
 

 

St. Sabbas of Mar Saba 

Spiritual student of Saint Euthymius the Great at age 20. Anchorite from age 30, living in a cave, devoting himself to prayer and manual labor. He 
wove ten willow baskets each day. On Saturday he would take them to the local monastery, led by Saint Euthymius, and trade them for a week's food, 
and a week's worth of willow wands for more baskets. Took over leadership of the monks upon the death of Saint Euthymius. Co-superior with Saint 
Theodosius over 1,000 monks and hermits in the region. 

Sabbas was a simple man with little education, but with a firm belief in the spiritual benefits of simple living. The combination of his lack of education 
and his severe austerities caused some of his charges to rebel. Sabbas tired of the squabbling, and he missed his time in prayer, so he fled to 
TransJordania. There he found a cave inhabited by a lion; the lion moved on, finding a new home, and giving the cave to the holy man. A distorted 
version of this tale reached the rebellious monks; they seized on it, reported to the patriarch that Sabbas had been killed by a lion, and requested a 
new leader be appointed. As this message was being formally presented to the patriarch, Sabbas walked into the room. This led to a confrontation 
during which the complaints of the monks were aired. However, the patriach took Sabbas's side, and the two restored order and discipline to the lives 
of the anchorites. 

Sabbas led a peaceful uprising of 10,000 monks who demanded the end of the persecutions of Palestinian bishops of Anastatius I. 

At age 90, Sabbas travelled to Constantinople where he successfully pled for clemency from Justinian for Samarians who were in revolt. 

Born: 439 at Motalala, Cappadocia 

Died: • 532 of natural causes• relics enshrined in Venice, Italy 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Bl. Philip Rinaldi 

Philip met Don Bosco at age 5, and apparently instinctively understood the importance of the future saint. Though he felt a call to a religious vocation, 
Philip was torn, and was seriously considering marriage when he decided to become a disciple of Don Bosco at age 22. The Christian Brothers 
immediately saw something in him, and made him an assistant novice master even before he took his vows as a Salesian on 13 August 1880. Though 
he had no intention to become a priest, his superiors, who saw his potential better than he did, ordered him to study and take the tests, and he was 
ordained on 23 December 1882. 

In addition to his work as novice master, Philip was placed in charge of the "late" vocations, those like himself who came to the Order as adults. 
Director of the Salesian community of Sarriá, Spain in 1889; he opened several new houses, and brought in many new vocations. Salesian provincial 
director in Spain from 1892 to 1901. Began publication of Lecturas Catolicas in 1895. Helped the Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians expand in 
Spain. 

Vicar-General of the Salesians on 1 April 1901. Founded centres to minister to the daily and spiritual needs of young women. Helped found the World 
Federations of Past-Pupils, and assisted the Salesian Sisters. Organized the Salesian International Congress of 1911. With Zelatrici di Maria Ausiliatrice 
he helped found the group that would evolve into the Volunteers of Don Bosco. 

Rector Major of the Salesians on 24 May 1922, the third successor to Don Bosco, and the last one to have been personally trained by him. From that 
position he worked to bring Doc Bosco's vision to the 20th century, and the 20th century to the vision, doing all he could to spread Salesian spirituality 
and trust in God. He sent many young Salesians to learn foreign languages and customs so they would become more effective missionaries, and he 
asked Pope Pius XI to grant the "indulgence for sanctified work". He travelled extensively, preaching, encouraging vocations and the spiritual life of the 
laity. During his tenure the number of Salesians went from 6,000 to 10,000, there were 250 new houses and centres opened, and his teacher Don 
Bosco was recognized as a saint. 

