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Wednesday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Today’s Bible Readings

Latin Rite 1st Reading DN 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28 Responsorial Psalm DANIEL 3:62,
63, 64, 65, 66, 67 2nd Reading Gospel LK 21:12-19

Syro-Malabar Rite 1st Reading HEB 1:1-4 Gospel MK 12:18-27

Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading Gospel

Mother Mary

"Not a hair of your head will'perish"

Mission of Jesus, is a Non
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each and every Christian
who view this website. This
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This site is been developed
with the help of many of the
Christian Brothers around
the world, we do even invite
you Brothers and Sisters in
Christ to send us related
information about your
Testimonials and News
letters so that we could add
them into our website.

Prayer for All Souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady
to release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is
said. The prayer was extend
to include living sinners
which would alleviate the
indebtedness accrued to
them during their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all
the holy Souls in
Purgatory, for sinners
everywhere, for sinners
in the Universal Church,
those in my own home
and within my family.
Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the
Passion of Christ, which
many times brought floods
of tears to her eyes. She did
many penances, and Our
Lady appeared to her many
times. Her holy Soul passed
away in 1334. November 16
is her Feast Day.

Meditation:

If the Gospel message is good news, then why do so many
people treat Christians with contempt and hostility for
their beliefs and practices? Jesus warns his followers that
they will be confronted with wickedness, false teaching,
persecution, as well as the temptation to renounce their
faith when it is put to the test.

Satan destroys and Kills - God restores and gives life

The real enemy of the Gospel - the good news of Jesus
Christ - is Satan (also called Lucifer), the powerful leader
of the fallen angels who rebelled against God and who
were cast out of heaven. Satan opposes God and all who
follow his rule of peace and righteousness (moral
goodness) on the earth. Jesus calls Satan a "murderer”
who turns brother against brother and the "father of lies”
who twists the truth and speaks falsehood (John 8:44).
Satan not only opposes God's rule, he seeks to destroy all
who would obey God. Satan will use any means possible to
turn people away from God. He tempts people through
envy, deception, hatred, and fear to provoke hostility
towards those who follow the Lord Jesus Christ.

What is Jesus' response to hostility and persecution? Love,
forbearance, and forgiveness. Only love - the love which is
rooted in God's great compassion and faithfulness - can
overcome prejudice, hatred, and envy. God's love purifies
our heart and mind of all that would divide and tear people
apart. Knowing God as our compassionate Father and
loving God's word of truth and righteousness (moral
goodness) is essential for overcoming evil. Jesus tells us
that we do not need to fear those who would oppose us or
treat us harshly for following the Lord Jesus. He promises
to give us supernatural strength, wisdom, and courage as
we take a stand for our faith and witness to the truth and
love of Christ.

The Gospel is good news for the whole world because it is
God's eternal word of truth, love, pardon, and salvation
(being set free from sin and evil) through his Son, Jesus
Christ. The Lord Jesus has won the victory for us through
his atoning death on the cross for our sins and his rising
from the grave - his resurrection power that brings
abundant life and restoration for us. That is why the Gospel
has power to set people free from sin, fear and death, and
bring peace, pardon, and new life.

Endurance never gives up hope in God

Jesus tells his disciples that if they endure to the end they
will gain their lives - they will inherit abundant life and
lasting happiness with God. Endurance is an essential
strength which God gives to those who put their trust in
him. Endurance is the patience which never gives up hope,
never yields to despair or hatred. Patience is long-suffering
because it looks beyond the present difficulties and trials

and sees the reward which comes to those who persevere

with hope and trust in God. That is why godly endurance is
more than human effort. It is first and foremost a
supernatural gift of the Holy Spirit which enables us to
bear up under any trial or temptation.

Endurance is linked with godly hope - the supernatural
assurance that we will see God face to face and inherit all
the promises he has made. Jesus is our supreme model and
pioneer who endured the cross for our sake (Hebrews
12:2). "God shows his love for us in that while we were yet
sinners Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). Jesus willingly
shed his blood for us - to win for us pardon and peace with
God. Our joy and privilege is to take up our cross each day
to follow the Lord Jesus.

True martyrs live and die as witnesses of Christ and the
Gospel of peace

IAbortion isn't a lesser evil,
it's a crime. Taking one life
to save another, that's
what the Mafia does. It's a
rime. It's an absolute evil.

