
 

 

St. John Berchmans 

Born in 1599 in Diest, a town of northern Belgium near Brussels and Louvain, this angelic young Saint was the oldest of five children. Two of his three brothers became 

priests, and his father, after the death of John's mother when he was eleven years old, entered religion and became a Canon of Saint Sulpice. John was a brilliant 

student from his most tender years, manifesting also a piety which far exceeded the ordinary. Beginning at the age of seven, he studied for three years at the local 

communal school with an excellent professor. And then his father, wanting to protect the sacerdotal vocation already evident in his son, confided him to a Canon of 
Diest who lodged students aspiring to the ecclesiastical vocation. After three years in that residence, the family's financial situation had declined owing to the long 

illness of the mother, and John was told he would have to return and learn a trade. He pleaded to be allowed to continue his studies. And his aunts, who were nuns, 

found a solution through their chaplain; he proposed to take John into his service and lodge him. 

Saint John was ordinarily first in his classes at the large school, a sort of minor seminary, even when he had to double his efforts in order to rejoin his fellow students, 

all of excellent talent, who sometimes had preceded him for a year or more in an assigned discipline. He often questioned his Superiors as to what was the most 

perfect thing to say or do in the various circumstances in which he found himself. Such was the humility which caused the young to advance without ceasing on the 

road to heaven. Later he continued his studies at Malines, also not distant from Diest, under the tutelage of another ecclesiastic, who assigned to him the supervision 

of three young boys of a noble family. In all that John did he sought perfection, and he never encountered anything but the highest favor for his services, wherever he 

was placed.  He found his vocation through his acquaintance with the Jesuits of that city, and manifested his determination to pursue his course, although his father 
and family opposed it for a time. It had been decided that he would continue his studies at the Jesuit novitiate of Malines, with about 70 other novices. With another 

young aspirant, he was waiting in the parlor to be introduced, when he saw in the garden a coadjutor Brother turning over the ground in the garden. He proposed to 

his companion to go and help him, saying: Could we begin our religious life better than with an act of humility and charity? And with no hesitation, both went to offer 

their assistance. How many young persons in that situation would have thought of such an offer? This incident reveals the profound charity and interior peace which 

characterized this young religious at all times. 

As a novice he taught catechism to the children in the regions around Malines. He made his instructions so lively and interesting that the country folk preferred his 

lessons to the ordinary sermons. The children became attached to him, and in a troop would conduct him back to the novitiate, where he distributed holy pictures, 

medals and rosaries to them. At the end of his novitiate in 1619 he was destined to go to Rome to begin serious application to philosophy, but his superiors decided to 
send him home for a few days first. A shock awaited him at the train station of Malines, where he was expecting to meet his father; he had died a week earlier. John 

was given time to take the dispositions necessary to provide for the younger brothers and sister. When he departed, it was apparently with a premonition that he 

would perhaps never see them again, for he said in a letter to the Canon of Diest with whom he had dwelt, to tell the younger ones for him: Increase in piety, in fear of 

God and in knowledge. Adieu.  With a fellow novice he began the two months' journey on foot to Rome, by way of Paris, Lyons and Loreto, where the two assisted at 

the Christmas Midnight Mass. Both of these two young Jesuits would die within three years' time, his companion in a matter of several months. John had time during 

these three years to give unceasing proofs of his already perfected sanctity; nothing that he did was left to chance, but entrusted to the intercession of his Heavenly 

Mother, to whom his devotion continued to increase day by day. He made an extraordinary effort during an intense heat wave in the summer of 1621, participating 

splendidly in a debate, which took place at a certain distance from the Jesuit residence, despite the fact he did not feel well. Two days later he was felled by a fever, 

which continued implacably to mine his already slight resistance, and he died in August of that year, after one week of illness. The story of his last days is touching 

indeed; in a residence of several hundred priests and students, there was none who did not follow with anxiety and compassion the progress of his illness. When the 

infirmarian told his patient that he should probably receive Communion the next morning — an exception to the rule prescribing it for Sundays only, in those times — 

John said, In Viaticum? and received a sad affirmative answer. He himself was transported with joy and embraced the Brother; the latter broke into tears. A priest who 

knew John well went to him the next morning and asked him if there was anything troubling or saddening him, and John replied, Absolutely nothing. 

