
 

 

St. John XXIII, Pope 

Born to an Italian peasant family. Educated at Bergamo and the Pontifical Roman Seminary. Ordained on 10 August 1904. Secretary to the bishop of 
Bergamo, Italy from 1904 to 1914, during which he wrote the basis for his five-volume biography of Saint Charles Borromeo. Served in World War I in 
the medical corps, and as a chaplain. Worked in Rome, Italy after the war, and reorganized the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Titular 
archbishop of Areopolis on 3 March 1925. Vatican diplomatic representative to Bulgaria on 16 October 1931, then to Turkey and Greece on 12 January 
1935. Titular archbishop of Mesembria on 30 November 1934. Papal nuncio to France on 23 December 1944 where he mediated between conservative 
and socially radical clergy. Created cardinal on 12 January 1953, and patriarch of Venice, Italy on 15 January 1953. Elected 261st pope on 28 October 
1958. 

As pope he stressed his own pastoral duties as well as those of other bishops and clergy. Promoted social reforms for workers, poor people, orphans, 
and the outcast. He advanced cooperation with other faiths and traditions including Protestant, Greek Orthodox, Church of England, and even Shinto. 
In April 1959 he forbade Catholics to vote for parties supporting Communism. His encyclical, Mater et Magistra of 14 July 1961 advocated social 
reform, assistance to underdeveloped countries, a living wage for all workers, and support for socialist measures that promised real benefit to society. 
He nearly doubled the number of cardinals, making the college the largest in history. On 25 January 1959, he announced his intent to call a council to 
consider ways to renew the Church in the modern world, promote diversity within the unity of the Church, and consider reforms promoted by 
ecumenical and liturgical movements. Convening the council, known as Vatican II, on 11 October 1962, was the high point of his reign. His heartiness, 
his overflowing love for humanity individually and collectively, and his freshness of approach to ecclesiastical affairs made John one of the best-loved 
popes of modern times. 

Born: 25 November 1881 at Sotto il Monte, diocese of Bergamo, Italy as Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli 

Papal Ascension: • elected 28 October 1958• installed on 4 November 1958 

Died: • 7:50pm on 3 June 1963 at Rome, Italy of stomach cancer• buried in Saint Peter's basilica, Vatican City 

Canonized: • on 5 July 2013, Pope Francis approved the promulgation of a decree of canonization• 27 April 2014 by Pope Francis 

Patronage: papal delegates 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

St. Maria Soledad Torres Acosta 

Daughter of Francis Torres and Antonia Acosta, who ran a small business. From her youth, Emanuela felt a call to the religious life. When she was old 
enough to leave home, she applied to the Dominicans, but she was rejected due to poor health. She spent much time and prayer discerning her call to 
vocation, and in 1848 was asked by a Servite tertiary priest to head a new community of women dedicated to ministering to the sick poor. She took 
the name Mary Soledad, and dedicated herself to the new community, which in 1851 still numbered only seven. 

In 1855 the community split into two groups, one founding a new house in Ferdinand Po. The half that remained with Mary Soledad became the 
foundation of the Handmaids of Mary Serving the Sick. Saint Mary was briefly relieved of her position, and the group nearly fell apart, but she was 
soon reinstated. The community received diocesan approval in 1861, and Mary Soledad spent 35 years as superior of the order, leading always by 
example. The group made a name for themselves working with victims of the Madrid, Spain cholera epidemic in 1865. By the time of her death, there 
were forty-six Handmaid houses across the world. 

Born: 2 December 1826 at Madrid, Spain as Emanuela Tores-Acosta 

Died: 11 October 1887 of natural causes 

Canonized : 25 January 1970 by Pope Paul VI 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

St. Bruno the Great 

Youngest son of Emperor Henry I and Saint Matilda of Saxony. Educated at Utrecht, Netherlands. Courtier to his brother Holy Roman Emperor Otto I, 
the Great Archchancellor to Otto in 951. Archbishop of Cologne, Germany.  

Administrator of the Duchy of Lorraine. Great supporter of monastic and ecclesiastical institutions. He founded the monastery of Saint Pantaleon at 
Cologne. 