Pope Francis

The word "martyr” in the New Testament Greek means
"witness". The Book of Revelation says that "Jesus was the
faithful witness ...who freed us from our sins by his
blood" (Revelation 1:5). Tertullian, a second century
lawyer who converted when he saw Christians singing as
they went out to die by the hands of their persecutors,
exclaimed: "The blood of the martyrs is seed.” Their blood
is the seed of new Christians, the seed of the church.

The third century bishop, Cyprian said: "When persecution
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comes, God's soldiers are put to the test, and heaven is
open to martyrs. We have not enlisted in an army to think
of peace and to decline battle, for we see that the Lord has
taken first place in the conflict.” True martyrs live and die
as witnesses of the Gospel. They overcome their enemies
through persevering hope and courage, undying love and
forbearance, kindness, goodness, and compassion.

God may call some of us to be martyrs who shed their
blood for bearing witness to Jesus Christ. But for most of
us, our call is to be 'dry' martyrs who bear testimony to the
joy and power of the Gospel in the midst of daily
challenges, contradictions, temptations and adversities
which come our way as we follow the Lord Jesus.

We do not need to fear our adversaries

What will attract others to the truth and power of the
Gospel? When they see Christians loving their enemies,
being joyful in suffering, patient in adversity, pardoning
injuries, and showing comfort and compassion to the
hopeless and the helpless. Jesus tells us that we do not
need to fear our adversaries. God will give us sufficient
grace, strength, and wisdom to face any trial and to
answer any challenge to our faith. Are you ready to lay
down your life for Christ and to bear witness to the joy and
freedom of the Gospel?

"Lord Jesus Christ, by your atoning death on the cross you
have redeemed the world. Fill me with joyful hope,
courage, and boldness to witness the truth of your love for
sinners and your victory over the powers of sin, Satan, and
death."
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v Reading 1

@t and tell you what it means. You have rebelled

DN 5:1-6, 13-14,
16-17, 23-28

King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a
thousand of his lords, with whom he drank.

Under the influence of the wine,

he ordered the gold and silver vessels

which Nebuchadnezzar, his father,

had taken from the temple in Jerusalem,

to be brought in so that the king, his lords,

his wives and his entertainers might drink from
them. When the gold and silver vessels

taken from the house of God in Jerusalem had been
brought in, and while the king, his lords, his wives
and his entertainers were drinking wine from them,
they praised their gods of gold and silver,

bronze and iron, wood and stone.

Suddenly, opposite the lampstand,

the fingers of a human hand appeared,

writing on the plaster of the wall in the Kking's
palace.

When the king saw the wrist and hand that wrote,
his face blanched;

his thoughts terrified him, his hip joints shook,

and his knees knocked.

Then Daniel was brought into the presence of the
king. The king asked him, "Are you the Daniel, the
Jewish exile, whom my father, the king, brought
from Judah?

| have heard that the Spirit of God is in you, that
you possess brilliant knowledge and extraordinary
wisdom. | have heard that you can interpret dreams
and solve difficulties; if you are able to read the
writing and tell me what it means, you shall be
clothed in purple, wear a gold collar about your
neck, and be third in the government of the
kingdom."

Daniel answered the king: "You may keep your
gifts, or give your presents to someone else;
but the writing | will read for you, O king,

against the Lord of heaven. You had the vessels of
his temple brought before you,

so that you and your nobles, your wives and your
entertainers, might drink wine from them;

and you praised the gods of silver and gold,

bronze and iron, wood and stone,

that neither see nor hear nor have intelligence.

But the God in whose hand is your life breath

and the whole course of your life, you did not
glorify. By him were the wrist and hand sent, and
the writing set down.

"This is the writing that was inscribed:

MENE, TEKEL, and PERES.

These words mean:

MENE, God has numbered your kingdom and put an
end to it; TEKEL, you have been weighed on the
scales and found wanting;

PERES, your kingdom has been divided and given to
the Medes and Persians."

