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Third Sunday of Lent

Today’s Bible Readings
Responsorial Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9.

Gospel JN 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42
Gospel MT 21:33-44
Gospel MK 15:21-28

Mother Mary

A spring of water welling up to eternal life
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Prayer for All Souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady
to release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is
said. The prayer was extend

to include living sinners
which would alleviate the
indebtedness accrued to
them during their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all
the holy Souls in
Purgatory, for sinners
everywhere, for sinners
in the Universal Church,
those in my own home
and within my family.
Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the
Passion of Christ, which
many times brought floods
of tears to her eyes. She did
many penances, and Our
Lady appeared to her many
times. Her holy Soul passed
away in 1334. November 16
is her Feast Day.

Meditation:

Would you do a favor for someone who snubbed you or
treated you like an enemy? Jesus did just that and more!
He treated the Samaritans, the sworn enemies of the Jews,
with great kindness and respect. The Samaritans who lived
in middle region of Israel between Galilee and Judaea and
the Jews who lived in the rest of the land of Israel had
been divided for centuries. They had no dealings with one
another, avoiding all social contact, even trade, and inter-
marriage. If their paths crossed it would not be unusual for
hostility to break out.

When Jesus decided to pass through Samaria he stopped at
Jacob's well because it was mid-day and he was both tired
from the journey and thirsty. Jacob’'s well was a good mile
and a half from the nearest town, called Sychar. It wasn't
easy to draw water from this well since it was over a
hundred feet deep. Jesus had neither rope nor bucket to
fetch the water.

When a Samaritan woman showed up at the well, both
were caught by surprise. Why would a Samaritan woman
walk a mile and a half in the mid-day heat to fetch her
water at a remote well rather than in her local town? She
was an outcast and not welcomed among her own
townspeople. Jesus then did something no respectable Jew
would think of doing. He reached out to her, thus risking
ritual impurity and scorn from his fellow Jews. He also did
something no strict Rabbi would dare to do in public
without loss to his reputation. He treated the woman like
he would treat one of his friends - he greeted her and
spoke at length with her. Jesus' welcoming approach to
her was scandalous to both Jews and Samaritans because
this woman was an adulteress and public sinner as well.
No decent Jew or Samaritan would even think of being
seen with such a woman, let alone exchanging a word with
her!

Jesus broke through the barriers of prejudice, hostility,
and tradition to bring the good news of peace and
reconciliation to Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles alike. He
demonstrated the universality of the gospel both in word
and deed. No one is barred from the love of God and the
good news of salvation. There is only one thing that can
keep us from God and his redeeming love - our stubborn
pride and wilful rebellion.

What is the point of Jesus' exchange with the Samaritan
woman about water? Water in the arid land was scarce.
Jacob's well was located in a strategic fork of the road
between Samaria and Galilee. One can live without food for
several days, but not without water. Water is a source of
life and growth for all living things. When rain came to the
desert, the water transformed the wasteland into a fertile
field.

The kind of water which Jesus spoke about was living,
running, fresh, pure water. Fresh water from a cool
running stream was always preferred to the still water one
might find in a pool or resevoir. When the Israelites
complained about lack of water in the wilderness, God
instructed Moses to strike the rock and a stream of fresh
living water gushed out (Exodusl17:6 ). Even though the
Israelites did not trust God to care for them in the
wilderness, God, nonetheless gave them abundant water
and provision through the intercession of his servant
Moses.

The image of "living water” is used throughout the
scriptures as a symbol of God's wisdom, a wisdom that
imparts life and blessing to all who receive it. "The
teaching of the wise is a fountain of life" (Proverbs 13:14).
"Living water” was also a symbol for the Jews of thirst of
the soul for God. The water which Jesus spoke of
symbolized the Holy Spirit and his work of recreating us in

God's image and sustaining in us the new life which comes

IAbortion isn't a lesser evil,

it's a crime. Taking one life

to save another, that's

what the Mafia does. It's a
rime. It's an absolute evil.

Pope Francis

from God. The life which the Holy Spirit produces in us
makes us a ""new creation” in Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians
5:17). Do you thirst for God and for the life of the Holy
Spirit within you?