Born: 925 

Died: • 11 October 965 at Rheims, France of natural causes• buried at the monastery of Saint Pantaleon at Cologne 

Canonized: 1870 by Pope Pius IX (cultus confirmation) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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St. Andre Bessette   

Today’s  Saints 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:   

Do you pay attention to warning signs? Many 

fatalities could be avoided if people took the 

warning signs seriously. When the religious 

leaders demanded a sign from Jesus, he gave 

them a warning to avert spiritual disaster. It 

was characteristic of the Jews that they 

demanded "signs" from God's messengers to 

authenticate their claims. When the religious 

leaders pressed Jesus to give proof for his 

claims he says in so many words that he is 

God's sign and that they need no further 

evidence from heaven than his own person. 

The people of Nineveh were saved because 

they accepted the sign and message of Jonah 

The Ninevites recognized God's warning when 

Jonah spoke to them, and they repented 

(Jonah 3:1-10). And the Queen of Sheba 

recognized God's wisdom in Solomon (1 

Kings 10:1-10). Jonah was God's sign and his 

message was the message of God for the 

people of Nineveh. Unfortunately the 

religious leaders were not content to accept 

the signs right before their eyes. They had 

rejected the message of John the Baptist and 

now they reject Jesus as God's Anointed One 

(Messiah) and they fail to heed his message. 

Jesus' death and resurrection brings us new 

ever lasting life 

Simeon had prophesied at Jesus' birth that 

he was "destined for the falling and rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 

opposed so that inner thoughts of many will 

be revealed" (Luke 2:34- 35). Just as Jonah 

spent 3 days in the belly of the whale before 

he delivered the Ninevites from death and 

destruction, Jesus likewise spent 3 days in 

the tomb before rising again to save us from 

sin and death and bring us new life. Jesus 

confirmed his message of good news and 

deliverance with many miracles in 

preparation for the greatest sign of all - his 

resurrection on the third day. 

The Lord Jesus came to set us free from 

slavery to sin and hurtful desires. Through 

the gift of the Holy Spirit he pours his love 

into our hearts that we may understand his 

will for our lives and walk in his way of 

holiness (Romans 5:5). God searches our 

hearts, not to condemn us, but to show us 

where we need his saving grace and help. He 

calls us to seek him with true repentance, 

humility, and the honesty to see our sins for 

what they really are - a rejection of his love 

and will for our lives. 

Listen to God's word of wisdom and you will 

find true life and everlasting joy 

God will transform us if we listen to his word 

and allow his Holy Spirit to work in our lives. 

Ask the Lord to renew your mind and to 

increase your thirst for his wisdom. James 

says that the wisdom from above is first 

pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, 

full of mercy and good fruits, without 

uncertainty or insincerity (James 3:17). A 

double-minded person cannot receive this 

kind of wisdom. The single of heart desire 

one thing alone - God's pleasure. God wants 

us to delight in him and to know the freedom 

of his truth and love. Do you thirst for the 

holiness without which no one will see the 

Lord (Hebrews 12:14)? 

Lord Jesus, give me a heart that loves what 

is good and in accord with your will and fill 

me with your wisdom that I my understand 

your ways. Give me the grace and the 

courage to reject whatever is evil and 

contrary to your will. 
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The Bible in one year:   
OCTOBER 