Born: 28 May 1856 at Lu, Monferrato, Piedmont, Italy 

Died: • 5 December 1931 of natural causes in Turin, Italy• buried in the cemetery in Turin• following the miraculous healing of Sister Mary Carla, he 
was re-interred in the Basilica of Mary Our Help, Turin 

Beatified: • 29 April 1990 by Pope John Paul II• his beatification miracle involved the healing and regeneration of the jaw of Sister Mary Carla who was 
shot in the face on 20 April 1945 in northen Italy in the waning days of World War II 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Bl. Niels Stenson 

Anatomist and priest. Among his anatomical achievements was the discovery of the excretory duct of the parotid glands and the circulation of the 
blood in the body. When the Danes finally called for him to return, he had become a Catholic in Florence, Italy, and as such could not return. In Italy 
he made many geological discoveries and was the first to explain petrifactions in the earth. Ordained in 1675, he was made vicar Apostolic for the 
northern missions and titular bishop of Titiopolis. He was in a constant personal struggle to have this faith and his scientific discoveries exist and work 
together. 

Born: 11 January 1638 in Rundetarn, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Died: 5 December 1686 in Schwerin, Germany 

Beatified: 23 October 1988 by Pope John Paul II 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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St. Andre Bessette   

Today’s  Saints 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:  Do you recognize the voice of 

the Lord speaking to you when you listen to the 
word of God in Scripture? Luke the evangelist tells 
us that the "word of God came to John in the 

wilderness" (Luke 3:2). Who was John the Baptist 
and what is the significance of the word which he 
received and delivered to the people of his day? Luke 
tells us that John was the son of Zechariah, a priest 
who served in the temple at Jerusalem. John stood 
at a pivotal juncture in the history of God's dealing 
with his people. He bridged the Old and New 
Testaments, also known as the Old and New 
Covenants which God made with his people. 

John was filled and led by the Spirit 

John's prophetic calling and mission preceded his 
conception and birth. The angel had announced to 
Zechariah that his barren wife will conceive a son, 
and "you shall call his name John," and "he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother's 
womb" (Luke 1:13,15). When John received his 
name shortly after birth, his father prophesied that 

he would be "called the prophet of the Most High 
who will go before the Lord to prepare his 
ways" (Luke 1:76). John was called to be a prophet, 
a spokesman for God. 

In dramatic fashion Luke tells us when John 
appeared on the world scene. Luke lists a few of the 
key reigning rulers in John's era, including Tiberius 
Caesar of Rome (Luke 3:1). These rulers pale in 
reference to the man who now stood at the door of a 
new era of grace and salvation for the world. John's 
mission was to prepare the way for God's Anointed 
King who would come to establish God's rule above 
all other kings and authorities. Luke emphasizes the 

universal call of the Gospel to all peoples without 
distinction. He quotes from the prophet Isaiah that 
"all flesh shall see the salvation of God" (Isaiah 
40:5; 52:10). 

John was a servant of God's Word 

How did John prepare for the coming of the Anointed 
(Messiah) King and Savior of the world? Luke tells us 

that "the word of God came to John" when he was 
dwelling in the wilderness of Judea (Luke 3:2). John 
was called from an early age to devote himself to 
prayer and to the word of God. John not only took 
the Scriptures to heart, he molded his life according 
to them, and made himself a servant of the Word of 
God. John was led by the Spirit into a barren and 
lonely place away from the noise and distractions of 
everyday life. There God taught John in the solitude 
of the desert and prepared him for a prophetic 

ministry that would turn the hearts of his people to 
receive their long-awaited Messiah. 

In the ancient world when a king decided to tour his 

kingdom, he first sent his courier ahead to prepare 
the way. John is the courier and great herald of the 
Messiah King who proclaims to all the peoples that 
the impending reign of God is now very close at 
hand. Isaiah had long ago prophesied the role of the 
Forerunner of the Messiah (Isaiah 40:3-5). John 
undoubtedly took this word to heart as he searched 
the Scriptures and reflected on the word of God in 
the wilderness. When John began his public ministry 
he traveled throughout the region of Judea and 

preached a "baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins" (Luke 3:3). 

Do you allow God's Word to transform your life? 

