
 

 

St. Charles Borromeo 

Saint Charles Borromeo was born in 1538 in the castle of Arona on the borders of Lake Major, fourteen miles from Milan. He was the son of Count 
Gilbert Borromeo, a descendant of one of the most ancient families of Lombardy, very famous for its great men. The Count was known for his 
almsgiving and his rigorous fasts; it was his custom never to eat a meal without first giving alms. The Countess, Charles' mother, was also 
exceptionally virtuous. Their family was composed of two sons and four daughters, all of whom manifested in their lives the splendor of their Christian 
heritage. Their maternal uncle, John Angelus of Medici, became Pope Pius IV. Charles was clearly destined for the ecclesiastical vocation; all his 
preferences in study made it clear. 

When he was twelve years old, a paternal uncle willed to him an abbey in commendam; and the child constantly reminded his father that this revenue 
was the patrimony of the poor. His father wept for joy, seeing his son's solicitude for the just application of his trust. 

Count Gilbert died when Charles was twenty years old, and he was obliged to come home from Pavia where he had been studying law; he returned 
there, however, to complete his doctorate at the university after settling his affairs. One year later, when his maternal uncle became Pope Pius IV, he 
created Charles cardinal, and after another year nominated him Archbishop of Milan. The Pontiff detained him in Rome, however, seeing his extensive 
capacities and adding to these offices other administrative duties which ordinarily require the prudence of mature years. No one was disappointed in 

his services, despite the fact he was maintaining delicate papal relations with other nations, as protector of Portugal and the Low Countries, and was 
at the head of the Knights of Malta, the Orders of Carmel and Saint Francis, among other duties. 

When the Council of Trent (1545-1563) was nearing its conclusion, Saint Charles, who had participated with authority in many of its twenty-five 
sessions, desired to leave Rome to attend to his diocese of Milan, a duty which his vicar general had carried out until that time. The urgency of the 
situation there persuaded the Pope to consent regretfully to his departure. Saint Charles intended to put into execution the reforming decrees of the 
Council, create seminaries and schools and in general restore discipline in the Church of Milan. 

As Archbishop of Milan he enforced the observance of the decrees, and thoroughly restored the discipline of his see. Criticism hounded him there, but 
left him unmoved; he kept with him in his episcopal household of about one hundred persons, a certain priest who delighted in finding fault with 
whatever he did; he treated him with great consideration, and in his will left him a pension for life. He was very severe with himself, eating only once 
a day, and limiting himself often to bread and water. When someone suggested he should have a garden at Milan to get some fresh air, he replied that 
the Holy Scriptures should be the garden of a bishop. 

The sermons of Saint Charles produced great fruits among all ranks of the people. When young he had manifested a speech defect with a tendency to 
speak too fast, but he overcame these handicaps with many efforts. A man who admired him said that he always forgot the orator himself when he 
preached, so transported was he by the great truths he heard explained, and the longest sermons of Saint Charles seemed short to him. Everywhere 
the holy Archbishop established schools of Christian doctrine, numbering in all seven hundred and forty, in which over three thousand catechists were 
employed, presiding over forty thousand students. 

Once Saint Charles heard a cardinal who was a bishop of a small diocese say that his diocese was too small to require his constant residence there, as 
canon law required; Saint Charles said to him with force that the price of one soul is such as to merit the residence and entire time of the greatest of 
men. He himself visited the most remote corners of his diocese, traveling in mountainous regions amid the greatest dangers, which he regarded as 
nothing unusual, and unworthy of mention. 

Inflexible in maintaining discipline, to his flock he was a most tender father. He would sit by the roadside to teach a poor man the Pater and Ave. 
During the great plague which broke out in Milan, which he had foretold as a chastisement for the disorders of the Carnival, he refused to leave, 
asking those who remonstrated with him if it were not more perfect to remain with one's flock than to abandon them in need, and adding that a 
bishop is obliged to choose what is most perfect. He was ever at the side of the sick and dying. He stripped his palace of literally everything to aid 
those who had lost their support in their fathers and spouses, even giving away his straw mattress. As he lived, so he died, having governed his 
church for twenty-four years and eight months. To the heroic sanctity of this faithful copy of the Good Shepherd, many miracles came to testify, 
through his relics and his intercession. In 1610 he was canonized by Pope Paul V. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Felix of Valois 

