
 

 

The Conversion of Saint Paul 

The great Apostle Paul, named Saul at his circumcision, was born in Tarsus, the capital of Cilicia, and was by that privilege a Roman citizen, 
to which quality a great distinction and several exemptions were granted by the laws of the Empire. He was early instructed in the strict 
observance of the Mosaic law, and lived up to it in the most scrupulous manner. In his zeal for the Jewish law, which he believed to be the 
divine Cause of God, he became a violent persecutor of the Christians. He was one of those who combined to murder Saint Stephen, and then 
he presided in the violent persecution of the faithful which followed the holy deacon's martyrdom. By virtue of the power he had received 
from the high priest, he dragged the Christians out of their houses, loaded them with chains, and thrust them into prison. In the fury of his 
zeal he applied for a commission to seize in Damascus all Jews who confessed Jesus Christ, and to bring them in bonds to Jerusalem, that 

they might serve as examples for the others. 

But God was pleased to manifest in him His patience and mercy. While Saul was journeying to Damascus, he and his party were surrounded 
by a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, and suddenly the chief was struck to the ground. And then a voice was heard saying, Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute Me? And Saul answered, Who art Thou, Lord? and the voice replied, I am Jesus, whom you persecute. This mild 

admonition of Our Redeemer, accompanied with a powerful interior grace, cured Saul's pride, assuaged his rage, and wrought at once a total 
change in him. Therefore, trembling and astonished, he cried out, Lord, what wilt Thou have me do? Our Lord ordered him to proceed on his 
way to the city of Damascus, where he would be informed of what was expected of him. Saul, arising from the ground, found that although 
his eyes were open, he saw nothing. 

He was led into the city, where he was lodged in the house of a Christian named Judas. To this house came by divine appointment a holy man 
named Ananias, who, laying his hands on Saul, said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your journey, has sent me that 
you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Ghost. Immediately something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he recovered his 
sight; then he arose and was baptized. He stayed a few days with the disciples at Damascus, and began immediately to preach in the 
synagogues that Jesus was the Son of God. Thus a blasphemer and a persecutor was made an Apostle, and chosen as one of God's principal 
instruments in the conversion of the world. 

Reflection. Listen to the words of The Imitation of Christ, and let them sink into your heart: He who would keep the grace of God, let him be 
grateful for grace when it is given, and patient when it is taken away. Let him pray that it may be given back to him, and be careful and 
humble, lest he lose it. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Poppo 

Born to the Belgian nobility, the son of Tizekinus and Adalwif. His was a pious family; when Poppo was grown, his mother became a nun. 

Career soldier. Pilgrim to the Holy Lands in 1000, and then to Rome, Italy. While on the road late one night, a flame suddenly lit over his 
head, and his lance radiated a brilliant light. Poppo took this as a sign of the Holy Spirit, and started considering a religious vocation. Monk at 
the Saint Theirry monastery at Rheims, France in 1005. 

Beginning in 1008 he worked with Abbot Richard of Saint-Vanne to restore order and religious observance to several houses. Prior of the 

monastery of Saint Vaast in Arras, France in 1013. Prior at Vasloges, France in 1016. Abbot-general for a large group of houses in Lotharingia 
(in modern France, Germany and Switzerland) in 1020. Abbot of Stavelot-Malmédy in Belgium in 1021. 

The monastic revival he led spread to other houses, including Hautmont, Marchiennes, Saint Maximinus of Trier in Germany, and Saint Vaast 

in Arras in France. He practiced severe personal asceticism, cared nothing for literature, and lacked organization, but managed to bring order 
and devotion to his houses, earning the love of his brothers and the laity. Unofficial counselor to emperor Saint Henry II on matters of faith, 
politics, and diplomacy. 