Responsorial Psalm
63, 64, 65, 66, 67

DANIEL 3:62,

R.(59b) Give glory and eternal praise to him.
"Sun and moon, bless the Lord;

praise and exalt him above all forever."
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him.
"Stars of heaven, bless the Lord;
praise and exalt him above all forever."
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him.
"Every shower and dew, bless the Lord;
praise and exalt him above all forever."
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him.
"All you winds, bless the Lord;

praise and exalt him above all forever."
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him.
"Fire and heat, bless the Lord;

praise and exalt him above all forever."
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him.
"Cold and chill, bless the Lord;

praise and exalt him above all forever."
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him.
AlleluiaRV 2:10C

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain faithful until death,

and | will give you the crown of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel LK 21:12-19
Jesus said to the crowd:

"They will seize and persecute you,

they will hand you over to the synagogues and to
prisons, and they will have you led before kings and
governors because of my name.

It will lead to your giving testimony.

Remember, you are not to prepare your defense
beforehand, for I myself shall give you a wisdom in
speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless
to resist or refute. You will even be handed over by
parents, brothers, relatives, and friends,

and they will put some of you to death.

You will be hated by all because of my name,

but not a hair on your head will be destroyed.

By your perseverance you will secure your lives."
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The Bible in one year:
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01 Prov 5-6, 1 Macc 5:1-15, 1
Tim 5, Ps 119:95-101
02 Prov 7, 1 Macc 5:16-35, 1
Tim 6, Ps 119:102-108
03 Prov 8-9, 1 Macc 5:36-55, 2
Tim 1, Ps 119:109-116
04 Prov 10, 1 Macc 5:56-68, 2
Tim 2, Ps 119:117-123
05 Prov 11-12, 1 Macc 6:1-28, 2
Tim 3, Ps 119:124-130
06 Prov 13-14, 1 Macc 6:29-48,
2 Tim 4, Ps 119:131-137
07 Prov 15, 1 Macc 6:49-63,
Titus 1-2, Ps 119:138-144
08 Prov 16-17, 1 Macc 7:1-25,
Titus 3, Ps 119:145-151
09 Prov 18-19, 1 Macc 7:26-50,
Philem, Ps 119:152-158
10 Prov 20, 1 Macc 8:1-15, Heb
1-2, Ps 119:159-165
11 Prov 21-22, 1 Macc 8:16-32,
Heb 3, Ps 119:166-172
12 Prov 23, 1 Macc 9:1-24, Heb
4,Ps 119:173-176
13 Prov 24-25, 1 Macc 9:25-44,
Heb 5-6, Ps 120
14 Prov 26-27, 1 Macc 9:45-73,
Heb 7:1-12, Ps 121
15 Prov 28, 1 Macc 10:1-11,
Heb 7:13-28, Ps 122
16 Prov 29-30, 1 Macc 10:12—
31, Heb 8:1-9:15, Ps 123
17 Prov 31, 1 Macc 10:32-51,
Heb 9:16-28, Ps 124
18 Eccles 1-3, 1 Macc 10:52-72,
Heb 10, Ps 125
19 Eccles 4-6, 1 Macc 10:73-89,
Heb 11:1-13, Ps 126
20 Eccles 7-8, 1 Macc 11:1-23,
Heb 11:14-40, Ps 127
21 Eccles 9-12, 1 Macc 11:24—
43, Heb 12:1-17, Ps 128
22 Song 1-2, 1 Macc 11:44-63,
Heb 12:18-29, Ps 129
23 Song 3-6, 1 Macc 11:64-74,
Heb 13, Ps 130:title—4
24 Song 7-8, 1 Macc 12:1-29,
James 1, Ps 130:5-131:3
25 Wisd of Sol 1-3, 1 Macc
12:30-53, James 2, Ps 132:title—
5
26 Wisd of Sol 4-6, 1 Macc 13:1
-17, James 3, Ps 132:6-12
27 Wisd of Sol 7, 1 Macc 13:18—
37, James 4, Ps 132:13-18
28 Wisd of Sol 8-10, 1 Macc
13:38-53, James 5, Ps 133-134
29 Wisd of Sol 11-12, 1 Macc
14:1-24, 1 Pet 1, Ps 135:1-7
30 Wisd of Sol 13-14, 1 Macc
14:25-49, 1 Pet 2, Ps 135:8-14

Today’s Saints

St. Maximus

St. Virgilius of
Salzburg

Bl. Bernardine
of Fossa

Foa

)

St.

Saint Maximus, from his youth as the son of a noble Christian family, manifested a firm predilection for virtue. His austerities, undertaken to
conserve his virtue at all costs, were so constant and determined that it seemed he merited the crown of martyrdom even without a tyrant to
persecute him. For seven years, after he made a private vow of virginity at the age of eighteen and then entered into religion, he was a disciple of
Saint Honoratus, Abbot of the famous monastery on the island of Lerins; and in the year 426 he succeeded in that office his master, who had been
chosen bishop of Arles.

