
 

 

St. Thomas of Villanova 

Saint Thomas, the glory of the Spanish Church in the sixteenth century, was born in the diocese of Toledo in 1488. His mother was a Christian of 
extraordinary tenderness for the poor. God worked a miracle for her one day, when her servants had given away absolutely all the flour in their 
storeroom. When another beggar came to the door, she told them to go back once more and look again, and they found the storeroom filled with 
flour. Her little son followed his mother's example, and one day gave away, to six poor persons in succession, the six young chicks which had been 
following the hen around in the yard. When his mother asked where they were, he said, You didn't leave any bread in the house, Mama, so I gave 
them the chicks! I would have given the hen if another beggar had come. 

At the age of fifteen years he began his studies and succeeded so well he was judged fit to teach philosophy and theology in a college of Alcala, and 
then at Salamanca. When his father died he returned to Villanova to dispose of his patrimony. He made his house into a hospital, keeping only what 
was needed for his mother, and gave the rest to the poor. At the age of twenty-eight he entered the Order of the Hermits of Saint Augustine at 
Salamanca, becoming professed in 1517. When ordained a priest three years later, he continued his teaching of theology, but also began to preach so 
remarkably well that he was compared with Saint Paul and the prophet Elias. The city was reformed, and after the Emperor Charles V heard him once, 
he returned and often mingled with the crowd to listen, finally making Saint Thomas his official preacher. He became Prior of his Order in three cities, 
then three times a Provincial Superior. His sanctity continued to increase, and he was nominated archbishop of Valencia in 1544; he had refused a 
similar offer sixteen years earlier, but this time was obliged to accept. After a long drought, rain fell on the day he assumed his new office. He arrived 
as a pilgrim accompanied by one fellow monk, and was not recognized in the convent of his Order when the two travelers came asking for shelter 
during the rain. He was obliged to reveal his identity when the Prior, who wondered where the awaited archbishop might be, asked him if perchance it 
was he. 

The new Archbishop was so poor that he was given money for furnishings, but he took it to the hospital for the indigent. On being led to his throne in 
church, he pushed the silken cushions aside, and with tears kissed the ground. His first visit was to the prison. Two-thirds of his episcopal revenues 
were annually spent in alms. He daily fed five hundred needy persons, made himself responsible for the bringing up of the city's orphans, and 
sheltered neglected foundlings with a mother's care. During his eleven years' episcopate, not one poor maiden was married without an alms from the 
archbishop. Spurred by his example, the rich and the selfish became liberal and generous. And when, on the Nativity of Our Lady, 1555, after one 
week of illness, Saint Thomas was about to breathe his last, he gave his bed to a poor man and asked to be placed on the floor. It has been said that 
at his death he was probably the only poor man in his see. 

Reflection: When a refractory priest had not heeded his bishop's remonstrances, Saint Thomas took him into a room apart, uncovered his shoulders 
and knelt before his crucifix, saying: My brother, my sins are the reason you have not changed your life and listened to my warnings. It is just for me 
to bear the penalty of my fault. And he scourged himself cruelly. This frequent practice brought many to tears and reform of their lives. In this way a 

perfect Pastor inspired his entire flock with truly Christian sentiments. 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Ignatius of Santhia 

Ordained in 1710 in the diocese of Vercelli, Italy. Parish priest for six years. He was offered a position of authority in the diocese, but declined, and on 
24 May 1716 he became a novice in the Capuchins of Turin, Italy, taking the name Ignatius, and beginning 54 years of service in the Order. He was 
under the direction of a novice half his age, which Father Ignatius accepted with humility. In 1717 he was assigned to the convent at Saluzzo, Italy, 
and served as sacristan. Novice master at Chieri, Italy. Sacristan at Capuchin Hill, Turin in 1723, a convent with 87 priests. Novice master at Mondovi 
from 1731 to 1744. An eye illness forced him to give up the position for nearly two years. 