Born: 978 at Flanders, Belgium  Died:25 January 1048 at Marchiennes, France of natural causes 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Bl. Francesco Zirano 

Member of the Friars Minor Conventuals, making his profession in 1580. Priest, ordained in 1586. In 1599 he received authorization from 
Pope Clement VIII to collect funds to ransom Christians who were enslaved and held for ransom by Muslims in North Africa. On 20 August 
1602 he arrived in Algiers, Algeria where anti-Christian sentiment was building due to an impending war between Algiers and the kingdom of 
Cuco; Cuco had the backing of Catholic Spain. On 1 January 1603, following a battle won by the king of Cuco, Father Francesco was 
dispatched to the Spanish court to take back news; he was betrayed to local Algerian soldiers who captured him and sent him to Algiers in 
chains. On the morning of 25 January 1603 he received notice that he was condemned to death for being a Christian, but could receive a 

pardon if he converted to Islam; he declined. Martyr. 

Born: c.1564 in Sassari, Italy 

Died: flayed alive on 25 January 1603 in Algiers, Algeria 

Beatification: • 12 October 2014 by Pope Francis• beatification recognition celebrated at Sassari, Sardinia, Cardinal Angelo Amato presiding 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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St. Andre Bessette 

Today’s  Saints 

Reading 1                  ACTS 22:3-16 

 
 
Paul addressed the people in these words: 
“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, 
but brought up in this city. 
At the feet of Gamaliel I was educated strictly in our 
ancestral law 
and was zealous for God, just as all of you are 
today. 
I persecuted this Way to death, 
binding both men and women and delivering them 

to prison. 
Even the high priest and the whole council of elders 
can testify on my behalf. 
For from them I even received letters to the 
brothers 
and set out for Damascus to bring back to 
Jerusalem 
in chains for punishment those there as well. 
 
“On that journey as I drew near to Damascus, 
about noon a great light from the sky suddenly 
shone around me. 
I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ 
I replied, ‘Who are you, sir?’ 
And he said to me, 
‘I am Jesus the Nazorean whom you are 
persecuting.’ 
My companions saw the light 
but did not hear the voice of the one who spoke to 
me. 
I asked, ‘What shall I do, sir?’ 
The Lord answered me, ‘Get up and go into 
Damascus, 
and there you will be told about everything 
appointed for you to do.’ 
Since I could see nothing because of the brightness 
of that light, 
I was led by hand by my companions and entered 
Damascus. 
 
“A certain Ananias, a devout observer of the law, 
and highly spoken of by all the Jews who lived 
there, 
came to me and stood there and said, 
‘Saul, my brother, regain your sight.’ 
And at that very moment I regained my sight and 
saw him. 
Then he said, 
‘The God of our ancestors designated you to know 
his will, 
to see the Righteous One, and to hear the sound of 
his voice; 
for you will be his witness before all 
to what you have seen and heard. 

Now, why delay? 
Get up and have yourself baptized and your sins 
washed away, 
calling upon his name.’” 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm            117:1BC, 2 

 
 
R.    (Mark 16:15)  Go out to all the world, and tell 
the Good News. 
or: 
R.    Alleluia, alleluia. 
Praise the LORD, all you nations; 
glorify him, all you peoples! 
R.    Go out to all the world, and tell the Good 
News. 
or: 
R.    Alleluia, alleluia. 
For steadfast is his kindness toward us, 
and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever. 
R.    Go out to all the world, and tell the Good 

News. 
or: 
R.    Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Alleluia JN 15:16 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
I chose you from the world, 
to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel    MK 16:15-18 

 
Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said to them: 
“Go into the whole world 
and proclaim the Gospel to every creature. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; 
whoever does not believe will be condemned. 
These signs will accompany those who believe: 
in my name they will drive out demons, 
they will speak new languages. 
They will pick up serpents with their hands, 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm 
them. 
They will lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover.” 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:    

  Do you believe that the Gospel - the good news of 

Jesus Christ - has power to set people free from sin, 
ignorance, and disbelief? At the end of Mark's Gospel 
account he tells us that the Lord Jesus, who died on 
the cross for our sins, and who rose on the third day 
to give us new life, now commissions his apostles to 
carry on the work and mission which he accomplished. 
Just before his departure to return to his Father in 
heaven, Jesus tells his apostles to "proclaim the 
Gospel to the whole creation" - to every person, 
village, and nation throughout the world. Jesus gives 
to his followers the task and mission to carry on the 
work which he accomplished for us - to bring the light 
and truth of the Gospel to all. 

