
 

 

St. Ursula and her Companions 

Saint Ursula was born in Great Britain of Christian parents; her father, Maurus, was king of Cornubia in Scotland. Ursula was sought in marriage by a 
young pagan prince, but had already vowed her life and her heart to Jesus Christ. In the year 383 she was boarded onto a boat with a large number of 
young girls and Christian women whom a Roman conqueror wished to give as wives to his soldiers, after having endowed them with rich terrains. But 
during the crossing of the Channel a storm arose, and the ships, instead of reaching western Gaul, were driven towards the mouth of the Rhine. The 
Huns who at that time were ravaging Europe saw the ships, and were making ready to pillage them and inflict on these virgins and women a dishonor 
more dreaded by them than death. Commanded by Ursula, they resisted heroically and so well that suddenly the sentiments of the barbarians 
changed. They took up their arms to be rid of this peaceful army. Soon the victims fell under the blows of the executioners, and their souls winged 
their way to heaven. 

The prince of the Huns, struck by Ursula's beauty, spared her at first; he tried to console her for the death of her companions and promised to marry 
her. When she did not assent he shot her with an arrow, and this consecrated virgin fell with the others. She was considered the leader of the eleven 
thousand brought by the Romans from Great Britain. Many churches have relics of this army of martyrs, but no region is more richly endowed than 
that of Cologne, since it is to that city that the Christians of the region devotedly carried the mortal remains of the martyrs. In the seventh century a 
magnificent church rose over their tomb, whose walls itself served as reliquaries. This holy cemetery has been rendered illustrious by many miracles. 
Pilgrims and especially young girls have come from all over Europe, to beg protection for their virginity from Saint Ursula and her companions. The 
very arrow which pierced Saint Ursula is still conserved there. A religious, who had great devotion to these martyrs, had fallen dangerously ill; a virgin 
appeared to him and said: I am one of the virgins whom you honor. To reward you for the eleven thousand Our Father's you recited to honor us, you 
will have our assistance at the hour of death. And soon the glorious troop came to escort his soul. Saint Ursula is the patron of young teachers, and 
many congregations of nuns, dedicated to education, bear her name. 

Reflection: In the estimation of the wise man, to teach the safeguard of virtue is the most important part of the education of youth: My son, conserve 
thy soul in meekness, and render to it the honor it deserves... Who will honor the one who dishonors it? The poor man finds his glory in his instruction 
and in his fear of God. (Eccl. 10:31-33) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Hilarion of Gaza 

Saint Hilarion was born of pagan parents near Gaza, and was converted while studying grammar in Alexandria. He renounced games, the theater and 
all the vain amusements of young people, to attend the reunions of his fellow Christians. He desired to see the great Saint Anthony in the desert and 
went to Egypt, where he remained near him for two months. He carefully observed everything in his life and conduct — his affability, his gentleness 
towards others and his severity towards himself, then returned to Palestine with a few solitaries to settle his affairs. His father and mother had both 
died, and he kept nothing of his heritage for himself. At this time he was only fifteen years old. 

Despite his youth and delicate health, he retired to a desert; he practiced severe mortification, tempted continually by the demons expending all their 
efforts to make him abandon this life of total renouncement. He redoubled his austerities, tilled the ground and, following the example of the Egyptian 
monks, made baskets of reeds and willow branches. He lived first in a cabin of reeds, then in one of clay, so low and narrow that it seemed more like a 
tomb than a lodging for a young man. He learned all of Holy Scripture by heart and repeated it with admirable devotion. When thieves approached him 
one day he told them he did not fear them, because he had nothing to lose, and death did not alarm him since he was ready to die. They were so 
touched by his answers they promised him to abandon their life of pillage. He soon began to work miracles by his prayers, and visitors made their way 
to his former solitude. Several remained nearby to become his disciples, and thus gave rise to the monastic life in Palestine, of which Hilarion is 
regarded as the founder. Saint Anthony esteemed him highly, sometimes wrote him letters, and sent to him the sick persons who came to him from 
Syria, telling them they had no need to make so long a journey. Saint Hilarion was a master exorcist and healer of all illnesses, but he refused all 
remuneration for his assistance, saying to his visitors from the city that they were better placed than he to distribute in alms the money they were 
offering him. Frequently the scattered solitaries of Palestine came to him to listen to his instructions, and he also visited them. The pagans too 
gathered around him. His exhortations to abandon idolatry were so powerful that on one occasion a group of Saracens promised to convert, asking 
him to send them a priest to baptize them and establish a church. One day, accompanied by three thousand persons who were following him, he 
blessed the vine of a solitary who received him. The vine furnished a triple harvest and all in the crowd were well nourished. 