When he recovered he became head chaplain of the armies of the King of Piedmont who were fighting invading Franco-Hispanic forces. He was noted 
for his work in the field as minister, and with the injured. After the war he returned to life at Capuchin Hill where he served as confessor and religious 
instructor to lay brothers. In his later years he spent his days visiting the sick and the poor of Turin, and ministering to the thousands that came daily 
to Capuchin Hill for his blessing. 

Born: 5 June 1686 in Santhià, Vercelli, Italy as Maurice Belvisotti  Died: 22 September 1770 of natural causes in Turin, Italy 

Canonized: 19 May 2002 by Pope John Paul II at Rome, Italy 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Maurice and the Theban Legion 

The Roman legion of Christians, called the Theban Legion, under the presidency of their General, Maurice, numbered more than six thousand men. 
They marched from the East into Gaul, which was in revolt. They were camped near the Lake of Geneva, when they received orders to join with the 
others in a solemn sacrifice to the gods. They retired a little farther away, to a site today called Saint Maurice d'Augaune, in order to abstain, but were 
told to return and join in the festival with the others. They found themselves in the sad necessity of disobeying the command. It was not an act of 
felony for these brave soldiers, who had already fought many battles, but of heroic loyalty. Nonetheless, the barbaric prince gave the order to 
decimate the Legion. It would seem the emperor's messengers might have feared a forced resistance, but the disciples of Jesus Christ hoped for 
nothing but a peaceful victory over the world and the demon, with all his false gods. 

The names of the soldiers were written on papers and placed in the caps of the centurions, for 600 were destined to perish as examples. These 
embraced their comrades, who encouraged them and even envied their fate. The plain soon flowed with the blood of the martyrs. The survivors 
persisted in declaring themselves Christians, and the butchery began again; the blood of another 600 reddened the waters of the Rhone. The others 
all persevered in their faith, and Saint Maurice sent to the tyrant an admirable letter, saying: Emperor, we are your soldiers; we are ready to combat 
the enemies of the empire, but we are also Christians, and we owe fidelity to the true God. We are not rebels, but we prefer to die, innocent, rather 
than to live, guilty. The Emperor, seeing himself defeated, ordered them all to be massacred. As the massacre began, these generous soldiers deposed 
their weapons, offered their necks to the sword, and suffered themselves to be butchered in silence. 

Reflection: Thank God for every slight or insult you have to bear. An injury borne in meekness and silence is a true victory. It is the proof that we are 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ, disciples of that heavenly wisdom which is both pure and peaceable. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Today’s  Saints 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:     

Who do you love and cherish the most? God did not 
intend for us to be alone, but to be with others. He gives 
us many opportunities for developing relationships with 
family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. Why does 
Jesus seem to ignore his own relatives when they 
pressed to see him? His love and respect for his mother 
and his relatives is unquestionable. Jesus never lost an 
opportunity to teach his disciples a spiritual lesson and 
truth about the kingdom of God. On this occasion when 
many gathered to hear Jesus he pointed to another 
higher reality of relationships, namely our relationship with 
God and with those who belong to God. 

What is the essence of being a Christian? It is certainly 
more than doctrine, precepts, and commandments. It is 
first and foremost a relationship - a relationship of trust, 
affection, commitment, loyalty, faithfulness, kindness, 
thoughtfulness, compassion, mercy, helpfulness, 
encouragement, support, strength, protection, and so 
many other qualities that bind people together in mutual 
love and unity. 

God seeks a personal intimate relationship with each one 
of us 

God offers us the greatest of relationships - union of 
heart, mind, and spirit with himself, the very author and 
source of love (1 John 4:8,16). God's love never fails, 
never forgets, never compromises, never lies, never lets 
us down nor disappoints us. His love is consistent, 
unwavering, unconditional, unrelenting and unstoppable. 
There is no end to his love. Nothing in this world can 
make him leave us, ignore us, or withhold from us his 
merciful love and care (Romans 8:31-39). He will love us 
no matter what. It is his nature to love. That is why he 
created us - to be united with him and to share in his love 
(1 John 3:1). 

