
 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was preserved from the stain of original sin in the first instant of her conception in the womb of her mother. 
This was a singular privilege and grace of God, granted in view of the merits of Jesus Christ. By her conception is meant not the act or 
part of her parents in it, nor the formation of her body, nor the conception of Christ later in her own womb; from the moment her 
soul was created and infused into her body, it was free from original sin and filled with sanctifying grace. Her soul was never stained 

by original sin, nor by the depraved emotions, passions, and weaknesses consequent on that sin, but created in a state of original 
sanctity, innocence, and justice. She had at least the graces of the first Eve before the Fall and more. This privilege was befitting the 
one who was to be mother of the Redeemer. 

The doctrine was defined by Blessed Pope Pius IX, 8 December 1854. It is in accord with the texts of Scripture (Genesis 3), "I will put 
enmities between thee [the serpent] and the woman, and thy seed and her seed"; (Luke 1), "Hail, full of grace." It is established by 
tradition, by the writings of the Fathers, by feasts observed in honour of this prerogative, by the general belief of the faithful. The 
very controversies over it among theologians brought about a clear understanding and acceptance of the doctrine long before it was 
declared by Blessed Pope Pius IX. After the declaration, some Protestant writers denounced what they styled Mariolatry (idolatry of 
Mary). However, there is a constantly-growing devotion among Catholics, and respect among some Protestant groups for the 

prerogatives of the Mother of Our Redeemer. 

Among the many masters who have represented the Immaculate Conception in art are: Carducci, Carreno de Miranda, Falco, Holbein, 
Montanes, Muller, Murillo, Reni, Ribera, and Signorelli. It is the title she used when appearing at Lourdes. 

The feast originated in the East about the 8th century where it was celebrated on 9 December. In the Western Church it appeared 
first in England in the 11th century and was included in the calendar of the universal Church in the 14th century. It has a vigil and an 

octave, and is a holy day of obligation in the United States, Ireland, and Scotland. 

Patronage: • barrel makers, coopers• cloth makers• cloth workers• soldiers of the United States• Spanish infantry• tapestry workers• 

upholsterers• Argentina• Brazil• Congo• Equatorial Guinea• Guam• Nicaragua• Panama• Portugal• Tanzania• Tunisia• United States• 
68 dioceses• 8 cities 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Noel Chabanel 

Son of a notary, and one of four children. Entered the Jesuit novitiate in Toulouse, France on 8 February 1630. College teacher in 

Toulouse from 1632 to 1639. Ordained in 1641. Taught rhetoric at the college of Rodez. Noel, like many other Jesuits, felt a call to 
missionary work. Missionary to the Hurons in New France in 1643, arriving in Quebec on 15 August. 

Father Noel had terrible trouble adapting to the mission fields. He could not grasp the languages of the natives, hated the food, never 

became comfortable with the living conditions, and was going through a period of spiritual dryness and trial. Deciding to go 
completely on faith, he vowed before the Blessed Sacrament that if necessary he would spend the rest of his life at the work. He 
survived a massacre of Christian Hurons by pagan Iroquois, and was leading a group of survivors to safety when he was murdered by 
an apostate Huron. One of the Martyrs of North America. 

Born: 2 February 1613 at Saugues, France  Died: 8 December 1649 on a trail near Saint Jean, Ontario, Canada 

Canonized: 29 June 1930 by Pope Pius XI 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

St. Narcisa de Jesús Martillo-Morán 

Daughter of Pedro Martillo Mosquera and Josefina Moran. Her people were farmers, and her parents died when she was still a child. 

She moved to Guayaquil, Ecuador where for the next 15 years she worked as a seamstress to support her younger siblings, living a 
single life, helping those even poorer than herself when she could, and spending her time in prayer. In 1868 she moved to Lima, Peru 
where she worked in a convent of Dominican nuns. She never took vows and remained a lay person her whole life, but spent eight 
hours a day in prayer, lived as austerely as any sister, and was known to experience ecstasies. 

