 

goodness, and love 

What can blind or distort our "vision" of what is true, 

good, lovely, pure, and eternal (Philippians 4:8)? Certainly 

prejudice, jealousy, and self-conceit can distort true and 

clear judgment of ourselves and others and lead to moral 

blindness. Prejudice and self-conceit also destroys good 

judgment and blinds us to the facts and to their 

significance for us. Jealousy and envy make us despise 

others and mistrust them as enemies rather than friends. 

We need to fearlessly examine ourselves to see if we are 

living according to right judgment and sound principles or 

if we might be misguided by blind prejudice or some other 

conceit. Love is not jealous ...but rejoices with the truth 

(1 Corinthians 13:4-6). Do you live your life in the light of 

God's truth? 

Lord Jesus, you have the words of everlasting life. May 

the light of your truth free me from the error of sin and 

deception. Take my heart and fill it with your love that I 

may desire you alone as my Treasure and my All. 
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The Bible in one year:   
JUNE 

 
 01 1 Sam 5–7, Ezek 2, John 9:1

–18, Ps 69:7–13 

02 1 Sam 8–9, Ezek 3, John 

9:19–41, Ps 69:14–20 

03 1 Sam 10–11, Ezek 4, John 

10:1–20, Ps 69:21–27 

04 1 Sam 12–13, Ezek 5, John 

10:21–42, Ps 69:28–36 

05 1 Sam 14, Ezek 6, John 11:1

–22, Ps 70 

06 1 Sam 15–16, Ezek 7, John 

11:23–44, Ps 71:1–6 

07 1 Sam 17, Ezek 8, John 

11:45–57, Ps 71:7–14 

08 1 Sam 18, Ezek 9–10, John 

12:1–30, Ps 71:15–24 

09 1 Sam 19–20, Ezek 11:1–11, 

John 12:31–50, Ps 72:title–3 

10 1 Sam 21–22, Ezek 11:12–

25, John 13:1–24, Ps 72:4–10 

11 1 Sam 23–24, Ezek 12, John 

13:25–38, Ps 72:11–20 

12 1 Sam 25, Ezek 13, John 14, 

Ps 73:title–3 

13 1 Sam 26–27, Ezek 14, John 

15, Ps 73:4–10 

14 1 Sam 28–30, Ezek 15, John 

16:1–15, Ps 73:11–17 

15 1 Sam 31, Ezek 16:1–25, 

John 16:16–33, Ps 73:18–24 

16 2 Sam 1–2, Ezek 16:26–45, 

John 17, Ps 73:25–28 

17 2 Sam 3–4, Ezek 16:46–63, 

John 18:1–21, Ps 74:title–9 

18 2 Sam 5–6, Ezek 17, John 

18:22–40, Ps 74:10–16 

19 2 Sam 7–9, Ezek 18:1–19, 

John 19:1–25, Ps 74:17–23 

20 2 Sam 10–11, Ezek 18:20–

32, John 19:26–42, Ps 75:title–6 

21 2 Sam 12, Ezek 19:1–20:13, 

John 20, Ps 75:7–10 

22 2 Sam 13–14, Ezek 20:14–

33, John 21, Ps 76 

23 2 Sam 15, Ezek 20:34–49, 

Acts 1:1–14, Ps 77:title–3 

24 2 Sam 16–17, Ezek 21, Acts 

1:15–26, Ps 77:4–11 

25 2 Sam 18, Ezek 22:1–13, 

Acts 2:1–32, Ps 77:12–20 

26 2 Sam 19–20, Ezek 22:14–

31, Acts 2:33–47, Ps 78:title–4 

27 2 Sam 21, Ezek 23:1–22, 

Acts 3, Ps 78:5–11 

28 2 Sam 22–23, Ezek 23:23–

49, Acts 4:1–24, Ps 78:12–18 

29 2 Sam 24, Ezek 24:1–13, 

Acts 4:25–37, Ps 78:19–25 

30 1 Kings 1, Ezek 24:14–27, 

Acts 5:1–31, Ps 78:26–32 

  

