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Latin Rite 1st Reading WIS 18:14-16; 19:6-9
2nd Reading

Syro-Malabar Rite 1st Reading 3 JN 5-12
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Volume 122, Saturday, November 16, 2019.

Saturdayof the, Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time

Today’s Bible Readings

Responsorial Psalm 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-43

Gospel LK 18:1-8
Gospel LK 22:24-30
Gospel

Mother Mary

"Always pray and do not lose heart"
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Christ to send us related
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Prayer for All Souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady
to release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is
said. The prayer was extend

to include living sinners
which would alleviate the
indebtedness accrued to
them during their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all
the holy Souls in
Purgatory, for sinners
everywhere, for sinners
in the Universal Church,
those in my own home
and within my family.
Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the
Passion of Christ, which
many times brought floods
of tears to her eyes. She did
many penances, and Our
Lady appeared to her many
times. Her holy Soul passed
away in 1334. November 16
is her Feast Day.

Meditation:

What can a shameless and unjust judge
pitted against a crusty and pestering
woman teach wus about justice and
vindication in the kingdom of God? Jesus
tells a story that is all too true - a
defenseless widow is taken advantaged of
and refused her rights. Through sheer
persistence she wears down an
unscrupulous judge until he gives her
justice. Persistence pays off, and that's
especially true for those who trust in God.
Jesus illustrates how God as our Judge and
Vindicator is much quicker to come to our
defense and to bring us his justice,
blessing, and help when we need it. But we
can easily lose heart and forget to ask our
heavenly Father for his grace and help.

Faith-filled persistence reaps the fruit of
justice and grace

Jesus told the parable of the persistent
widow and the unjust judge (Luke 18:1-8)
to give his disciples fresh hope and
confidence in God's unfailing care and
favor towards us (grace). In this present life
we can expect trials and adversity, but we
are not without hope in God. The Day of
the Last Judgment will reveal that God's
justice triumphs over all the injustices
perpetrated by a fallen world of sinful
people and that God's love is stronger than
death (Song of Songs 8:6). Those who put
their faith in God and entrust their lives to

him can look forward with hope and
confident assurance. They will receive their
reward - if not fully in this present life then
surely and completely in the age to come in
God's kingdom of righteousness, peace,
and joy (Romans 14:17).

Jesus ends his parable with a probing
question for us. Will you and I have faith -
the kind of faith that doesn't give up or lose
hope in God - but perseveres to the end of

IAbortion isn't a lesser evil,

it's a crime. Taking one life

to save another, that's
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our lives - and to the end of this present age
when the Lord Jesus will return in glory as
Ruler and Judge of All? Faith is an entirely
free gift that God makes to us. We could
not believe, trust, and persevere with hope
if God did not first draw us to himself and
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reveal to us his merciful love and care. If
we want to grow and persevere in faith
until the end of our days, then we must
nourish our faith with the word of God and
ask the Lord to increase it (Luke 17:5).
When trials and setbacks disappoint you,
where do you place your hope and
confidence? Do you pray with expectant
faith and confident hope in God's merciful
care and provision for you?

"Lord Jesus, increase my faith and make it
strong that | may never doubt your word
and promise to be with me always. In every
situation | face - whether trials, setbacks, or
loss - may | always find strength in your
unfailing love and find joy and
contentment in having you alone as the
treasure of my heart."
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v Reading 1

WIS 18:14-16;

19:6-9

When peaceful stillness compassed everything
and the night in its swift course was half
spent,

Your all-powerful word, from heaven's royal
throne

bounded, a fierce warrior, into the doomed
land,

bearing the sharp sword of your inexorable
decree.

And as he alighted, he filled every place with
death;

he still reached to heaven, while he stood
upon the earth.

For all creation, in its several kinds, was being
made over anew,
serving its natural laws,
that your children
unharmed.