He asked that his mattress be placed on the floor, and knelt to receive his Lord; when the Father Rector pronounced the words of the Ritual: Receive, Brother, in 

viaticum, the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ, all in attendance wept. Their angelic, ever joyous and affectionate young novice was called to leave them; no clearer 

tribute than their tears could have been offered to the reality of his sanctity, his participation in the effusive goodness of the divine nature. Devotion to his memory 

spread rapidly in Belgium; already in 1624 twelve engraving establishments of Anvers had published his portrait. He was canonized in 1888 by Pope Leo XIII, at the 

same time as two other Jesuits who lived during the first century of that Society's existence, so fruitful in sanctity — Peter Claver and Alphonsus Rodriguez. 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Leonard of Port Maurice 

Son of Domenico Casanova, a sea captain, and Anna Maria Benza. Placed at age thirteen with his uncle Agostino to study for a career as a physician, but the youth 

decided against medicine, and his uncle disowned him. Studied at the Jesuit College in Rome, Italy. Joined the Riformella, a branch of the Franciscans of the Strict 

Observance on 2 October 1697, taking the name Brother Leonard. Ordained in Rome in 1703. Taught for a while, and expected to become a missionary to China, but a 

bleeding ulcer kept him in his native lands for the several years it took to recover and regain his strength. 

Sent to Florence, Italy in 1709 where he became a noted preached in the city and nearby region. He was often invited to other areas, and worked for devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament, Sacred Heart, Immaculate Conception, and the Stations of the Cross. Established the Way of the Cross in over 500 places, including the Colosseum 

in Rome. Sent as a missionary by Pope Benedict XIV to the island of Corsica in 1744. There he restored discipline to the holy orders there, but local politics greatly 

limited his success in preaching. He returned exhausted to Rome where he spent the rest of his days. 

Born: 20 December 1676 at Porto Maurizio, Italy on the Riviera di Ponente as Paul Jerome Casanova 

Died: 11:00pm 26 November 1751 at the monastery of Saint Bonaventura, Rome, Italy 

Canonized:29 June 1867 by Pope Pius XI  Patronage: • Imperia, Italy• parish missions 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Pope St. Siricius 

Son of Tiburtius. Lector. Deacon. Friend of Saint Ambrose of Milan. Unanimously elected 38th pope in 384. He was opposed by the anti-pope Ursinus, but the pretender 

could not get any support, and nothing came of it. Expanded papal power and authority, decreeing that any papal documents should receive widespread distribution. 

Held a synod at Rome, Italy on 6 January 386 which re-affirmed a variety of canon laws and disciplines for both clergy and laity. A separate synod in 390 to 392 re-

affirmed the merits of fasting, good works, and the need for celibate life among the religious and clergy. Opposed the Manicheans. Settled the Meletian schism at 

Antioch. 

Born: c.334 at Rome, Italy  Papal Ascension: December 384 

Died: • 26 November 399 of natural causes• buried in the cemetery of Priscilla on the Via Salaria, Rome, Italy 

Canonized: by Pope Benedict XIV 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Today’s  Saints 

Reading 1                   DN 2:31-45 

 
Daniel said to Nebuchadnezzar: 
"In your vision, O king, you saw a statue, 
very large and exceedingly bright, 
terrifying in appearance as it stood before you. 
The head of the statue was pure gold, 
its chest and arms were silver, 
its belly and thighs bronze, the legs iron, 
its feet partly iron and partly tile. 
While you looked at the statue, 
a stone which was hewn from a mountain 

without a hand being put to it, 
struck its iron and tile feet, breaking them in pieces. 
The iron, tile, bronze, silver, and gold all crumbled 
at once, fine as the chaff on the threshing floor in 
summer, and the wind blew them away without 
leaving a trace. But the stone that struck the statue 
became a great mountain and filled the whole 
earth. 
"This was the dream; the interpretation we shall 
also give in the king's presence. You, O king, are 
the king of kings; to you the God of heaven 
has given dominion and strength, power and glory; 
men, wild beasts, and birds of the air, wherever 
they may dwell, he has handed over to you, making 
you ruler over them all; you are the head of gold. 
Another kingdom shall take your place, inferior to 
yours, then a third kingdom, of bronze, 
which shall rule over the whole earth. 
There shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron; 
it shall break in pieces and subdue all these others, 
just as iron breaks in pieces and crushes everything 
else. The feet and toes you saw, partly of potter's 
tile and partly of iron, mean that it shall be a 
divided kingdom, but yet have some of the 
hardness of iron. As you saw the iron mixed with 
clay tile, and the toes partly iron and partly tile, 
the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly 
fragile. The iron mixed with clay tile 
means that they shall seal their alliances by 
intermarriage, but they shall not stay united, any 
more than iron mixes with clay. 
In the lifetime of those kings 
the God of heaven will set up a kingdom 
that shall never be destroyed or delivered up to 
another people; rather, it shall break in pieces all 
these kingdoms and put an end to them, and it 
shall stand forever. That is the meaning of the 
stone you saw hewn from the mountain 
without a hand being put to it, which broke in 
pieces the tile, iron, bronze, silver, and gold. 
The great God has revealed to the king what shall 
be in the future; this is exactly what you dreamed, 
and its meaning is sure." 