Saint Hilarion found his solitude transformed into a city, and decided at the age of sixty-five to go elsewhere. His Palestinian disciples attempted to 
change his mind without success, and taking with him only forty monks, he set out for Egypt on foot. Saint Anthony had recently died, and he wished 
to visit the places where he had dwelt. After spending some time in Egypt, he went with only two religious to a village a few days' distance from 
Babylon. He remained only a short time there also, afterwards going elsewhere, and everywhere assisting those who had recourse to his prayers. In 
Sicily he delivered a demoniac, and then a crowd came to surround him once again. In Dalmatia he worked still more miracles, and saved a city from 
being engulfed by tidal waves raised by an earthquake. These traditions are still alive in the regions where he passed. He tried many times to live 
unknown but never could succeed. Saint Hilarion died in 372 on the island of Cyprus, at the age of seventy years. His last words were: Go forth, my 
soul; why dost thou doubt? Nigh seventy years hast thou served God, and dost thou fear death? His body was found incorrupt some time afterwards, 
and was transported to Palestine to his original monastery. Saint Jerome was his original biographer. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

St. Laura of Saint Catherine of Siena 

Educated at the Holy Spirit School in Amalfi, Colombia, and in Medellín, Colombia. Teacher. Beginning in 1908, she worked as missionary to the 
natives in the Uraba and Sarare regions. Founded the Works of the Indians and the Congregation of Missionary Sisters of Immaculate Mary and of 
Saint Catherine of Siena who minister to the poor throughout South America. Known for her defense of Indian rights, and as a strong role model for 
South American girls. 

Born: 26 May 1874 in Jerico, Antioquía, Colombia as Laura Montoya y Upegui Died: 21 October 1949 in Medellín, Colombia of natural causes 

Beatified: • 25 April 2004 by Pope John Paul II• the beatification miracle involved the 1994 cure of an 86 year old woman with uterine cancer  

Canonized : Sunday 12 May 2013 by Pope Francis 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Today’s  Saints 

Reading 1                   ROM 4:20-25 

 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
Abraham did not doubt God's promise in 
unbelief; 
rather, he was empowered by faith and gave 
glory to God 
and was fully convinced that what God had 
promised 

he was also able to do. 
That is why it was credited to him as 
righteousness. 
But it was not for him alone that it was 
written 
that it was credited to him; 

it was also for us, to whom it will be credited, 
who believe in the one who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, 
who was handed over for our transgressions 
and was raised for our justification. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm                LUKE 1:69-

70, 71-72, 73-75 
 

R.(see 68) Blessed be the Lord, the God of 
Israel; he has come to his people. 
He has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, 
born of the house of his servant David. 

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he 
has come to his people. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old 
that he would save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he 
has come to his people. 
This was the oath he swore to our father 
Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship him without fear, 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of 

our life. 
R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he 
has come to his people. 
Alleluia MT 5:3 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit; 

for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Gospel                               LK  12:13-21 

 
 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, 

"Teacher, tell my brother to share the 
inheritance with me." 
He replied to him, 
"Friend, who appointed me as your judge and 
arbitrator?" 
Then he said to the crowd, 
"Take care to guard against all greed, 

for though one may be rich, 
one's life does not consist of possessions." 
 
Then he told them a parable. 
"There was a rich man whose land produced a 
bountiful harvest. 

He asked himself, 'What shall I do, 
for I do not have space to store my harvest?' 
And he said, 'This is what I shall do: 
I shall tear down my barns and build larger 
ones. 
There I shall store all my grain and other 
goods 

and I shall say to myself, "Now as for you, 
you have so many good things stored up for 
many years, 
rest, eat, drink, be merry!"' 
But God said to him, 
'You fool, this night your life will be demanded 
of you; 

and the things you have prepared, to whom 

will they belong?' 
Thus will it be for the one who stores up 
treasure for himself 
but is not rich in what matters to God." 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:  

  Have you ever tried to settle a money 
dispute or an inheritance issue? Inheritance 
disputes are rarely ever easy to resolve, 
especially when the relatives or close 
associates of the deceased benefactor 

cannot agree on who should get what and 
who should get the most. Why did Jesus 
refuse to settle an inheritance dispute 
between two brothers? He saw that the 
heart of the issue was not justice or 
fairness but rather greed and 

possessiveness. 

Loving possessions rather than loving my 
neighbor 

The ten commandments were summarized 
into two prohibitions - do not worship false 
idols and do not covet what belongs to 
another. It's the flip side of the two great 
commandments - love God and love your 

neighbor. Jesus warned the man who 
wanted half of his brother's inheritance to 
"beware of all covetousness." To covet is to 
wish to get wrongfully what another 
possesses or to begrudge what God has 
given to another. Jesus restates the 

commandment "do not covet", but he also 
states that a person's life does not consist 
in the abundance of his or her possessions. 