Hippolytus (170-236 AD), an early Christian writer and
theologian who lived in Rome, explains the significance of
the Holy Spirit's work in us:
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"This is the water of the Spirit: It refreshes paradise,
enriches the earth, gives life to living things. It is the
water of Christ's baptism; it is our life. If you go with faith
to this renewing fountain, you renounce Satan your enemy
and confess Christ your God. You cease to be a slave and
become an adopted son. You come forth radiant as the sun
and brilliant with justice. You come forth a son of God and
fellow-heir with Christ.” (From a sermon, On the Epiphany)

Basil the Great (330-379 AD), a great early Christian
teacher and Greek bishop of Caesarea, speaks in a similar
manner:

"The Spirit restores paradise to us and the way to heaven
and adoption as children of God; he instills confidence that
we may call God truly Father and grants us the grace of
Christ to be children of the light and to enjoy eternal glory.
In a word, he bestows the fullness of blessings in this
world and the next; for we may contemplate now in the
mirror of faith the promised things we shall someday
enjoy. If this is the foretaste, what must the reality be? If

these are the first fruits, what must be the
harvest?" (From the treatise, The Holy Spirit)
"Lord Jesus, my soul thirsts for you. Fill me with your Holy

Spirit that 1 may always find joy in your presence and take
delight in doing your will.”

A

v Reading 1

EX 17:3-7

In those days, in their thirst for water,

the people grumbled against Moses,

saying, “Why did you ever make us leave Egypt?
Was it just to have us die here of thirst

with our children and our livestock?”

So Moses cried out to the LORD,

“What shall I do with this people?

a little more and they will stone me!”

The LORD answered Moses,

“Go over there in front of the people,

along with some of the elders of Israel,

holding in your hand, as you go,

the staff with which you struck the river.

I will be standing there in front of you on the rock in Horeb.
Strike the rock, and the water will flow from it
for the people to drink.”

This Moses did, in the presence of the elders of Israel.
The place was called Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled there

and tested the LORD, saying,
>"Is the LORD in our midst or not?”

Responsorial Psalm
-9.

95:1-2, 6-7, 8

R. (8) If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;
let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us joyfully sing psalms to him.
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Come, let us bow down in worship;
let us kneel before the LORD who made us.
For he is our God,
and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as in the day of Massah in the desert,
Where your fathers tempted me;
they tested me though they had seen my works.”
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Reading 2 ROM 5:1-2, 5-8
Brothers and sisters: Since we have been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by faith to this grace
in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of
God. And hope does not disappoint, because the love of
God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us. For Christ, while we were
still helpless, died at the appointed time for the ungodly.
Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person,
though perhaps for a good person one might even find
courage to die. But God proves his love for us

in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.

Verse Before The Gospel JN 4:42, 15
Lord, you are truly the Savior of the world;
give me living water, that | may never thirst again.

.Gospel
40-42

JN 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a,

Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sychar,

near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his son
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, tired from his
journey, sat down there at the well. It was about noon.

A woman of Samaria came to draw water.

Jesus said to her,

“Give me a drink.”

His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The
Samaritan woman said to him,

“How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a
drink?” —For Jews wuse nothing in common with
Samaritans.— Jesus answered and said to her,

“If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you, ‘Give
me a drink, * you would have asked him

and he would have given you living water.”

The woman said to him,

“Sir, you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is
deep; where then can you get this living water?

Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this
cistern and drank from it himself with his children and his
flocks?”

Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks this
water will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water |
shall give will never thirst; the water | shall give will
become in him

a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

The woman said to him,

“Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty

or have to keep coming here to draw water.

"I can see that you are a prophet.
Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain;

but you people say that the place to worship is in
Jerusalem.”

Jesus said to her,

“Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. You people worship what you do not

understand; we worship what we understand, because
salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is
now here, when true worshipers will worship the Father in
Spirit and truth; and indeed the Father seeks such people
to worship him. God is Spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in Spirit and truth.”

The woman said to him,

"I know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the
Christ; when he comes, he will tell us everything.”

Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking with
you.”

Many of the Samaritans of that town began to believe in
him. When the Samaritans came to him, they invited him
to stay with them; and he stayed there two days.

Many more began to believe in him because of his word,
and they said to the woman, “We no longer believe
because of your word; for we have heard for ourselves,

and we know that this is truly the savior of the world.”
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Today’s Saints

St. Louise de
Marillac

St. Clement
Mary
Hofbauer

Bl. Artemide
Zatti

St.