 

Responsorial Psalm  DANIEL  3:57, 

58, 59, 60, 61 
 
R. (59b) Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord, 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"Angels of the Lord, bless the Lord, 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"You heavens, bless the Lord, 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"All you waters above the heavens, bless the Lord, 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
"All you hosts of the Lord, bless the Lord; 
praise and exalt him above all forever." 
R. Give glory and eternal praise to him. 
Alleluia RV 2:10C 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Remain faithful until death, 
and I will give you the crown of life. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel                                  LK  21:5-11 

 
While some people were speaking about 
how the temple was adorned with costly stones and 
votive offerings, Jesus said, "All that you see here– 
the days will come when there will not be left 
a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown 
down." 
Then they asked him, "Teacher, when will this 
happen? 
And what sign will there be when all these things 
are about to happen?" 
He answered, "See that you not be deceived, 
for many will come in my name, saying, 
'I am he,' and 'The time has come.' 
Do not follow them! 
When you hear of wars and insurrections, 
do not be terrified; for such things must happen 
first, 
but it will not immediately be the end." 
Then he said to them, 
"Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. 
There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and 
plagues from place to place; 
and awesome sights and mighty signs will come 
from the sky." 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:   

How would you respond if someone prophesied 
that your home, land, or place of worship would 
be destroyed? Jesus foretold many signs that 
would shake peoples and nations. The signs 
which God uses are meant to point us to a 
higher spiritual truth and reality of his kingdom 
which does not perish or fade away, but endures 
for all eternity. God works through many events 
and signs to purify and renew us in hope and to 
help us set our hearts more firmly on him and 
him alone. 

First signs of the end times 

To the great consternation of the Jews, Jesus 
prophesied the destruction of their great temple 
at Jerusalem. The Jewish people took great 
pride in their temple, a marvel of the ancient 
world. The foretelling of this destruction was a 
dire warning of spiritual judgment in itself. They 

asked Jesus for a sign that would indicate when 
this disastrous event would occur. Jesus 
admonished them to not look for signs that 

would indicate the exact timing of impending 
destruction, but rather to pray for God's 
intervention of grace and mercy. 

Jesus said there would be many signs of 
impending conflicts and disasters - such as 

wars, famines, diseases, tidal waves, and 
earthquakes - which would precede the 
struggles of the last days when God's anointed 
King would return to usher in the full reign of 
God over the earth. In that day when the Lord 
returns there will be a final judgement of the 
living and the dead when the secrets of every 
heart will be brought to light (Luke 12:2-3; 
Romans 2:16). 

Jesus foretells the destruction of the Temple at 
Jerusalem 

Jesus' prophecy of the destruction of the temple 
at Jerusalem was a two-edged sword, because it 
pointed not only to God's judgment, but also to 
his saving action and mercy. Jesus foretold the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the dire 
consequences for all who would reject him and 
his saving message. While the destruction of 
Jerusalem's temple was determined (it was 
razed by the Romans in 70 A.D.), there remained 
for its inhabitants a narrow open door leading to 
deliverance. Jesus said: "I am the door; 
whoever enters by me will be saved" (John 

10:9).  Jesus willingly set his face toward 
Jerusalem, knowing that he would meet 
betrayal, rejection, and death on a cross. His 
death on the cross, however, brought about true 
freedom, peace, and victory over the powers of 
sin, evil, and death - not only for the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, but for all - both Jew and Gentile 
alike - who would accept Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior. Do you know the peace and security of a 
life submitted to the lordship of Jesus Christ? 

We need to recognize the signs of God's 
judgment, mercy, and grace to save us 

Sometimes we don't recognize the moral crisis 
and spiritual conflict of the age in which we live, 
until something "shakes us up" to the reality of 
this present condition. God reminds us that a 
future judgment and outcome awaits every 
individual who has lived on this earth. The 
reward for doing what is right and pleasing to 
God and the penalty for sinful rebellion and 
rejection of God are not always experienced in 
this present life - but they are sure to come in 
the day of final judgment. 