Son of Count Raoul de Vermandois et de Valois and Alienor de Champagne. As a child, Felix received the blessings of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux and 
Pope Innocent II. Educated at the abbey of Clairvaux. As a young man, following his parents' extremely disruptive divorce, he renounced his wealth 
and took the name Felix. Cistercian monk at Clairvaux. Hermit in the Italian Alps. Priest. Hermit in the forest of Galeresse, diocese of Meaux, France. 
Friend and spiritual teacher of Saint John of Matha. The two of the founded the Order of the Holy Trinity for the Redemption of Captives (Trinitarians; 
Redemptionists) in order to ransom Christians held as slaves by Moors in Spain and Northern Africa. The Order received papal approval on 17 
December 1198, and within 40 years there were over 600 houses worldwide. Today there are around 600 members of the Order working in prison 
ministries in over twenty countries continuing over 800 years of ministry. 

Born: April 1127 in the province of Valois, France as Hugh 

Died: • 4 November 1212 at the Cerfroi monastery, Picardy, France of natural causes• buried in the church in Cerfroi, which became a pilgrimage 
destination 

Canonized: • 1 May 1262 by Pope Urban IV• confirmed on 21 October 1666 by Pope Alexander VII• feast day fixed in 1679 by Pope Innocent XI 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Today’s  Saints 

Reading 1                   ROM 11:29-36 

 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
The gifts and the call of God are irrevocable. 
 
Just as you once disobeyed God 
but have now received mercy 
because of their disobedience, 
so they have now disobeyed in order that, 

by virtue of the mercy shown to you, 
they too may now receive mercy. 
 
For God delivered all to disobedience, 
that he might have mercy upon all. 
 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! 
How inscrutable are his judgments and how 
unsearchable his ways! 
 
For who has known the mind of the Lord 

or who has been his counselor? 

Or who has given him anything 
that he may be repaid? 
 
For from him and through him and for him are 
all things. 
To God be glory forever.  Amen. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm                   69:30-31, 

33-34, 36 
 
 

R. (14c) Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
 
But I am afflicted and in pain; 
let your saving help, O God, protect me. 

I will praise the name of God in song, 
and I will glorify him with thanksgiving. 
 
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
 
"See, you lowly ones, and be glad; 
you who seek God, may your hearts revive! 

For the LORD hears the poor, 
and his own who are in bonds he spurns not." 
 
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
 
For God will save Zion 

and rebuild the cities of Judah. 
They shall dwell in the land and own it, 
and the descendants of his servants shall 

inherit it, 
and those who love his name shall inhabit it. 
 
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

 
Alleluia JN 8:31B-32 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
If you remain in my word, you will truly be my 
disciples, 

and you will know the truth, says the Lord. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Gospel                                LK 14:12-14 

 
 

On a sabbath Jesus went to dine 
at the home of one of the leading Pharisees. 
He said to the host who invited him, 
"When you hold a lunch or a dinner, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or 
sisters 

or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors, 
in case they may invite you back and you 
have repayment. 
 
Rather, when you hold a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 

blind; 

blessed indeed will you be because of their 
inability to repay you. 
 
For you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the righteous." 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:  

 Who do you honor at your table? 

The Lord is always ready to receive 

us at his table. As far as we can tell 

from the Gospel accounts, Jesus 

never refused a dinner invitation! 

Why, in this particular instance, 

does Jesus lecture his host on 

whom he should or shouldn't invite 

to dinner? Did his host expect some 

favor or reward from Jesus? Did he 

want to impress his neighbors with 

the honor of hosting the "miracle 

worker" from Galilee? 

G e n e r o u s  g i v i n g  d o e s n ' t 

impoverish - but enriches the heart 

Jesus probes our hearts as well. Do 

you only show favor and generosity 

to those who will repay you in 

kind? What about those who do not 

have the means to repay you - the 

p o o r,  t h e  s i c k ,  a n d  t h e 

disadvantaged?  

Generosity demands a measure of 

self-sacrifice. However, it doesn't 

impoverish, but rather enriches the 

soul of the giver. True generosity 

springs from a heart full of mercy 

and compassion. God has loved us 

first, and our love for him is a 

response of gratitude for the great 

mercy and kindness he has shown 

to each one of us. No one can 

outmatch God in his generous love 

and kindness towards us. Do you 

give freely as Jesus gives without 

seeking personal gain or reward? 

"Lord Jesus, you love never fails 

and your mercies abound. You offer 

us the best of gifts - peace, pardon 

and everlasting friendship with you 

at your banquet table.  