The cloud overshadowed their camp;

and out of what had before been water, dry
land was seen emerging:

Out of the Red Sea an unimpeded road,

and a grassy plain out of the mighty flood.
Over this crossed the whole nation sheltered
by your hand,

after they beheld stupendous wonders.

For they ranged about like horses,

and bounded about like lambs,

praising you, O Lord! their deliverer.

might be preserved

Responsorial Psalm 105:2-3, 36-37,

42-43
R.(5a) Remember the marvels the Lord has
done! or:

R. Alleluia.

Sing to him, sing his praise,

proclaim all his wondrous deeds.

Glory in his holy name;

rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD!

R. Remember the marvels the Lord has done!
or: R. Alleluia.

Then he struck every first born throughout
their land,

the first fruits of all their manhood.

And he led them forth laden with silver and
gold,

with not a weakling among their tribes.

R. Remember the marvels the Lord has done!
or: R. Alleluia.

For he remembered his holy word

to his servant Abraham.

And he led forth his people with joy;

with shouts of joy, his chosen ones.

R. Remember the marvels the Lord has done!
or: R. Alleluia.

Alleluia SEE 2 THES 2:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God has called us through the Gospel,

to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel LK 18:1-8
Jesus told his disciples a parable

about the necessity for them to pray always
without becoming weary.

He said, "There was a judge in a certain town
who neither feared God nor respected any
human being.

And a widow in that town used to come to him
and say,

'Render a just decision for me against my
adversary.’

For a long time the judge was unwilling, but
eventually he thought,

'While it is true that | neither fear God nor
respect any human being,

because this widow keeps bothering me

I shall deliver a just decision for her

lest she finally come and strike me."™

The Lord said, "Pay attention to what the
dishonest judge says.

Will not God then secure the rights of his
chosen ones

who call out to him day and night?

Will he be slow to answer them?

I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done
for them speedily.

But when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on earth?"
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The Bible in one year:
NOVEMBER

01 Prov 5-6, 1 Macc 5:1-15, 1
Tim 5, Ps 119:95-101
02 Prov 7, 1 Macc 5:16-35, 1
Tim 6, Ps 119:102-108
03 Prov 8-9, 1 Macc 5:36-55, 2
Tim 1, Ps 119:109-116
04 Prov 10, 1 Macc 5:56-68, 2
Tim 2, Ps 119:117-123
05 Prov 11-12, 1 Macc 6:1-28, 2
Tim 3, Ps 119:124-130
06 Prov 13-14, 1 Macc 6:29-48,
2 Tim 4, Ps 119:131-137
07 Prov 15, 1 Macc 6:49-63,
Titus 1-2, Ps 119:138-144
08 Prov 16-17, 1 Macc 7:1-25,
Titus 3, Ps 119:145-151
09 Prov 18-19, 1 Macc 7:26-50,
Philem, Ps 119:152-158
10 Prov 20, 1 Macc 8:1-15, Heb
1-2, Ps 119:159-165
11 Prov 21-22, 1 Macc 8:16-32,
Heb 3, Ps 119:166-172
12 Prov 23, 1 Macc 9:1-24, Heb
4,Ps 119:173-176
13 Prov 24-25, 1 Macc 9:25-44,
Heb 5-6, Ps 120
14 Prov 26-27, 1 Macc 9:45-73,
Heb 7:1-12, Ps 121
15 Prov 28, 1 Macc 10:1-11,
Heb 7:13-28, Ps 122
16 Prov 29-30, 1 Macc 10:12—
31, Heb 8:1-9:15, Ps 123
17 Prov 31, 1 Macc 10:32-51,
Heb 9:16-28, Ps 124
18 Eccles 1-3, 1 Macc 10:52-72,
Heb 10, Ps 125
19 Eccles 4-6, 1 Macc 10:73-89,
Heb 11:1-13, Ps 126
20 Eccles 7-8, 1 Macc 11:1-23,
Heb 11:14-40, Ps 127
21 Eccles 9-12, 1 Macc 11:24—
43, Heb 12:1-17, Ps 128
22 Song 1-2, 1 Macc 11:44-63,
Heb 12:18-29, Ps 129
23 Song 3-6, 1 Macc 11:64-74,
Heb 13, Ps 130:title—4
24 Song 7-8, 1 Macc 12:1-29,
James 1, Ps 130:5-131:3
25 Wisd of Sol 1-3, 1 Macc
12:30-53, James 2, Ps 132:title—
5
26 Wisd of Sol 4-6, 1 Macc 13:1
—-17, James 3, Ps 132:6-12
27 Wisd of Sol 7, 1 Macc 13:18—
37, James 4, Ps 132:13-18
28 Wisd of Sol 8-10, 1 Macc
13:38-53, James 5, Ps 133-134
29 Wisd of Sol 11-12, 1 Macc
14:1-24, 1 Pet 1, Ps 135:1-7
30 Wisd of Sol 13-14, 1 Macc
14:25-49, 1 Pet 2, Ps 135:8-14