The Gospel is the power of God that sets us free and 
brings us new life in Jesus Christ 

Jesus' departure and ascension to the right hand of 
the Father in heaven was both an end and a new 
beginning for his disciples. While it was the end of 
Jesus' physical presence with his beloved disciples, it 
marked the beginning of Jesus' presence with them in 
a new way. Jesus promised that he would be with 
them always to the end of time. Now as the glorified 
and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus promised to send 
them the Holy Spirit who would anoint them with 
power on the Feast of Pentecost, just as Jesus was 
anointed for his ministry at the River Jordan. When 
the Lord Jesus departed physically from the apostles, 
they were not left in sorrow or grief. Instead, they 
were filled with joy and with great anticipation for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus' last words to his apostles point to his saving 
mission and to their mission to be witnesses of his 
saving death and his glorious resurrection and to 
proclaim the good news of salvation to all the world. 
Their task is to proclaim the good news of salvation, 
not only to the people of Israel, but to all the nations. 
God's love and gift of salvation is not just for a few, or 
for a nation, but it is for the whole world - for all who 
will accept it. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the power 
of God, the power to forgive sins, to heal, to set 
people free from the destructive force of evil and 
oppression, and to restore life. Do you believe in the 
power of the Gospel? 

The Risen Lord Jesus works in and through us by the 
power of the Holy Spirit 

This is the great commission which the risen Christ 
gives to the whole church. All believers have been 
given a share in this task - to be heralds of the good 
news and ambassadors for Jesus Christ, the only 
savior of the world. We have not been left alone in 
this task, for the risen Lord Jesus works in and 
through us by the power of his Holy Spirit. Today we 
witness a new Pentecost as the Lord pours out his 
Holy Spirit upon his people to renew and strengthen 
the body of Christ and to equip it for effective ministry 
and mission to every land and people. Do you witness 
to others the joy of the Gospel and the hope of the 
resurrection to everlasting life with God in his 
kingdom? 

The conversion of Paul the Apostle 

Many Christians celebrate today the conversion of St. 
Paul who became an apostle to the Gentile nations. 
Paul testified how he first opposed the Gospel and 
persecuted Christians, but was converted when Jesus 
Christ appeared to him on the road to Damascus (Acts 
22:3-16). Paul's encounter with the person of Christ 
radically changed his life and opened his eyes to the 
truth of the Gospel. Benedict XVI reflects on the 
significance of Paul's conversion for the whole 
Christian people: 

"Paul's conversion matured in his encounter with the 
Risen Christ; it was this encounter that radically 
changed his life. What happened to him on the road to 
Damascus is what Jesus asks in today's Gospel: Saul 
is converted because, thanks to the divine light, "he 
has believed in the Gospel". In this consists his and 
our conversion: in believing in Jesus dead and risen 
and in opening to the illumination of his divine grace. 
In that moment Saul understood that his salvation did 
not depend on good works fulfilled according to the 
law, but on the fact that Jesus died also for him the 
persecutor and has risen. This truth by which every 
Christian life is enlightened thanks to Baptism 
completely overturns our way of life. To be converted 
means, also for each one of us, to believe that Jesus 
"has given himself for me", dying on the Cross (cf. 
Galatians 2: 20) and, risen, lives with me and in me. 
Entrusting myself to the power of his forgiveness, 
letting myself be taken by his hand, I can come out of 
the quicksands of pride and sin, of deceit and sadness, 
of selfishness and of every false security, to know and 
live the richness of his love." (from address given on 
January 25, 2009) 

"Lord Jesus, through the gift of your Holy Spirit, you 
fill us with an indomitable spirit of praise and joy 
which no earthly trial can subdue. Fill me with your 
resurrection joy and help me to live a life of praise and 
thanksgiving for your glory. May I witness to those 
around me the joy of the gospel and the reality of your 
resurrection." 
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The Bible in one year:   
JANUARY 