How can we, like John the Baptist, prepare ourselves 
for the coming of Jesus Christ - today and everyday 
and when he comes again to bring us fully into his 
everlasting kingdom? John the Baptist tells us that 

the first step is conversion and repentance (Matthew 
3:2; Luke 3:7). Conversion involves receiving God's 
word into our heart and mind and allowing his Word 
to change our attitudes and wrong ways of thinking 
and judging. Repentance is the deliberate turning 
away from sin (wrong-doing) and turning to God to 
receive his pardon, healing, and strength to do what 
is good and reject what is wrong. 

John saw from a distance what Jesus the Messiah 
would accomplish through his death and resurrection 
- pardon for our sins, healing and restoration, and 
eternal life for all who would believe in the Lord 
Jesus. Are you hungry for the Word of God and do 

you allow God's word to transform the way you 
think, speak, and live your life? 

Lord Jesus, you are the Word of God and the 

Savior of the world. Help me to receive your Word 
with expectant faith, and to live it with confident 
hope, and to proclaim it joyfully with love and 
boldness to all I meet. 
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The Bible in one year:   
DECEMBER 

 
01 Wisd of Sol 15–16, 1 Macc 

15:1–15, 1 Pet 3, Ps 135:15–21 
02 Wisd of Sol 17–18, 1 Macc 

15:16–41, 1 Pet 4–5, Ps 136:1–7 

03 Wisd of Sol 19, 1 Macc 16, 2 
Pet 1, Ps 136:8–14 

04 Sirach Pro–3, 2 Macc 1:1–11, 2 

Pet 2, Ps 136:15–21 
05 Sirach 4, 2 Macc 1:12–36, 2 Pet 

3, Ps 136:22–26 

06 Sirach 5–6, 2 Macc 2:1–15, 1 
John 1, Ps 137 

07 Sirach 7–8, 2 Macc 2:16–32, 1 

John 2, Ps 138 
08 Sirach 9–10, 2 Macc 3:1–24, 1 

John 3, Ps 139:title–5 

09 Sirach 11:1–14, Sirach 11:17–
12:18, 2 Macc 3:25–40, 1 John 4, 

Ps 139:6–12 

10 Sirach 13–14, 2 Macc 4:1–24, 1 
John 5, Ps 139:13–19 

11 Sirach 15:1–16:14, Sirach 

16:17–30, 2 Macc 4:25–50, 2 John, 
3 John, Ps 139:20–24 

12 Sirach 17, 2 Macc 5:1–14, Jude, 

Ps 140:title–8 
13 Sirach 18:1–19:17, Sirach 

19:20–30, 2 Macc 5:15–27, Rev 1, 

Ps 140:9–13 
14 Sirach 20, 2 Macc 6, Rev 2:1–

13, Ps 141 

15 Sirach 21:1–22:8, Sirach 22:11
–27, 2 Macc 7:1–17, Rev 2:14–29, 

Ps 142 

16 Sirach 23–24, 2 Macc 7:18–42, 
Rev 3–4, Ps 143:title–3 

17 Sirach 25:1–26:18, Sirach 

26:28–29, 2 Macc 8:1–15, Rev 5, 
Ps 143:4–12 

18 Sirach 27, 2 Macc 8:16–36, Rev 

6, Ps 144:title–4 
19 Sirach 28–29, 2 Macc 9, Rev 7–

8, Ps 144:5–11 

20 Sirach 30–31, 2 Macc 10:1–10, 
Rev 9, Ps 144:12–15 

21 Sirach 32–33, 2 Macc 10:11–

38, Rev 10–11, Ps 145:title–9 
22 Sirach 34–35, 2 Macc 11:1–13, 

Rev 12, Ps 145:10–16 
23 Sirach 36–37, 2 Macc 11:14–

38, Rev 13, Ps 145:17–21 

24 Sirach 38, 2 Macc 12:1–15, Rev 
14, Ps 146 

25 Sirach 39, 2 Macc 12:16–45, 

Rev 15–16, Ps 147:1–7 
26 Sirach 40–41, 2 Macc 13:1–10, 

Rev 17, Ps 147:8–14 

27 Sirach 42–43, 2 Macc 13:11–
26, Rev 18, Ps 147:15–20 

28 Sirach 44–45, 2 Macc 14:1–25, 

Rev 19, Ps 148:1–8 
29 Sirach 46–47, 2 Macc 14:26–

46, Rev 20, Ps 148:9–14 

30 Sirach 48–49, 2 Macc 15:1–

19, Rev 21, Ps 149 

31 Sirach 50–51, 2 Macc 15:20–

39, Rev 22, Ps 150 

 