August of Hippo (354-430 AD) comments 
on Jesus' words to the brother who wanted 
more: 

Greed wants to divide, just as love desires 
to gather. What is the significance of 'guard 

against all greed,' unless it is 'fill 
yourselves with love?' We, possessing love 
for our portion, inconvenience the Lord 
because of our brother just as that man did 
against his brother, but we do not use the 
same plea. He said, 'Master, tell my brother 

to divide the inheritance with me.' We say, 
'Master, tell my brother that he may have 
my inheritance.' (Sermon 265.9) 

The fool who was possessed by his riches 

Jesus reinforces his point with a parable 
about a foolish rich man (Luke 12:16-21). 
Why does Jesus call this wealthy landowner 
a fool? Jesus does not fault the rich man for 
his industriousness and skill in acquiring 

wealth, but rather for his egoism and 
selfishness - it's mine, all mine, and no one 
else's. This parable is similar to the parable 
of the rich man who refused to give any 
help to the beggar Lazarus (Luke 16:19-

31). The rich fool had lost the capacity to be 
concerned for others. His life was 
consumed with his possessions and his only 
interests were in himself. His death was the 
final loss of his soul! What is Jesus' lesson 

on using material possessions? It is in 
giving that we receive. Those who are rich 
towards God receive ample reward - not 
only in this life - but in eternity as well. 

Where is your treasure? 

In this little parable Jesus probes our heart 
- where is your treasure? Treasure has a 
special connection to the heart, the place of 
desire and longing, the place of will and 

focus. The thing we most set our heart on is 
our highest treasure. What do you treasure 
above all else? 

"Lord Jesus, free my heart from all 
possessiveness and from coveting what 
belongs to another. May I desire you alone 
as the one true treasure worth possessing 

above all else. Help me to make good use of 
the material blessings you give me that I 
may use them generously for your glory 
and for the good of others." 
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The Bible in one year:   
OCTOBER 

 
01 Jdth 14–16, Hab 3, Gal 3:1–15, 

Ps 109:20–27 
02 Esther 11:2–12:6, Esther 1, 

Zeph 1, Gal 3:16–29, Ps 109:28–

31 
03 Esther 2:1–3:13, Esther 13:1–7, 

Esther 3:14–15, Zeph 2–3, Gal 4, 

Ps 110 
04 Esther 4, Esther 13:8–15:16, 

Haggai 1, Gal 5, Ps 111 

05 Esther 5–7, Haggai 2, Gal 6, Ps 
112:1–6 

06 Esther 8:1–12, Esther 16, 

Esther 8:13–17, Zech 1, Eph 1, Ps 
112:7–10 

07 Esther 9:1–11:1, Zech 2, Eph 2, 

Ps 113 
08 Job 1–3, Zech 3–4, Eph 3, Ps 

114 

09 Job 4–5, Zech 5, Eph 4:1–20, 

Ps 115:1–7 

10 Job 6–7, Zech 6–7, Eph 4:21–

32, Ps 115:8–14 
11 Job 8–9, Zech 8, Eph 5, Ps 

115:15–18 

12 Job 10–11, Zech 9, Eph 6, Ps 
116:1–10 

13 Job 12–13, Zech 10, Phil 1:1–

18, Ps 116:11–19 
14 Job 14–15, Zech 11, Phil 1:19–

30, Ps 117 

15 Job 16–17, Zech 12–13, Phil 2, 
Ps 118:1–10 

16 Job 18–19, Zech 14, Phil 3, Ps 

118:11–17 
17 Job 20, Mal 1–2, Phil 4, Ps 

118:18–24 

18 Job 21–22, Mal 3, Col 1, Ps 
118:25–29 

19 Job 23–25, Mal 4, Col 2, Ps 

119:1–10 
20 Job 26–27, 1 Macc 1:1–28, Col 

3:1–14, Ps 119:11–17 

21 Job 28–29, 1 Macc 1:29–48, 
Col 3:15–4:18, Ps 119:18–24 

22 Job 30–31, 1 Macc 1:49–64, 1 

Thess 1, Ps 119:25–31 
23 Job 32, 1 Macc 2:1–25, 1 Thess 

2–3, Ps 119:32–38 
24 Job 33–34, 1 Macc 2:26–45, 1 

Thess 4, Ps 119:39–45 

25 Job 35–36, 1 Macc 2:46–70, 1 
Thess 5, Ps 119:46–52 

26 Job 37, 1 Macc 3:1–15, 2 Thess 

1, Ps 119:53–59 
27 Job 38–39, 1 Macc 3:16–35, 2 

Thess 2, Ps 119:60–66 

28 Job 40, 1 Macc 3:36–60, 2 

Thess 3, Ps 119:67–73 

30 Prov 1–2, 1 Macc 4:17–36, 1 

Tim 3, Ps 119:81–87 
31 Prov 3–4, 1 Macc 4:37–61, 1 

Tim 4, Ps 119:88–94 

  

Storing up true riches  

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading   ROM 4:20-25  Responsorial Psalm  LUKE 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 
    2nd Reading    Gospel     LK  12:13-21 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading HEB 2:10-18  Gospel  MT 24:3-14 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading 1 THESS 2:9-12 Gospel  LK 6:1-5 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time 

 

St. Ursula and 
her 
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