
 

 

St. Catherine Labouré 

Saint Catherine Zoé Labouré was born in a small village of France in 1806, the daughter of a well-to-do farmer who had at one time wanted to become a priest, and his 

very Christian wife. Catherine, the ninth of the eleven living children, lost her mother when she was only nine years old and had to abandon school to go to live with an 

aunt, accompanied by her younger sister. Two years later she was recalled to take charge of the household, because the older children had all left, one to become a 

Sister of Saint Vincent de Paul, the others to marry or seek a living elsewhere.  She made a vow of virginity when still very young, desiring to imitate the Holy Virgin, 
to whom she had confided herself when her mother died. She longed to see Her, and she prayed, in her simplicity, for that grace. She spent as many hours as possible 

in the Chapel of the Virgin in the village church, without, however, neglecting the work of the household. She talked to Our Lady as to a veritable mother, and indeed 

the Mother of Christ and ours would prove Herself to be such. Catherine wished to become a nun, without having opted for any particular community; but one day she 

saw a venerable priest in a dream, saying Mass in her little village church. He turned to her afterwards and made a sign for her to come forward, but in her dream she 

retreated, walking backwards, unable to take her gaze from his face. He said to her: Now you flee me, but later you will be happy to come to me; God has plans for 

you. The dream was realized and, as a postulant in the Community of Saint Vincent de Paul, she assisted at the translation of his relics to a nearby church of Paris. She 

had indeed recognized his picture one day in one of the convents of the Sisters of Charity, and obtained her father's consent to enter that Congregation when her 

younger sister was old enough to replace her at home. 

Catherine's interior life was alimented by the visions she frequently had of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, where once she saw Him as Christ the King. And the 
designs of God for this humble novice began to be fulfilled, after Our Lady appeared to her in July of 1830, and confided to her the mission of having a Medal struck 

according to the living picture she saw one night, when a little Angel led her to the convent Chapel, and there she knelt at the Virgin's feet to hear the words which 

would be the motivating force of her forty-six years of religious life. 

Once more — insofar as we know — she would see the Blessed Mother, on November 27th of the same year, when one afternoon while at prayer with her Sisters, she 

beheld Her to one side of the chapel, Her feet poised on a globe, on which was prostrate a greenish serpent; the hands of the Virgin were holding a golden globe at the 

level of the heart, as though offering it to God, said Catherine later, in an attitude of supplication, Her eyes sometimes raised to heaven, sometimes looking down at 

the earth, and Her lips murmuring a prayer for the entire world. The face of the Virgin was of incomparable, indescribable beauty, with a pleading expression which 

plunged the Sister into ravishment, while she listened to Her prayers. The Immaculate Virgin, after having offered to God Her Compassion with the suffering Christ, 
prayed for all men and for each one in particular; she prayed for this poor world, that God might take pity on its ignorance, its weakness and faults, and that by 

pardoning He would hold back the arm of Divine Justice, raised to strike. She prayed the Lord to give peace to the universe. For many years Catherine kept her secrets 

from all save her confessor, Father Aladel, priest of the Mission of Saint Vincent, who, wanting to be able to continue with his penitent, saw to it that she was not sent 

far from Paris, after he had fulfilled the first mission of having the Medal struck. He died, however, before having the statue made according to this second vision, as 

Our Lady desired. Catherine suffered much from her inability to accomplish the second part of her mission. When she finally confided this second desire of Our Lady to 

her Sister Superior, a statue of Our Lady, Queen of the World and Mediatrix of all Graces, was made for two Chapels of the nuns. 

Saint Catherine died in 1876, after spending her life in the domestic and agricultural duties associated with the kitchen and garden, and in general caring for the elderly 

of the Hospice of Enghien at Reuilly, only about three miles southeast of Paris. Among her writings recounting the apparitions, we read: Oh, how beautiful it will be to 
hear it said: Mary is Queen of the universe. That will be a time of peace, joy and happiness which will be long... She will be borne like a banner and will make a tour of 

the world. The Virgin foretold that this time would come only after the entire world will be in sadness... Afterwards, peace. 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. James of The March of Ancona 

The small town of Montebrandone, on the eastern coast of Italy, called the March of Ancona, gave birth to this Saint in the year 1391. While still young he was sent to 

the University of Perugia, where his progress in learning soon qualified him to be chosen preceptor to the children of a young gentleman of Perugia. He went with him 

to Florence, to aid in the administration of a juridical office the nobleman had obtained there; but realizing that he was about to be engulfed in the whirlpool of worldly 

excesses in which he found himself, Saint James applied himself to prayer and recollection, and thought of entering the Carthusian Order. 