 
01 Jdth 14–16, Hab 3, Gal 3:1–

15, Ps 109:20–27 

02 Esther 11:2–12:6, Esther 1, 

Zeph 1, Gal 3:16–29, Ps 109:28

–31 

03 Esther 2:1–3:13, Esther 13:1

–7, Esther 3:14–15, Zeph 2–3, 

Gal 4, Ps 110 

04 Esther 4, Esther 13:8–15:16, 

Haggai 1, Gal 5, Ps 111 

05 Esther 5–7, Haggai 2, Gal 6, 

Ps 112:1–6 

06 Esther 8:1–12, Esther 16, 

Esther 8:13–17, Zech 1, Eph 1, 

Ps 112:7–10 

07 Esther 9:1–11:1, Zech 2, Eph 

2, Ps 113 

08 Job 1–3, Zech 3–4, Eph 3, Ps 

114 

09 Job 4–5, Zech 5, Eph 4:1–20, 

Ps 115:1–7 

10 Job 6–7, Zech 6–7, Eph 4:21

–32, Ps 115:8–14 

11 Job 8–9, Zech 8, Eph 5, Ps 

115:15–18 

12 Job 10–11, Zech 9, Eph 6, Ps 

116:1–10 

13 Job 12–13, Zech 10, Phil 1:1

–18, Ps 116:11–19 

14 Job 14–15, Zech 11, Phil 

1:19–30, Ps 117 

15 Job 16–17, Zech 12–13, Phil 

2, Ps 118:1–10 

16 Job 18–19, Zech 14, Phil 3, 

Ps 118:11–17 

17 Job 20, Mal 1–2, Phil 4, Ps 

118:18–24 

18 Job 21–22, Mal 3, Col 1, Ps 

118:25–29 

19 Job 23–25, Mal 4, Col 2, Ps 

119:1–10 

20 Job 26–27, 1 Macc 1:1–28, 

Col 3:1–14, Ps 119:11–17 

21 Job 28–29, 1 Macc 1:29–48, 

Col 3:15–4:18, Ps 119:18–24 

22 Job 30–31, 1 Macc 1:49–64, 

1 Thess 1, Ps 119:25–31 

23 Job 32, 1 Macc 2:1–25, 1 

Thess 2–3, Ps 119:32–38 

24 Job 33–34, 1 Macc 2:26–45, 

1 Thess 4, Ps 119:39–45 

25 Job 35–36, 1 Macc 2:46–70, 

1 Thess 5, Ps 119:46–52 

26 Job 37, 1 Macc 3:1–15, 2 

Thess 1, Ps 119:53–59 

27 Job 38–39, 1 Macc 3:16–35, 

2 Thess 2, Ps 119:60–66 

28 Job 40, 1 Macc 3:36–60, 2 

Thess 3, Ps 119:67–73 

30 Prov 1–2, 1 Macc 4:17–36, 1 

Tim 3, Ps 119:81–87 

31 Prov 3–4, 1 Macc 4:37–61, 1 

Tim 4, Ps 119:88–94 

  

This Is an Evil Generation; It Seeks a Sign 

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading     Rom 1:1-7 Responsorial Psalm   98:1bcde, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 
    2nd Reading     Gospel     Lk 11:29-32 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading TITUS 3:1-7   Gospel  LK 10:38-42 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading PHIL 4:12-14   Gospel  JN 21:15-19 
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We dedicate this 

website to the 

Generous Heart of 

Mother Mary 
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Mission of Jesus, is a Non 

profitable, service oriented 

website, This site belongs to 

each and every Christian 

who view this website. This 

is our 20th Year of Service 

on the Web. 

This site is been developed 

with the help of many of the 

Christian Brothers around 

the world, we do even invite 

you Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ to send us related 

information about your 

Testimonials and News 

letters so that we could add 

them into our website. 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Monday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time 

 

 St. John XXIII, 

Pope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Reading 1      Rom 1:1-7 

 

  Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, 

called to be an Apostle and set apart for 

the Gospel of God, 

which he promised previously through his 

prophets in the holy Scriptures, 

the Gospel about his Son, descended 

from David according to the flesh,  

but established as Son of God in power  

according to the Spirit of holiness  

through resurrection from the dead, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him we have received the grace 

of apostleship,  

to bring about the obedience of faith, 

for the sake of his name, among all the 

Gentiles, 

among whom are you also, who are 

called to belong to Jesus Christ; 

to all the beloved of God in Rome, called 

to be holy. 

Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

  Responsorial Psalm    98:1bcde, 2-

3ab, 3cd-4 
 

R.    (2a) The Lord has made known his 

salvation. 

Sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for he has done wondrous deeds; 

His right hand has won victory for him, 

    his holy arm. 

R.    The Lord has made known his 

salvation. 

The LORD has made his salvation known: 

    in the sight of the nations he has 

revealed his justice. 

He has remembered his kindness and his 

faithfulness 

    toward the house of Israel. 

R.    The Lord has made known his 

salvation. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the salvation by our God. 

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; 

    break into song; sing praise. 

R.    The Lord has made known his 

salvation. 

 

Alleluia 

Ps 95:8 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

If today you hear his voice, 

harden not your hearts. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel   Lk 11:29-32 

 

While still more people gathered in the 

crowd, Jesus said to them, 

“This generation is an evil generation; 

it seeks a sign, but no sign will be given 

it, 

except the sign of Jonah. 

Just as Jonah became a sign to the 

Ninevites, 

so will the Son of Man be to this 

generation. 

At the judgment  

the queen of the south will rise with the 

men of this generation 

and she will condemn them, 

because she came from the ends of the 

earth 

to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 

and there is something greater than 

Solomon here. 

At the judgment the men of Nineveh will 

arise with this generation  

and condemn it, 

because at the preaching of Jonah they 

repented, 

and there is something greater than 

Jonah here.” 

St. Maria 

Soledad Torres 

Acosta 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bruno the 

Great 
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