God is a trinity of divine persons - one in being with the 
eternal Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - and a community of 
undivided love. God made us in his image and likeness 
(Genesis 1:26,27) to be a people who are free to choose 
what is good, loving, and just and to reject whatever is 
false and contrary to his love and righteousness (moral 
goodness). That is why Jesus challenged his followers, 
and even his own earthly relatives, to recognize that God 
is the true source of all relationships. God wants all of our 
relationships to be rooted in his love and goodness. 

The heavenly Father's offer of friendship and adoption 

Jesus Christ is God's love incarnate - God's love made 
visible in human flesh (1 John 4:9-10). That is why Jesus 
describes himself as the good shepherd who lays down 
his life for his sheep and the shepherd who seeks out the 
sheep who have strayed and lost their way. God is like 
the father who yearns for his prodigal son to return home 
and then throws a great party for his son when he has a 
change of heart and comes back (Luke 15:11-32). 

Jesus offered up his life on the cross for our sake, so that 
we could be forgiven and restored to unity and friendship 
with God. It is through Jesus that we become the adopted 
children of God - his own sons and daughters. That is 
why Jesus told his disciples that they would have many 
new friends and family relationships in his kingdom. 
Whoever does the will of God is a friend of God and a 
member of his family - his sons and daughters who have 
been ransomed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 

Through Jesus Christ we become brothers and sisters - 
members of God's family 

Lucian of Antioch (240-312 AD), an early Christian martyr 
once said that "a Christian's only relatives are the saints"- 
namely those who have been redeemed by the blood of 
Christ and adopted as sons and daughters of God. Those 
who have been baptized into Jesus Christ and who live as 
his disciples enter into a new family, a family of "saints" 
here on earth and in heaven. Jesus changes the order of 
relationships and shows that true kinship is not just a 
matter of flesh and blood. 

Our adoption as sons and daughters of God transforms 
all of our relationships and requires a new order of loyalty 
to God first and to his kingdom of righteousness and 
peace. Do you want to grow in love and friendship? Allow 
the Holy Spirit to transform your heart, mind, and will to 
enable you to love freely and generously as God has 
loved you. 

Heavenly Father, you are the source of all true friendship 
and love. In all my relationships, may your love be my 
constant guide for choosing what is good and for rejecting 
what is contrary to your will. 
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The Bible in one year:   
SEPTEMBER 