Lay up Treasure in Heaven 

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading   2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20 Responsorial Psalm 132:11, 12, 13-14, 17-
18    2nd Reading     Gospel     Mt    6:19-23 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading   HEB 10:32-39   Gospel  MK10:23-31 

Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading HEB 10:5-10    Gospel  - JN 17:1-5 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Friday of the Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time 

 

St. Botulph of 

Ikanhoe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Reading 1   2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20 

 
When Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her 
son was dead, she began to kill off the whole royal 
family. But Jehosheba, daughter of King Jehoram 
and sister of Ahaziah, took Joash, his son, and 
spirited him away, along with his nurse, 
from the bedroom where the princes were about to 
be slain. She concealed him from Athaliah, and so 
he did not die. For six years he remained hidden in 
the temple of the LORD, while Athaliah ruled the 
land. 

But in the seventh year, Jehoiada summoned the 
captains of the Carians and of the guards. 
He had them come to him in the temple of the 
LORD, exacted from them a sworn commitment, 
and then showed them the king’s son. 
The captains did just as Jehoiada the priest 
commanded. Each one with his men, both those 
going on duty for the Sabbath and those going off 
duty that week, came to Jehoiada the priest. 
He gave the captains King David’s spears and 
shields, which were in the temple of the LORD. 
And the guards, with drawn weapons, 
lined up from the southern to the northern limit of 
the enclosure, surrounding the altar and the temple 
on the king’s behalf. Then Jehoiada led out the 
king’s son and put the crown and the insignia upon 
him. They proclaimed him king and anointed him, 
clapping their hands and shouting, “Long live the 
king!” 
Athaliah heard the noise made by the people, 
and appeared before them in the temple of the 
LORD. When she saw the king standing by the 
pillar, as was the custom, and the captains and 
trumpeters near him, with all the people of the land 
rejoicing and blowing trumpets, 
she tore her garments and cried out, “Treason, 
treason!” Then Jehoiada the priest instructed the 
captains in command of the force: 
“Bring her outside through the ranks. 
If anyone follows her,” he added, “let him die by 
the sword.” He had given orders that she 
should not be slain in the temple of the LORD. 
She was led out forcibly to the horse gate of the 
royal palace, where she was put to death. 
Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD 
as one party and the king and the people as the 
other, by which they would be the LORD’s people; 
and another covenant, between the king and the 
people. Thereupon all the people of the land went to 
the temple of Baal and demolished it. 
They shattered its altars and images completely, 
and slew Mattan, the priest of Baal, before the 
altars. Jehoiada appointed a detachment for the 
temple of the LORD. All the people of the land 
rejoiced and the city was quiet, now that Athaliah 

had been slain with the sword at the royal palace. 
  
  Responsorial Psalm             132:11, 12, 13-
14, 17-18 

 
R. (13) The Lord has chosen Zion for his 
dwelling. 
The LORD swore to David a firm promise from 
which he will not withdraw: “Your own offspring 
I will set upon your throne.” 
R. The Lord has chosen Zion for his dwelling. 
“If your sons keep my covenant and the decrees 
which I shall teach them, Their sons, too, forever 
shall sit upon your throne.” 
R. The Lord has chosen Zion for his dwelling. 

For the LORD has chosen Zion; he prefers her 
for his dwelling. “Zion is my resting place 
forever; in her will I dwell, for I prefer her.” 
R. The Lord has chosen Zion for his dwelling. 
“In her will I make a horn to sprout forth for 
David; I will place a lamp for my anointed. 
His enemies I will clothe with shame, 
but upon him my crown shall shine.” 
R. The Lord has chosen Zion for his dwelling. 
 
Alleluia 
Mt 5:3 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit; 
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

,Gospel   Mt    6:19-23 

 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and decay destroy, and thieves break 
in and steal. 
But store up treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves 
break in and steal. 
For where your treasure is, there also will your 
heart be. 

 
“The lamp of the body is the eye. 
If your eye is sound, your whole body will be filled 
with light; 
but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be in 
darkness. 
And if the light in you is darkness, how great will 
the darkness be.” 

Bl. Pierre-

Joseph Cassant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Herve 
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