Though she considered a religious vocation from an early age, her ill health kept any house from taking her. She married Antony LeGras, an official to
the queen, in 1611. Widowed in 1625. Spiritual student of Saint Vincent de Paul. With Saint Vincent, she founded the Daughters of Charity in 1642,
receiving Vatican approval in 1655. Founded the Sisters of Charity, took her vows in the order, and served as its superior until her death. Spiritual
guide for groups of lay women.

St.

Bl.

One of three sons born to Albino Vecchi and Luigi Zatti. His was a poor family, and the boy had to drop out of school at age nine to work for a wealthy
neighbor. The family eventually immigrated to Bahia Blanca, Argentina to find work, arriving in Buenos Aires on 9 February 1897. There Artemide
worked in a tile factory, and attended a local parochial school run by the Salesians. He felt drawn to the Salesians, and at age 20 entered their
seminary, Casa di Bernal.

Louise de Marillac

Born: 12 August 1591 at Meux, France

Canonized: 11 March 1934 by Pope Pius XI

Clement Mary Hofbauer

Died: 15 March 1820 at Vienna, Austria of natural causes

Canonized: 20 May 1909 by Pope Pius X

Artemide Zatti

Beatified: 14 April 2002 by Pope John Paul 11

Patronage: Vienna, Austria (named by Pope Saint Pius X in 1914)

Died: e 15 March 1660 at Paris, France of natural causese body incorrupt

Born: 26 December 1751 at Tasswitz, Moravia (in the modern Czech Republic) as John Dvorak

Born: 12 October 1880 at Boretto, Reggio Emilia, in northern Italy

Died: o 15 March 1951 of cancer at Bahia Blanca, Argentinae relics interred in the Salesian chapel at Viedma, Argentina
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Patronage: e disappointing childrene loss of parentse people rejected by religious orderse sick peoplee social workers (proclaimed on 12 February 1960
by Pope John XXIII)e Vincentian Service Corpse widows

Ninth child of a butcher who changed the family name from the Moravian Dvorédk to the Germanic Hofbauer. His father died when Clement was six
years old. The young man felt a call to the priesthood, but his family was too poor to afford his education. Apprentice and journeyman baker at
Premonstratensian monastery at Bruck, Germany. Hermit.

When hermitages were abolished by Emperor Joseph 11, Clement worked as a baker in Vienna, Austria. Hermit in Italy with Peter Kunzmann, taking
the name Clement. Made three pilgrimages to Rome. During the third, he joined the Redemptorists at San Giuliano, adding the name Marie. He met
some sponsors following a Mass, and they agreed to pay for his education. Studied at the University of Vienna, and at Rome. Ordained in 1785, and
assigned to Vienna.

Missionary to Warsaw, Poland with several companions from 1786 to 1808, working with the poor, building schools and orphanages; the brothers
preached five sermons a day. Spiritual teacher of Venerable Joseph Passerat. With Father Thaddeus Hubl, he introduced the Congregation of the Most
Holy Redeemer to Poland. From there he sent Redemptorist missionaries to Germany and Switzerland. Clement and his companions were imprisoned
in 1808 when Napoleon suppressed religious orders, then expelled to Austria.

Noted preacher and spiritual director in Vienna. Chaplain and spiritual director of an Ursuline convent. Founded a Catholic college in Vienna. Worked
with young men, and helped revitalize German religious life. Worked against the establishment of a German national Church. Worked against
Josephinism which sought secular control of the Church and clergy.

Artemide contracted tuberculosis while caring for a young Salesian priest with the disease, a man who died from it in 1902. He was sent to San Jose
Hospital for what little treatment there was in that day, but with little hope. With his friend and unofficial doctor, Father Evarisio Garrone, Artemide
prayed for the intervention of Our Lady, Help of Christians, offering to dedicate his life to the care of the sick; the young Salesian was miraculously
and completely healed.

He kept his promise. He worked in the San Jose pharmacy, and learned about hospital management from Father Garrone. Upon his mentor's death,
Artemide took charge of the hospital, and what time he could spare from his administrative duty was spent caring for patients. Today the hospital is
named in his honour.
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