St.

Benedictine monk. Pilgrim to the Holy Land in 743, and on the way home he stopped in Bavaria - and stayed. Worked with Saint Rupert of
Salzburg. Abbot of Saint Peter's monastery in Salzburg, Austria; one of his monks was Saint Modestus. Bishop of Salzburg in 765, ordained by
Duke Odilo. Saint Boniface twice accused him of heresy because of his scientific ideas (including a round earth), but this reflected some friction
between the style and people of Roman and Celtic origins, and Virgilius was always cleared of the charges. He rebuilt the cathedral of Salzburg.
Sent missionary priests to Carinthia, Austria.

Maximus

Virgilius of Salzburg

Born: 8th century Ireland

Canonized: 10 June 1233 by Pope Gregory IX

Bl. Bernardine of Fossa

Born to the nobility, member of the Amici family. An excellent student, he was educated at Aquila, Italy. Obtained doctorates in civil law and canon
law at Perugia, ltaly. Joined the Franciscan Friars Minor on 12 March 1445 in Perugia, taking the name Giovanni Bernardino, and receiving the
habit from Saint James of the Marches. Held assorted administrative posts at several Franciscan monasteries in the regions of Umbria and Abruzzi
in Italy. Evangelist throughout ltaly, Dalmatia and Serigonia. Provincial of his Order in Italy from 1454 to 1460; provincial in Dalmatia and Bosnia
from 1464 to 1467; attorney general to the Roman Curia from 1467 to 1469; provincial in Italy from 1472 to 1475. Twice chosen bishop of Aquila,
and twice refused the see, citing his inadequacy to the position. Noted historian and ascetical writer, and many of his sermons have survived to
today; wrote the first biography of Saint Bernardine of Siena.

Born: 1420 in Fossa, Aquila, Italy as Giovanni Amici

Beatified : 26 March 1828 by Pope Leo XII (cultus confirmation)

Diede 784 at Salzburg, Austria of natural causese relics in the altar of the cathdral of Salzburg, Austria

Patronage:e against birth complicationse Salzburg, Austriae Slovenes

Died: 27 November 1503 in the Franciscan convent in L'Aquila, Italy of natural causes
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For seven years, he governed this monastery, and under his guidance, solid piety and penance flourished as well as excellent studies, which he
established and directed himself. The demon, irritated, under various disguises persecuted him without respite, but the holy Abbot put him to flight
by the sign of the Cross, our salvation. Saint Maximus was remarkable not only for the spirit of recollection, fervor, and piety familiar to him from
childhood, but still more for the gentleness and kindliness with which he governed the fervent monks of this monastery. At that time it contained a
very large number of them. Exhibiting in his own person an example of the most sterling virtues, his exhortations could not fail to prove all-
persuasive; loving all his religious, whom it was his delight to consider as composing one single family, he established among them the sweet
concord, union, and holy emulation in virtue which render the exercise of authority virtually unnecessary, and make holy submission a pleasure.

The clergy and people of Antibes near Lerins, then those of Frejus, moved by such a shining example, elected Maximus for their bishop, but he
refused this dignity verbally on the first occasion, and on the second took flight in a boat and then into a forest, where he prayed for three days
and nights that the Lord would change the dispositions of the people of Frejus. Their emissaries did not succeed in finding him, and proceeded to
another election. He fled again after Saint Hilary joined his approbation to the election of the clergy and people of the city of Riez in the French
Alps, then large and heavily populated. This time he was found, and was compelled to accept the see of Riez, his native diocese.

When one day a church was to be built on a hilltop and it was necessary to transport heavy columns to the elevated site, the oxen refused to
move. The bishop was absent that day, although he had often come to encourage all concerned. The people attached two more animals to the
yoke, but still none of them moved. The bishop was advised, and when he arrived told them he saw a demon standing before the oxen to prevent
their advance. He put the enemy to flight once more with the sign of the Cross, and himself detached the two animals who had been requisitioned;
and the first two, with his blessing, had no difficulty in arriving at the hilltop.

In the see of Riez Saint Maximus practiced virtue in all gentleness until he died in 460, regretted as the best of fathers.
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