Fill me with gratitude for your great 

mercy and kindness towards me. 

And may I never fail to show 

kindness and mercy towards all I 

meet so that they may know the 

mercy and goodness you offer them 

as well." 
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The Bible in one year:   
NOVEMBER 

 
01 Prov 5–6, 1 Macc 5:1–15, 1 

Tim 5, Ps 119:95–101 

02 Prov 7, 1 Macc 5:16–35, 1 

Tim 6, Ps 119:102–108 

03 Prov 8–9, 1 Macc 5:36–55, 2 

Tim 1, Ps 119:109–116 

04 Prov 10, 1 Macc 5:56–68, 2 

Tim 2, Ps 119:117–123 

05 Prov 11–12, 1 Macc 6:1–28, 2 

Tim 3, Ps 119:124–130 

06 Prov 13–14, 1 Macc 6:29–48, 

2 Tim 4, Ps 119:131–137 

07 Prov 15, 1 Macc 6:49–63, 

Titus 1–2, Ps 119:138–144 

08 Prov 16–17, 1 Macc 7:1–25, 

Titus 3, Ps 119:145–151 

09 Prov 18–19, 1 Macc 7:26–50, 

Philem, Ps 119:152–158 

10 Prov 20, 1 Macc 8:1–15, Heb 

1–2, Ps 119:159–165 

11 Prov 21–22, 1 Macc 8:16–32, 

Heb 3, Ps 119:166–172 

12 Prov 23, 1 Macc 9:1–24, Heb 

4, Ps 119:173–176 

13 Prov 24–25, 1 Macc 9:25–44, 

Heb 5–6, Ps 120 

14 Prov 26–27, 1 Macc 9:45–73, 

Heb 7:1–12, Ps 121 

15 Prov 28, 1 Macc 10:1–11, 

Heb 7:13–28, Ps 122 

16 Prov 29–30, 1 Macc 10:12–

31, Heb 8:1–9:15, Ps 123 

17 Prov 31, 1 Macc 10:32–51, 

Heb 9:16–28, Ps 124 

18 Eccles 1–3, 1 Macc 10:52–72, 

Heb 10, Ps 125 

19 Eccles 4–6, 1 Macc 10:73–89, 

Heb 11:1–13, Ps 126 

20 Eccles 7–8, 1 Macc 11:1–23, 

Heb 11:14–40, Ps 127 

21 Eccles 9–12, 1 Macc 11:24–

43, Heb 12:1–17, Ps 128 

22 Song 1–2, 1 Macc 11:44–63, 

Heb 12:18–29, Ps 129 

23 Song 3–6, 1 Macc 11:64–74, 

Heb 13, Ps 130:title–4 

24 Song 7–8, 1 Macc 12:1–29, 

James 1, Ps 130:5–131:3 

25 Wisd of Sol 1–3, 1 Macc 

12:30–53, James 2, Ps 132:title–

5 

26 Wisd of Sol 4–6, 1 Macc 13:1

–17, James 3, Ps 132:6–12 

27 Wisd of Sol 7, 1 Macc 13:18–

37, James 4, Ps 132:13–18 

28 Wisd of Sol 8–10, 1 Macc 

13:38–53, James 5, Ps 133–134 

29 Wisd of Sol 11–12, 1 Macc 

14:1–24, 1 Pet 1, Ps 135:1–7 

30 Wisd of Sol 13–14, 1 Macc 

14:25–49, 1 Pet 2, Ps 135:8–14 

  

 "You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just"  

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading   ROM 11:29-36 Responsorial Psalm  69:30-31, 33-34, 36 
    2nd Reading    Gospel     LK 14:12-14 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading JAS 3:6-12  Gospel  LK 20:1-8 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading    Gospel   
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We dedicate this 

website to the 

Generous Heart of 

Mother Mary 

 

     D A I L Y  H I G H L I G H T S ,  M A S S  R E A D I N G , D A I L Y  S A I N T S ,  P R A Y E R S …  

 

Mission of Jesus, is a Non 

profitable, service oriented 

website, This site belongs to 

each and every Christian 

who view this website. This 

is our 18th Year of Service 

on the Web. 

This site is been developed 

with the help of many of the 

Christian Brothers around 

the world, we do even invite 

you Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ to send us related 

information about your 

Testimonials and News 

letters so that we could add 

them into our website. 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Memorial of Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop 

 

St. Charles 

Borromeo 
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