  

The Word of God Came to John 

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading     Bar 5:1-9  Responsorial  126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6. 
    2nd Reading Phil 1:4-6, 8-11  Gospel     Mt 9:35–10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading COL 4:2-6   Gospel  LK 1:26-38 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading GAL 4:21-31   Gospel  LK 1:57-66 
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Mission of Jesus, is a Non 

profitable, service oriented 

website, This site belongs to 

each and every Christian 

who view this website. This 

is our 21st Year of Service 

on the Web. 

This site is been developed 

with the help of many of the 

Christian Brothers around 

the world, we do even invite 

you Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ to send us related 

information about your 

Testimonials and News 

letters so that we could add 

them into our website. 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

St. Sabbas of 

Mar Saba 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Reading 1      Bar 5:1-9 

 
Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and 
misery;     put on the splendor of glory from God 
forever: wrapped in the cloak of justice from God, 
    bear on your head the mitre     that displays the 
glory of the eternal name. For God will show all the 
earth your splendor:     you will be named by God 
forever    the peace of justice, the glory of God’s 
worship.     Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights; 
    look to the east and see your children 
gathered from the east and the west 

    at the word of the Holy One,    rejoicing that they 
are remembered by God. Led away on foot by their 
enemies they left you:     but God will bring them 
back to you    borne aloft in glory as on royal 
thrones. For God has commanded   that every lofty 
mountain be made low,  and that the age-old 
depths and gorges     be filled to level ground, 
    that Israel may advance secure in the glory of 
God. The forests and every fragrant kind of tree 
    have overshadowed Israel at God’s command; 
for God is leading Israel in joy 
    by the light of his glory, 
    with his mercy and justice for company. 

 

  Responsorial Psalm       126:1-2, 2-

3, 4-5, 6. 
 
R. (3)  The Lord has done great things for us; we 
are filled with joy. 
When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion, 
   we were like men dreaming. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

   and our tongue with rejoicing.  
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
filled with joy. 
Then they said among the nations, 
  “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
The LORD has done great things for us; 
   we are glad indeed.  
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
filled with joy. 
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
   like the torrents in the southern desert. 
Those who sow in tears 
   shall reap rejoicing.  
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
filled with joy. 
Although they go forth weeping, 
   carrying the seed to be sown, 
They shall come back rejoicing, 
   carrying their sheaves. 
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
filled with joy. 
 

Reading 2      Phil 1:4-6, 8-11 

 
Brothers and sisters: 
I pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of 
you,  
because of your partnership for the gospel  
from the first day until now. 
I am confident of this, 
that the one who began a good work in you 
will continue to complete it  
until the day of Christ Jesus. 

God is my witness,  
how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. 
And this is my prayer: 
that your love may increase ever more and more  
in knowledge and every kind of perception,  
to discern what is of value,  
so that you may be pure and blameless for the day 
of Christ,  
filled with the fruit of righteousness  
that comes through Jesus Christ  
for the glory and praise of God. 
 
Alleluia 
Lk 3:4, 6 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths: 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel   Lk 3:1-6 

 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,  
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,  
and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, 
and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region 
of Ituraea and Trachonitis,  
and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,  
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,  
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah 
in the desert. John went throughout the whole 
region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins,  

as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah:    A voice of one crying out in the 
desert:     “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
        make straight his paths.    Every valley shall 
be filled         and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low.    The winding roads shall be made 
straight,         and the rough ways made smooth, 
    and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

Bl. Philip 

Rinaldi 

 

 

 

 

 

Bl. Niels 

Stenson 
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