Born: 29 October 1832 at Nobol, Guayas, Ecuador 

Died: • 8 December 1869 at Lima, Peru of natural causes• re-interred at Guayaquil, Ecuador in 1955 

Canonized: Sunday 12 October 2008 by Pope Benedict XVI 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Today’s  Saints 

Reading 1                   IS 11:1-10 

 
On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, 

and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the 

LORD shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of 

understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength, 

a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD, 

and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. 

Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay shall he 
decide, but he shall judge the poor with justice, and decide 

aright for the land's afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless 

with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 

shall slay the wicked. Justice shall be the band around his 

waist, and faithfulness a belt upon his hips. 

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard 

shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the young lion shall 

browse together, with a little child to guide them. 

The cow and the bear shall be neighbors, 

together their young shall rest; the lion shall eat hay like 
the ox. The baby shall play by the cobra's den, 

and the child lay his hand on the adder's lair. 

There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain; for 

the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD, as 

water covers the sea. On that day, the root of Jesse, 

set up as a signal for the nations, the Gentiles shall seek 

out, for his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

Responsorial Psalm           72:1-2, 7-

8, 12-13, 17 
 
R. (cf. 7)  Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of 

peace for ever. 

O God, with your judgment endow the king, 

and with your justice, the king's son; 

he shall govern your people with justice 

and your afflicted ones with judgment. 
R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 

ever. 

Justice shall flower in his days, 

and profound peace, till the moon be no more. 

May he rule from sea to sea, 

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 

ever. 

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 

and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; 

the lives of the poor he shall save. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 

ever. 

May his name be blessed forever; 

as long as the sun his name shall remain. 

In him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed; 

all the nations shall proclaim his happiness. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 
ever. 

 

Reading 2                   ROM 15:4-9 
Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written previously was 

written for our instruction, that by endurance and by the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
May the God of endurance and encouragement 

grant you to think in harmony with one another, 

in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may 

with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, 

for the glory of God. For I say that Christ became a 

minister of the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, 

to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but so that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: 
Therefore, I will praise you among the Gentiles and sing 

praises to your name. 

Alleluia LK 3:4, 6 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 

all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel                                   MT 3:1-12 

 
John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea 

and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand!" 

It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he 

said: A voice of one crying out in the desert, Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make straight his paths. 

John wore clothing made of camel's hair and had a leather 
belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 

At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region 

around the Jordan were going out to him 

and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River 

as they acknowledged their sins. 

 

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance. 

And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have 

Abraham as our father.' For I tell you, God can raise up 

children to Abraham from these stones. Even now the ax 

lies at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that does 

not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 

fire. I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, 

but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. 

I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his 
hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat 

into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire." Then he said to his disciples, 

"The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask 

the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his 

harvest." 

Then he summoned his Twelve disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits to drive them out 

and to cure every disease and every illness. 
Jesus sent out these twelve after instructing them thus, 

"Go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

As you go, make this proclamation: 'The Kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.' 

Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out 

demons. Without cost you have received; without cost you 

are to give." 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:   What kind of Messiah did God 

promise to send to his people and how would he bring 

God's kingdom to them? The prophet Isaiah foresaw the 

day when God would raise up a Messianic King long after 

King David's throne had been overthrown and vacant for 

centuries. God promised that he would raise up a new 

king from the stump of Jesse, the father of King David 
(Isaiah 11:1). This messianic king would rule forever 

because the Spirit of God would rest upon him and remain 

with him (Isaiah 11:2). 

Isaiah's prophecy of the Messiah 

Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would be equipped 

with the gifts of the Spirit - with wisdom, understanding, 

counsel, might, knowledge, and fear of the Lord (Isaiah 

11:2 - for an explanation of the gifts see this helpful 

article). This king would establish the kingdom of God, not 

by force of human will and military power, but by offering 

his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world. 

Through his death on the cross, Jesus, the true Messiah 
King, would defeat Satan, overcome death, and win 

pardon and reconciliation for sinners. God's plan of 

redemption included not only the Jewish people but all the 

nations of the earth as well. Through his death and 

resurrection Jesus makes us citizens of heaven and 

friends of God. The Lord Jesus wants us to live in joyful 

hope and confident expectation that he will come again to 

fully establish his kingdom of righteousness and peace. 