 
01 Gen 1–2, Isa 1:1–20, Matt 1, 

Ps 1 

02 Gen 3–4, Isa 1:21–31, Matt 

2, Ps 2:1–8 

03 Gen 5, Isa 2, Matt 3, Ps 2:9–

12 

04 Gen 6–7, Isa 3, Matt 4, Ps 3 

05 Gen 8–9, Isa 4:1–5:16, Matt 

5:1–19, Ps 4 

06 Gen 10–11, Isa 5:17–30, 

Matt 5:20–48, Ps 5:title–5 

07 Gen 12–13, Isa 6:1–7:13, 

Matt 6:1–15, Ps 5:6–12 

08 Gen 14–15, Isa 7:14–25, 

Matt 6:16–34, Ps 6:title–6 

09 Gen 16–17, Isa 8, Matt 7, Ps 

6:7–7:3 

10 Gen 18–19, Isa 9, Matt 8:1–

17, Ps 7:4–10 

11 Gen 20–21, Isa 10, Matt 

8:18–34, Ps 7:11–17 

12 Gen 22, Isa 11, Matt 9:1–27, 

Ps 8 

13 Gen 23:1–24:38, Isa 12, 

Matt 9:28–38, Ps 9:title–3 

14 Gen 24:39–25:34, Isa 13, 

Matt 10, Ps 9:4–10 

15 Gen 26, Isa 14, Matt 11:1–

12, Ps 9:11–20 

16 Gen 27, Isa 15, Matt 11:13–

30, Ps 10:1–4 

17 Gen 28–29, Isa 16–17, Matt 

12:1–26, Ps 10:5–11 

18 Gen 30, Isa 18:1–19:13, 

Matt 12:27–50, Ps 10:12–18 

19 Gen 31, Isa 19:14–20:6, 

Matt 13:1–19, Ps 11 

20 Gen 32, Isa 21, Matt 13:20–

41, Ps 12 

21 Gen 33–34, Isa 22, Matt 

13:42–58, Ps 13 

22 Gen 35–36, Isa 23, Matt 14, 

Ps 14:title–3 

23 Gen 37, Isa 24, Matt 15:1–

12, Ps 14:4–7 

24 Gen 38–39, Isa 25, Matt 

15:13–39, Ps 15:title–16:3 

25 Gen 40, Isa 26–27, Matt 

16:1–17, Ps 16:4–11 

26 Gen 41, Isa 28:1–14, Matt 

16:18–17:11, Ps 17:title–6 

27 Gen 42–43, Isa 28:15–29, 

Matt 17:12–27, Ps 17:7–15 

28 Gen 44, Isa 29, Matt 18, Ps 

18:title–4 

29 Gen 45–46, Isa 30:1–21, 

Matt 19:1–14, Ps 18:5–11 

30 Gen 47, Isa 30:22–31:9, 

Matt 19:15–30, Ps 18:12–18 

31 Gen 48–49, Isa 32, Matt 20, 

Ps 18:19–25 

  

"Go into all the world and preach the Gospel" 

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading    ACTS 22:3-16 Responsorial Psalm  117:1BC, 2 
    2nd Reading     Gospel     MK 16:15-18 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading 1 TIM 6:11-16  Gospel  MT 16:24-27 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading GAL  1:13-24   Gospel  JN 17:17-23 

 

Volume 124, Saturday, January  25, 2020. 

We dedicate this 

website to the 

Generous Heart of 
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     D A I L Y  H I G H L I G H T S ,  M A S S  R E A D I N G , D A I L Y  S A I N T S ,  P R A Y E R S …  

 

Mission of Jesus, is a Non 

profitable, service oriented 

website, This site belongs to 

each and every Christian 

who view this website. This 

is our 19th Year of Service 

on the Web. 

This site is been developed 

with the help of many of the 

Christian Brothers around 

the world, we do even invite 

you Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ to send us related 

information about your 

Testimonials and News 

letters so that we could add 

them into our website. 
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  Why should I Confess? 
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Prayers  Prayer 

Novena 

Holy Rosary 

Way of the Cross 

Holy Mass 
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Intercession Prayers 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 
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