When traveling one day near Assisi, however, he went into the Church of the Portiuncula to pray, and moved by the fervor of the holy men who there served God and 

by the example of their blessed founder Saint Francis, he determined to petition in that very place for the habit of the Order. He was then twenty-one years of age; he 

received the habit near Assisi, at the convent of Our Lady of the Angels. He began his spiritual war against the world, the flesh and the devil in prayer and silence in his 

cell, joining extraordinary fasts and vigils to his assiduous prayer. He fell ill with a number of different illnesses which for thirty years he endured with heroic patience, 

without ever exempting himself from saying Holy Mass or assisting at the offices in common. For forty years he never passed a day without taking the discipline. When, 

through the response of the Mother of Heaven to his prayers, he became able to preach, he carried out that ministry with such great fervor and power that he never 

failed to touch the most hardened hearts and produce truly miraculous conversions. He joined Saint John of Capistrano to preach a crusade against the Turks, who had 

become masters of Constantinople and were terrorizing Western Europe. At Buda he effected the miraculous cessation of a furious sedition by simply showing the 

crucifix to the people; the rebels themselves took him upon their shoulders and carried him through the streets of the city. At Prague he brought back to God many 
who had fallen into error, and when a magician wanted to dispute with him, he rendered him mute and thus obliged him to retire in confusion. He traveled through the 

northern Provinces, into Germany, Dalmatia, Hungary, Poland, Norway and Denmark and many other places; he went without any provisions other than his confidence 

in God. If he found no aid or was without lodging he rejoiced in his union with Lady Poverty, to whom he was joined by his religious profession. 

When he was called back to Italy to labor against a heresy, he acquired new persecutors who attempted in several ways, including ambushes, poison, calumny and the 

arousing of seditions against him, to do away with him. But God delivered him each time from the most adroitly conceived artifices. When chosen as Archbishop of 

Milan, he fled, and could not be prevailed on to accept the office. He brought about several miracles at Venice and at other places, often by the simple Holy Name of 

Jesus written on a paper. He raised from dangerous illness the Duke of Calabria and the King of Naples. The Saint died in the Franciscan convent of the Holy Trinity 

near Naples, to which city the Holy Father had sent him at the prayer of its King, Ferdinand. The date was the 28th of November of the year 1476; he was ninety years 

old, and had spent seventy of those years in religion. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Bl. Luis Campos Górriz 

Educated from age 7 by Jesuits. From 1921 to 1926 he studied law and philosophy at the University of Valencia. While in university, he worked with Marian 

congregations. Began work as a lawyer in 1930. Married to Carmen Arteche Echeturia in the archdiocese of Valencia, Spain on 25 May 1933. General secretary of 

Catholic Action in Madrid, Spain in 1933. Father of one daughter. Widower in 1935. Martyred in the Spanish Civil War; he died with a rosary in his hand. 

Born: 30 June 1905 in Valencia, Spain 

Died: 28 November 1936 in Picadero de Paterna, Valencia, Spain 

Beatified: 11 March 2001 by Pope John Paul II 
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Today’s  Saints 

Reading 1                   DN 6:12-28 

 
Some men rushed into the upper chamber of Daniel's home 

and found him praying and pleading before his God. 

Then they went to remind the king about the prohibition: 

"Did you not decree, O king, 

that no one is to address a petition to god or man 

for thirty days, except to you, O king; 

otherwise he shall be cast into a den of lions?" 
The king answered them, "The decree is absolute, 

irrevocable under the Mede and Persian law." 

To this they replied, "Daniel, the Jewish exile, 

has paid no attention to you, O king, 

or to the decree you issued; three times a day he offers his 

prayer."  The king was deeply grieved at this news 

and he made up his mind to save Daniel; 

he worked till sunset to rescue him. But these men 

insisted. They said, "Keep in mind, O king, 

that under the Mede and Persian law 
every royal prohibition or decree is irrevocable." 

So the king ordered Daniel to be brought and cast into the 

lions' den. To Daniel he said, 

"May your God, whom you serve so constantly, save you." 

To forestall any tampering, the king sealed with his own 

ring and the rings of the lords the stone that had been 

brought to block the opening of the den. 

 

Then the king returned to his palace for the night; 
he refused to eat and he dismissed the entertainers. 

Since sleep was impossible for him, the king rose very 

early the next morning and hastened to the lions' den. 