John the Baptist's prophecy of the Messiah 

Why did John the Baptist prophesy that the Messiah would 

come and "baptize with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire" (Matthew 3:11)? Fire in biblical times was often 

associated with God's presence and with his action in the 
lives of his people. God sometimes manifested his 

presence by use of fire, such as the burning bush which 

was not consumed when God spoke to Moses (Exodus 

3:2). The image of fire was also used to symbolize God's 

glory (Ezekiel 1:4, 13), his protective presence (2 Kings 

6:17), his holiness (Deuteronomy 4:24), righteous 

judgment (Zechariah 13:9), and his wrath against sin 

(Isaiah 66:15-16). Fire was also used as a sign of the Holy 

Spirit's power and presence (Matthew 3:11). When the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost, 

tongues of fire appeared over the heads of the apostles 

and disciples of Jesus (Acts 2:3). The fire of the Holy 

Spirit purifies and cleanses us of sin, and it inspires a 

reverent fear of God and of his word in us. Do you want to 

be on fire for God and for the return of the Lord Jesus 

when he comes again in his glory? 

John pointed others to the coming of Christ and his 

kingdom 

John the Baptist's life was fueled by one burning passion - 

to point others to Jesus Christ and to the coming of his 

kingdom. Who is John the Baptist and what is the 

significance of his message for our lives? Scripture tells us 
that John was filled with the Holy Spirit even from his 

mother's womb (Luke 1:15, 41) by Christ himself, whom 

Mary had just conceived by the Holy Spirit. When Mary 

visited her cousin Elizabeth John lept in her womb as they 

were filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:41). Like the 

prophets of the Old Testament, John devoted his entire 

life to prayer and the word of God. He was led by the Holy 

Spirit into the wilderness where he was tested and grew 

in the word of God. John's clothing was reminiscent of the 
prophet Elijah (see Kings 1:8). The Holy Spirit prepared 

John for the mission entrusted to him as forerunner of the 

Messiah, Jesus Christ - the Word of God who became man 

for our salvation (John 1:1,14). John pointed to Jesus as 

the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the 

world by offering his life on the cross as the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins and the sin of the world (John 1:29). 

John broke the prophetic silence of the previous centuries 

when he began to speak the word of God to the people of 

Israel. His message was similar to the message of the Old 

Testament prophets who chided the people of God for 

their unfaithfulness and who tried to awaken true 

repentance in them. Among a people unconcerned with 

the things of God, it was his work to awaken their 

interest, unsettle them from their complacency, and 

arouse in them enough good will to recognize and receive 
Christ when he came. Are you eager to hear God's word 

and to be changed by it through the power of the Holy 

Spirit? 

A new era of God's restoration begins 

Jesus tells us that John the Baptist was more than a 

prophet (Luke 7:26). John was the voice of the Consoler 

who is coming (John 1:23; Isaiah 40:1-3). He completed 

the cycle of prophets begun by Elijah (Matthew 11:13-14). 

What the prophets had carefully searched for and angels 

longed to see, now came to completion as John made the 

way ready for the coming of the Messiah, God's Anointed 

Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. With John the Baptist, the Holy 

Spirit begins the restoration to the human race of the 
"divine likeness", prefiguring what would be achieved 

with and in the Lord Jesus. 

John's baptism was for repentance - turning away from 

sin and taking on a new way of life according to God's 

word. Our baptism in Jesus Christ by water and the Spirit 

results in a new birth and entry into God's kingdom as his 
beloved sons and daughters (John 3:5). The Lord Jesus 

gives us the fire of his Spirit so that we may radiate the 

joy and truth of the Gospel to a world in desperate need of 

God's light and truth. His word has power to change and 

transform our lives that we may be lights pointing others 

to Christ. Like John the Baptist, we too are called to give 

testimony to the light and truth of Jesus Christ. Do you 

point others to Christ in the way you live, work, and 

speak? 