 
 01 2 Chron 28–29, Hos 6, 1 Cor 

4–5, Ps 103:17–22 

02 2 Chron 30–31, Hos 7–8, 1 

Cor 6, Ps 104:1–8 

03 2 Chron 32–33, Hos 9, 1 Cor 

7:1–20, Ps 104:9–15 

04 2 Chron 34, Hos 10, 1 Cor 

7:21–40, Ps 104:16–22 

05 2 Chron 35–36, Hos 11–12, 1 

Cor 8, Ps 104:23–29 

06 Ezra 1:1–2:41, Hos 13–14, 1 

Cor 9, Ps 104:30–35 

07 Ezra 2:42–3:13, Joel 1, 1 Cor 

10, Ps 105:1–8 

08 Ezra 4–6, Joel 2:1–15, 1 Cor 

11:1–16, Ps 105:9–15 

09 Ezra 7, Joel 2:16–32, 1 Cor 

11:17–34, Ps 105:16–22 

10 Ezra 8–9, Joel 3, 1 Cor 12, Ps 

105:23–29 

11 Ezra 10, Amos 1, 1 Cor 13, 

Ps 105:30–36 

12 Neh 1–3, Amos 2–3, 1 Cor 

14:1–25, Ps 105:37–45 

13 Neh 4–5, Amos 4, 1 Cor 

14:26–40, Ps 106:1–5 

14 Neh 6:1–7:36, Amos 5, 1 Cor 

15:1–29, Ps 106:6–12 

15 Neh 7:37–8:18, Amos 6, 1 

Cor 15:30–58, Ps 106:13–20 

16 Neh 9, Amos 7, 1 Cor 16, Ps 

106:21–27 

17 Neh 10, Amos 8–9, 2 Cor 1:1

–12, Ps 106:28–34 

18 Neh 11–12, Obad, 2 Cor 1:13

–2:17, Ps 106:35–41 

19 Neh 13, Jonah 1, 2 Cor 3, Ps 

106:42–48 

20 Tobit 1–3, Jonah 2–3, 2 Cor 

4, Ps 107:1–7 

21 Tobit 4–5, Jonah 4, 2 Cor 5, 

Ps 107:8–14 

22 Tobit 6–8, Micah 1–2, 2 Cor 

6, Ps 107:15–21 

23 Tobit 9–11, Micah 3–4, 2 

Cor 7:1–8:11, Ps 107:22–28 

24 Tobit 12–14, Micah 5, 2 Cor 

8:12–9:15, Ps 107:29–35 

25 Jdth 1–2, Micah 6, 2 Cor 10, 

Ps 107:36–43 

26 Jdth 3–5, Micah 7, 2 Cor 

11:1–19, Ps 108:title–5 

27 Jdth 6–7, Nah 1–2, 2 Cor 

11:20–33, Ps 108:6–13 

28 Jdth 8, Nah 3, 2 Cor 12–13, 

Ps 109:title–5 

29 Jdth 9–11, Hab 1, Gal 1, Ps 

109:6–12 

30 Jdth 12–13, Hab 2, Gal 2, Ps 

109:13–19 

  

Hear the Word of God and Do It 

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading    EPH 4:1-7, 11-13 Responsorial Psalm  19:2-3, 4-5 
    2nd Reading      Gospel     MT 9:9-13 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading ROM 3:1-8    Gospel  MT 10:26-33 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading 1 COR 12:27-31   Gospel  MT 6:25-34 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Tuesday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time 

 

St. Thomas of 

Villanova 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Reading 1   PRV 21:1-6, 10-13 

 

 
Like a stream is the king’s heart in the hand 
of the LORD; 
wherever it pleases him, he directs it. 
 
All the ways of a man may be right in his own 
eyes, 
but it is the LORD who proves hearts. 

 
To do what is right and just 
is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. 
 
Haughty eyes and a proud heart– 
the tillage of the wicked is sin. 

 
The plans of the diligent are sure of profit, 
but all rash haste leads certainly to poverty. 
 
Whoever makes a fortune by a lying tongue 
is chasing a bubble over deadly snares. 
 

The soul of the wicked man desires evil; 
his neighbor finds no pity in his eyes. 

 
When the arrogant man is punished, the 
simple are the wiser; 
when the wise man is instructed, he gains 
knowledge. 

 
The just man appraises the house of the 
wicked: 
there is one who brings down the wicked to 
ruin. 
 

He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor 
will himself also call and not be heard. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm                   119:1, 27, 

30, 34, 35, 44 
 
 

R. (35) Guide me, Lord, in the way of your 

commands. 
Blessed are they whose way is blameless, 
who walk in the law of the LORD. 
R. Guide me, Lord, in the way of your 
commands. 
Make me understand the way of your 

precepts, 
and I will meditate on your wondrous deeds. 
R. Guide me, Lord, in the way of your 
commands. 
The way of truth I have chosen; 
I have set your ordinances before me. 
R. Guide me, Lord, in the way of your 

commands. 

Give me discernment, that I may observe 
your law 
and keep it with all my heart. 
R. Guide me, Lord, in the way of your 
commands. 
Lead me in the path of your commands, 

for in it I delight. 
R. Guide me, Lord, in the way of your 
commands. 
And I will keep your law continually, 
forever and ever. 
R. Guide me, Lord, in the way of your 

commands. 
  
Alleluia 
LK 11:28 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed are those who hear the word of God 
and observe it. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Gospel   LK 8:19-21 

 
 

The mother of Jesus and his brothers 

came to him 

but were unable to join him because of 

the crowd. 

He was told, “Your mother and your 

brothers are standing outside 

and they wish to see you.” 

He said to them in reply, “My mother and 

my brothers  

are those who hear the word of God and 

act on it.” 

 St. Maurice 

and the Theban 

Legion 
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