As he drew near, he cried out to Daniel sorrowfully, 

"O Daniel, servant of the living God, 

has the God whom you serve so constantly 

been able to save you from the lions?" 

Daniel answered the king: "O king, live forever! 

My God has sent his angel and closed the lions' mouths 
so that they have not hurt me. For I have been found 

innocent before him; neither to you have I done any harm, 

O king!"  This gave the king great joy. 

At his order Daniel was removed from the den, 

unhurt because he trusted in his God. 

The king then ordered the men who had accused Daniel, 

along with their children and their wives, 

to be cast into the lions' den. 

Before they reached the bottom of the den, 

the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 
Then King Darius wrote to the nations and peoples of every 

language, wherever they dwell on the earth:  "All peace to 

you! I decree that throughout my royal domain 

the God of Daniel is to be reverenced and feared: 

"For he is the living God, enduring forever; 

his Kingdom shall not be destroyed, 

and his dominion shall be without end. 

He is a deliverer and savior, 

working signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, 
and he delivered Daniel from the lions' power." 

 

Responsorial Psalm     DANIEL 3:68, 

69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 
 
R. (59b) Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"Dew and rain, bless the Lord; 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"Frost and chill, bless the Lord; 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"Ice and snow, bless the Lord; 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"Nights and days, bless the Lord; 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"Light and darkness, bless the Lord; 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"Lightnings and clouds, bless the Lord; 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"Let the earth bless the Lord, 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
AlleluiaLK 21:28 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Stand erect and raise your heads 

because your redemption is at hand. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel                                  LK 21:20-28 

 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, 
know that its desolation is at hand. 
Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains. 
Let those within the city escape from it, 
and let those in the countryside not enter the city, 
for these days are the time of punishment 
when all the Scriptures are fulfilled. 
Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in 
those days, 
for a terrible calamity will come upon the earth 
and a wrathful judgment upon this people. 
They will fall by the edge of the sword 
and be taken as captives to all the Gentiles; 
and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 
"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 
stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, 
perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
People will die of fright in anticipation of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. But when these signs begin to happen, 
stand erect and raise your heads 
because your redemption is at hand." 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:   

Do you believe that the world as we know it 
is going to end just as Jesus foretold? Jesus' 
prophetic description of the destruction of 
the holy city Jerusalem, the destruction of 
the world, and the day of final judgment, was 
not new to the people of Israel. The prophets 

had foretold these events many centuries 
before. Behold the day of the Lord comes, 
cruel, with wrath and fierce anger to make 
the earth a desolation and to destroy its 
sinners from it (Isaiah 13:9-13; see also  Joel 
2:1-2; Amos 5:18-20; Zephaniah 1:14-18). 

Indifference and rejection of the Gospel lead 
to destruction 

Jesus warns of the imminent destruction of 
Jerusalem as a consequence of the rejection 
of the Gospel. According to the historian 

Josephus, over a million inhabitants died 
when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem with 
its temple in 70 A.D. Jerusalem's vengeance 
resulted from her indifference to the 
visitation of God in the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Luke 19:44). 

Jesus also speaks about the judgment at the 
end of the world. Only spiritual blindness can 
keep us from recognizing the obvious signs 

of approaching disaster which awaits the day 
of judgment for those who refuse to heed 
God's word of grace and salvation. Jesus was 
completely honest. He told his disciples what 
it would cost to follow him. And he promised 
that he would never leave them alone, even 
in their time of tribulation. The saints and 

martyrs who underwent torment and death 
made their prisons a temple of praise and 
their scaffolds a throne to the glory of God. 
They knew the saving presence of Jesus 
Christ with them in all circumstances. Jesus 
offers us safety in the face of earth's threats. 

Not a hair of your head will perish (Luke 
21:18). The disciple who walks with Christ 
may lose their body but not their soul. 

We hope for what is to come - full 
redemption of our bodies and a new heavens 
and earth 

The greatest gift which no one can take from 

us and which we can be most thankful for is 
our redemption through the precious blood 
of Jesus, which was shed on the cross for our 
sins, and our adoption through Christ as 
children of God our heavenly Father. Jesus 

Christ has redeemed us from slavery to sin, 
from fear of death, and from final 
destruction. We can be eternally thankful 
because our hope is anchored in heaven and 
in the promise that Jesus will return to fully 
establish his reign of peace and 

righteousness. The Lord Jesus will raise our 
lowly bodies to be like his glorious body 
which is no longer subject to illness, death 
and corruption. 