"Lord, let your light burn brightly in my heart that I may 

know the joy and freedom of your kingdom. Fill me with 

your Holy Spirit and empower me to witness the truth of 

your Gospel and to point others to Jesus Christ." 
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The Bible in one year:   
DECEMBER 

 
01 Wisd of Sol 15–16, 1 Macc 

15:1–15, 1 Pet 3, Ps 135:15–21 

02 Wisd of Sol 17–18, 1 Macc 
15:16–41, 1 Pet 4–5, Ps 136:1–7 

03 Wisd of Sol 19, 1 Macc 16, 2 

Pet 1, Ps 136:8–14 
04 Sirach Pro–3, 2 Macc 1:1–11, 2 

Pet 2, Ps 136:15–21 

05 Sirach 4, 2 Macc 1:12–36, 2 Pet 
3, Ps 136:22–26 

06 Sirach 5–6, 2 Macc 2:1–15, 1 

John 1, Ps 137 
07 Sirach 7–8, 2 Macc 2:16–32, 1 

John 2, Ps 138 

08 Sirach 9–10, 2 Macc 3:1–24, 1 
John 3, Ps 139:title–5 

09 Sirach 11:1–14, Sirach 11:17–

12:18, 2 Macc 3:25–40, 1 John 4, 
Ps 139:6–12 

10 Sirach 13–14, 2 Macc 4:1–24, 1 

John 5, Ps 139:13–19 
11 Sirach 15:1–16:14, Sirach 

16:17–30, 2 Macc 4:25–50, 2 John, 

3 John, Ps 139:20–24 
12 Sirach 17, 2 Macc 5:1–14, Jude, 

Ps 140:title–8 

13 Sirach 18:1–19:17, Sirach 
19:20–30, 2 Macc 5:15–27, Rev 1, 

Ps 140:9–13 

14 Sirach 20, 2 Macc 6, Rev 2:1–
13, Ps 141 

15 Sirach 21:1–22:8, Sirach 22:11

–27, 2 Macc 7:1–17, Rev 2:14–29, 
Ps 142 

16 Sirach 23–24, 2 Macc 7:18–42, 
Rev 3–4, Ps 143:title–3 

17 Sirach 25:1–26:18, Sirach 

26:28–29, 2 Macc 8:1–15, Rev 5, 
Ps 143:4–12 

18 Sirach 27, 2 Macc 8:16–36, Rev 

6, Ps 144:title–4 
19 Sirach 28–29, 2 Macc 9, Rev 7–

8, Ps 144:5–11 

20 Sirach 30–31, 2 Macc 10:1–10, 
Rev 9, Ps 144:12–15 

21 Sirach 32–33, 2 Macc 10:11–

38, Rev 10–11, Ps 145:title–9 
22 Sirach 34–35, 2 Macc 11:1–13, 

Rev 12, Ps 145:10–16 

23 Sirach 36–37, 2 Macc 11:14–
38, Rev 13, Ps 145:17–21 

24 Sirach 38, 2 Macc 12:1–15, Rev 

14, Ps 146 
25 Sirach 39, 2 Macc 12:16–45, 

Rev 15–16, Ps 147:1–7 

26 Sirach 40–41, 2 Macc 13:1–10, 
Rev 17, Ps 147:8–14 

27 Sirach 42–43, 2 Macc 13:11–

26, Rev 18, Ps 147:15–20 

28 Sirach 44–45, 2 Macc 14:1–25, 

Rev 19, Ps 148:1–8 

29 Sirach 46–47, 2 Macc 14:26–
46, Rev 20, Ps 148:9–14 

30 Sirach 48–49, 2 Macc 15:1–19, 

Rev 21, Ps 149 
31 Sirach 50–51, 2 Macc 15:20–

39, Rev 22, Ps 150 

  

John points to the coming of Christ and his kingdom 

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading   IS 11:1-10 Responsorial Psalm  72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 
    2nd Reading ROM 15:4-9  Gospel     MT 3:1-12 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading COL 4:2-6  Gospel  LK 1:26-38 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading GAL 4:21-31  Gospel  LK 1:57-66 
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Mission of Jesus, is a Non 

profitable, service oriented 

website, This site belongs to 

each and every Christian 

who view this website. This 

is our 18th Year of Service 

on the Web. 

This site is been developed 

with the help of many of the 

Christian Brothers around 

the world, we do even invite 

you Brothers and Sisters in 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Feast of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 
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