Today’s Saints

St. Gertrude

St. Margaret
of Scotland

St. Edmund

St.

Saint Gertrude of Eisleben is the most celebrated of several Saints of the same name, and for this reason the ancient authors named her Gertrude the Great. She was
born in the year 1264 of a noble Saxon family, and placed at the age of five for education with the Benedictines of Helfta. She dwelt there as a simple religious, very
mistrustful of herself, under the direction of an Abbess having the same name as herself. The Abbess' sister was Saint Mechtilde of Hackeborn; and she was the
mistress and friend of the young Saint Gertrude, who consulted her excellent teacher whenever she was tempted by vain and useless thoughts, or troubled by doubts
suggested by the ancient enemy. Saint Gertrude learned Latin in her youth, as in those days was customary for persons of her sex who consecrated themselves to
God, and she wrote Latin with unusual elegance and force. She also had an uncommon knowledge of Holy Scripture and of all the branches of learning having religion
as their object; but one day Our Lord reproached her with having too great a taste for her studies. Afterwards she could find in them nothing but bitterness; but soon
Our Lord came to instruct her Himself. For many years she never lost His amiable Presence, save for eleven days when He decided to test her fidelity. Prayer and
contemplation were her principal exercise, and to those she consecrated the greater part of her time.

St.

Saint Margaret's name signifies pearl, a fitting name, says Theodoric, her confessor and her first biographer, for one such as she. Her soul was like a precious pearl; a
life spent amidst the luxury of a royal court never dimmed its luster or estranged it from Him who had bought it with His blood. She was the granddaughter of an
English king; in 1070 she became the bride of Malcolm of Scotland, thereafter reigning as Queen until her death in 1093.

St.

Born to a wealthy and pious family, the son of Reinald and Mabel Rich; his father retired to become a monk, his two sisters became nuns. Studied at Oxford, England,
and Paris, France. At Oxford he received a vision of the Child Christ. Priest. Professor of art, mathematics, philosophy and theology at Oxford. Known for his
scholarship, piety, and skill as a preacher and writer. Canon of Salisbury, England in 1222. Preached the Sixth Crusade in England in 1227. Consecrated Archbishop of
Canterbury, England on 2 April 1234. Advisor to King Henry Ill. Presided over Henry's ratification of the Magna Carta in 1237. Assisted in his public dealings by Saint
Richard of Chichester. Prevented civil war in Wales. His support for monastic discipline put him in conflict with his own order, King Henry Ill, and the papal legate. He
died while on a trip to Rome to gain the support of the Pope.