Jesus speaks of his second coming as a 
known fact, a for certain event which we can 
confidently expect to take place in the Lord's 
time of choosing. This coming will be marked 
by signs that all will recognize - signs which 

will strike terror and grief in those who are 
unprepared and wonder and joy in those who 
are ready to meet the Lord. When the Lord 
Jesus returns he will fully establish his 
kingdom of justice and righteousness and he 
will vindicate all who have been faithful to 
him. His judgment is a sign of hope for those 

who have placed their trust in him. Do you 
hope in God and in the promise of Christ to 
return again to create new heavens and a 
new earth (Isaiah 65:17 and Revelation 

21:1)? 

"Lord Jesus, fill me with gratitude for the gift 
of redemption and increase my hope and 
longing for your return again in glory. May 
that day bring joy to my heart rather than 

sorrow. Help me to serve you faithfully and 
to make the best use of my time now in the 
light of your coming again." 
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The Bible in one year:   
NOVEMBER 

 
01 Prov 5–6, 1 Macc 5:1–15, 1 

Tim 5, Ps 119:95–101 

02 Prov 7, 1 Macc 5:16–35, 1 

Tim 6, Ps 119:102–108 

03 Prov 8–9, 1 Macc 5:36–55, 2 

Tim 1, Ps 119:109–116 

04 Prov 10, 1 Macc 5:56–68, 2 

Tim 2, Ps 119:117–123 

05 Prov 11–12, 1 Macc 6:1–28, 2 

Tim 3, Ps 119:124–130 

06 Prov 13–14, 1 Macc 6:29–48, 

2 Tim 4, Ps 119:131–137 

07 Prov 15, 1 Macc 6:49–63, 

Titus 1–2, Ps 119:138–144 

08 Prov 16–17, 1 Macc 7:1–25, 

Titus 3, Ps 119:145–151 

09 Prov 18–19, 1 Macc 7:26–50, 

Philem, Ps 119:152–158 

10 Prov 20, 1 Macc 8:1–15, Heb 

1–2, Ps 119:159–165 

11 Prov 21–22, 1 Macc 8:16–32, 

Heb 3, Ps 119:166–172 

12 Prov 23, 1 Macc 9:1–24, Heb 

4, Ps 119:173–176 

13 Prov 24–25, 1 Macc 9:25–44, 

Heb 5–6, Ps 120 

14 Prov 26–27, 1 Macc 9:45–73, 

Heb 7:1–12, Ps 121 

15 Prov 28, 1 Macc 10:1–11, 

Heb 7:13–28, Ps 122 

16 Prov 29–30, 1 Macc 10:12–

31, Heb 8:1–9:15, Ps 123 

17 Prov 31, 1 Macc 10:32–51, 

Heb 9:16–28, Ps 124 

18 Eccles 1–3, 1 Macc 10:52–72, 

Heb 10, Ps 125 

19 Eccles 4–6, 1 Macc 10:73–89, 

Heb 11:1–13, Ps 126 

20 Eccles 7–8, 1 Macc 11:1–23, 

Heb 11:14–40, Ps 127 

21 Eccles 9–12, 1 Macc 11:24–

43, Heb 12:1–17, Ps 128 

22 Song 1–2, 1 Macc 11:44–63, 

Heb 12:18–29, Ps 129 

23 Song 3–6, 1 Macc 11:64–74, 

Heb 13, Ps 130:title–4 

24 Song 7–8, 1 Macc 12:1–29, 

James 1, Ps 130:5–131:3 

25 Wisd of Sol 1–3, 1 Macc 

12:30–53, James 2, Ps 132:title–

5 

26 Wisd of Sol 4–6, 1 Macc 13:1

–17, James 3, Ps 132:6–12 

27 Wisd of Sol 7, 1 Macc 13:18–

37, James 4, Ps 132:13–18 

28 Wisd of Sol 8–10, 1 Macc 

13:38–53, James 5, Ps 133–134 

29 Wisd of Sol 11–12, 1 Macc 

14:1–24, 1 Pet 1, Ps 135:1–7 

30 Wisd of Sol 13–14, 1 Macc 

14:25–49, 1 Pet 2, Ps 135:8–14 

  

"The Son of man is coming with great glory"  

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading   DN 6:12-28 Responsorial Psalm  DANIEL 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 
    2nd Reading    Gospel     LK 21:20-28 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading 1 PT 1:3-7  Gospel  JN 17:12-19 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading    Gospel   
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Thursday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time 
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