The Lord Jesus tells us that there will be trials, 
suffering, and persecution in this present age 
until he comes again at the end of the world. 
God intends our anticipation of his final 

judgment to be a powerful deterrent to 
unfaithfulness and wrongdoing. God extends 
grace and mercy to all who will heed his call and 
his warning. Do not pass up, even for one day, 

God's invitation of grace and mercy to seek first 
his kingdom of righteousness and peace. This 
day may be your only chance before that final 
day comes. 

"Lord Jesus, your grace and mercy abounds 
even in the midst of trials and difficulties. Help 
me to seek your kingdom first and to reject 
whatever would hinder me from pursuing your 
way of peace, righteousness, and holiness. Fill 
me with the joy and hope of your everlasting 
kingdom." 
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The Bible in one year:   
NOVEMBER 

 
01 Prov 5–6, 1 Macc 5:1–15, 1 

Tim 5, Ps 119:95–101 

02 Prov 7, 1 Macc 5:16–35, 1 

Tim 6, Ps 119:102–108 

03 Prov 8–9, 1 Macc 5:36–55, 2 

Tim 1, Ps 119:109–116 

04 Prov 10, 1 Macc 5:56–68, 2 

Tim 2, Ps 119:117–123 

05 Prov 11–12, 1 Macc 6:1–28, 2 

Tim 3, Ps 119:124–130 

06 Prov 13–14, 1 Macc 6:29–48, 

2 Tim 4, Ps 119:131–137 

07 Prov 15, 1 Macc 6:49–63, 

Titus 1–2, Ps 119:138–144 

08 Prov 16–17, 1 Macc 7:1–25, 

Titus 3, Ps 119:145–151 

09 Prov 18–19, 1 Macc 7:26–50, 

Philem, Ps 119:152–158 

10 Prov 20, 1 Macc 8:1–15, Heb 

1–2, Ps 119:159–165 

11 Prov 21–22, 1 Macc 8:16–32, 

Heb 3, Ps 119:166–172 

12 Prov 23, 1 Macc 9:1–24, Heb 

4, Ps 119:173–176 

13 Prov 24–25, 1 Macc 9:25–44, 

Heb 5–6, Ps 120 

14 Prov 26–27, 1 Macc 9:45–73, 

Heb 7:1–12, Ps 121 

15 Prov 28, 1 Macc 10:1–11, 

Heb 7:13–28, Ps 122 

16 Prov 29–30, 1 Macc 10:12–

31, Heb 8:1–9:15, Ps 123 

17 Prov 31, 1 Macc 10:32–51, 

Heb 9:16–28, Ps 124 

18 Eccles 1–3, 1 Macc 10:52–72, 

Heb 10, Ps 125 

19 Eccles 4–6, 1 Macc 10:73–89, 

Heb 11:1–13, Ps 126 

20 Eccles 7–8, 1 Macc 11:1–23, 

Heb 11:14–40, Ps 127 

21 Eccles 9–12, 1 Macc 11:24–

43, Heb 12:1–17, Ps 128 

22 Song 1–2, 1 Macc 11:44–63, 

Heb 12:18–29, Ps 129 

23 Song 3–6, 1 Macc 11:64–74, 

Heb 13, Ps 130:title–4 

24 Song 7–8, 1 Macc 12:1–29, 

James 1, Ps 130:5–131:3 

25 Wisd of Sol 1–3, 1 Macc 

12:30–53, James 2, Ps 132:title–

5 

26 Wisd of Sol 4–6, 1 Macc 13:1

–17, James 3, Ps 132:6–12 

27 Wisd of Sol 7, 1 Macc 13:18–

37, James 4, Ps 132:13–18 

28 Wisd of Sol 8–10, 1 Macc 

13:38–53, James 5, Ps 133–134 

29 Wisd of Sol 11–12, 1 Macc 

14:1–24, 1 Pet 1, Ps 135:1–7 

30 Wisd of Sol 13–14, 1 Macc 

14:25–49, 1 Pet 2, Ps 135:8–14 

  

 "Take heed that you are not led astray"  

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading   DN 2:31-45  Responsorial Psalm  DANIEL  3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61 
    2nd Reading    Gospel     LK  21:5-11 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading 1 THESS  4:1-8 Gospel  MK 5:25-34 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading    Gospel   
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 
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