Gertrude
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Edmund

Born : 20 November 1175 at Abingdon, Berkshire, England

Canonized : 1247 by Pope Innocent IV
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Zeal for the salvation of souls was ardent in the heart of Gertrude. Thinking of the souls of sinners, she would shed torrents of tears at the foot of the cross and before
the Blessed Sacrament. She especially loved to meditate on the Passion and the Eucharist, and at those times, too, could not restrain the tears that flowed in
abundance from her eyes. When she spoke of Jesus Christ and His mysteries, she ravished those who heard her. One day while in church the Sisters were singing, |
have seen the Lord face to face, Saint Gertrude beheld what appeared to be the divine Face, brilliant in beauty; His eyes pierced her heart and filled her soul and flesh
with inexpressible delights. Divine love, ever the unique principle of her affections and her actions, was the principle by which she was crucified to the world and all its
vanities. She was the object of a great number of extraordinary graces; Jesus Christ engraved His wounds in the heart of His holy spouse, placed rings on her fingers,
presented Himself to her in the company of His Mother, and in her spirit acted as though He had exchanged hearts with her. All these astonishing graces only
developed her love for suffering. It was impossible for her to live without some kind of pain; the time she spent without suffering seemed to her to be wasted.

During the long illness of five months from which she would die, she gave not the slightest sign of impatience or sadness; her joy, on the contrary, increased with her
pains. When the day of her death arrived in 1334, she saw the Most Blessed Virgin descend from heaven to assist her, and one of her Sisters perceived her soul going
straight to the Heart of Jesus, which opened to receive it. Saint Gertrude is one of the great mystics of the Church; the book of her Revelations, recorded out of
obedience, remains celebrated. In it she traces in words of indescribable beauty the intimate converse of her soul with Jesus and Mary. She was gentle to all, most
gentle to sinners; filled with devotion to the Saints of God, to the souls in purgatory, and above all to the Passion of Our Lord and to His Sacred Heart.

Reflection: No preparation for death can be better than to offer and resign ourselves constantly to the Divine Will, humbly, lovingly, and with unbounded confidence in
the infinite mercy and goodness of God.

How did she become a Saint in a position where sanctity is so difficult? First, she burned with zeal for the house of God. She built churches and monasteries; she
occupied herself by making vestments; she could not rest until she saw the laws of God and His Church observed throughout her realm. Next, amid a thousand cares,
she found time to converse with God, ordering her piety with such sweetness and discretion that she won her husband to sanctity like her own. He would rise at night
to pray with her; he loved to kiss the holy books she used, and sometimes would take them away with him, bringing them back later to his wife covered with jewels.
Lastly, despite Saint Margaret's great virtue, she wept constantly over her sins and begged her confessor to correct her faults.

Saint Margaret did not neglect her duties in the world even if she was not of the world. God blessed this marriage with eight children, six princes and two princesses
who did not fail to respond to their mother's teaching and examples. Never was there a better mother; she spared no pains in their education, and their sanctity was
the fruit of her prudence and her zeal. And never was there a better queen. She was the most trusted counselor of her husband, who always found her counsels of
great utility, and she labored with him for the spiritual and material improvement of the land. Malcolm, after having pacified his domains for several years, saw to the
building of the cathedral of Durham and founded a monastery at Dumfermlin.

Living in the midst of all the world's pleasures, Saint Margaret sighed for the true homeland and viewed death as a release. On her deathbed she learned that her
husband and their eldest son had been slain in battle. She thanked God for sending this last affliction as a penance for her sins. After receiving Holy Viaticum, she
repeated the prayer from the Missal, O Lord Jesus Christ, who by Thy death didst give life to the world, deliver me. And at the words deliver me, says her biographer,
her soul took flight to Christ, in 1093, in her forty-seventh year.

Reflection. All perfection consists in keeping a guard upon the heart. Wherever we are, we can make a solitude in our hearts, detach ourselves from the world, and
converse familiarly with God, as Saint Margaret did.

Died : e 16 November 1240 at Soissy, Burgundy, France of natural causese interred at Pontigny, Francee shrine behind the high altar in the Cistercian abbey at
Pontigny
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