
 

 

St. Clare of Assisi 

Clare's father was a count, her mother the countess Blessed Orsolana. Her father died when the girl was very young. After hearing Saint Francis of 
Assisi preach in the streets, Clare confided to him her desire to live for God, and the two became close friends. On Palm Sunday in 1212, her bishop 
presented Clare with a palm, which she apparently took as a sign. With her cousin Pacifica, Clare ran away from her mother's palace during the night 
to enter religious life. She eventually took the veil from Saint Francis at the Church of Our Lady of the Angels in Assisi, Italy. 

Clare founded the Order of Poor Ladies (Poor Clares) at San Damiano, and led it for 40 years. Everywhere the Franciscans established themselves 
throughout Europe, there also went the Poor Clares, depending solely on alms, forced to have complete faith on God to provide through people; this 
lack of land-based revenues was a new idea at the time. Clare's mother and sisters later joined the order, and there are still thousands of members 
living lives of silence and prayer. 

Clare loved music and well-composed sermons. She was humble, merciful, charming, optimistic, chivalrous, and every day she meditated on the 
Passion of Jesus. She would get up late at night to tuck in her sisters who'd kicked off their blankets. When she learned of the Franciscan martyrs in 
Morrocco in 1221, she tried to go there to give her own life for God, but was restrained. Once when her convent was about to be attacked, she 
displayed the Sacrament in a monstrace at the convent gates, and prayed before it; the attackers left, the house was saved, and the image of her 

holding a monstrance became one of her emblems. Her patronage of eyes and against their problems may have developed from her name which has 
overtones from clearness, brightness, brilliance - like healthy eyes. 

Toward the end of her life, when she was too ill to attend Mass, an image of the service would display on the wall of her cell; thus her patronage of 
television. She was ever the close friend and spiritual student of Francis, who apparently led her soul into the light at her death. 

Born : 16 July 1194 at Assisi, Italy  Died: 11 August 1253 of natural causes  Canonized: 26 September 1255 by Pope Alexander IV 

Patronage: • embroiderers, needle workers• eyes, against eye disease• for good weather• gilders, gold workers, goldsmiths• laundry workers• 
telegraphs• telephones• television (proclaimed on 14 February 1958 by Pope Pius XII)• television writers• Poor Clares• Assisi, Italy• Santa Clara 
Indian Pueblo 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Susanna 

Saint Susanna was nobly born in Rome, the daughter of a certain Gabinius, who after his conversion became a priest; she was also the niece of Pope 
Saint Caius, her father's brother. This family was also related to the emperor Diocletian. Susanna's father had raised her with great care in the fear of 
God and love of Jesus Christ, and she had made a private vow of virginity. Diocletian, wishing to obtain the consent of this very beautiful maiden to 
marry his favorite, Maximian, sent a certain Claudius, another member of her family, to propose the espousals. She refused to consent, making known 
to her father and Saint Caius her vow, and saying that even if she had not resolved to conserve her chastity, she would not wish to marry a man 
responsible for the massacre of an infinite number of Christians. The Emperor's messenger was converted by her confession of faith, and became a 
fervent penitent. 

When Diocletian received no answer from his messenger concerning the results of the commission, and then learned of the conversion of Claudius, he 
was very irritated; then with Claudius he arrested Suzanne, Gabinius her father, and several other Christians. He had Suzanne beaten in her 
residence, then decapitated secretly. The emperor's wife, Prisca, who was also a Christian in secret, buried her body clandestinely and prayed to her 
as a holy martyr. Later the house of Gabinius was transformed by Pope Saint Caius into a church; it eventually became a convent for Cistercian nuns. 
Saint Susanna suffered towards the beginning of Diocletian's reign, about the year 295. 

Reflection: Sufferings were to the martyrs extraordinary graces, and sources of the greatest crowns and glory. All afflictions which God sends are His 
greatest mercies and blessings. They are precious talents which we must make fruitful, to increase our love and affection for God. They are exercises 
for the most heroic virtues of self-denial, patience, humility, resignation, and penance. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Bl. Carlos Díaz Gandía 

Lifelong layman in the archdiocese of Valencia, Spain, baptized at the age of one day. Member of Youth Catholic Action at age 14; he eventually 
served as president of the local chapters. An excellent catechist, he established several “catechist centers” where he would teach each Sunday, 
travelling by foot or bicycle to one after the other throughout the day; he was roundly heckled and abused by people on his way as there was growing 
anti–Christian sentiment in the area. One night he had to resort to violence to protect his parish priest and spiritual director from a mob; this led to 
organizing faithful members of Catholic Action to patrol churches and convents, and Carlos himself was only just in time to rescue consecrated hosts 
from a church that was being looted. He was devoted to daily Mass, a daily morning Rosary, and developed a minstry to the poor. Married to Louisa 

Tomo Perseguar on 3 November 1934 at the parish church of Santa Maria Ontinyet; they had one daughter. Arrested at dawn on 4 August 1936 in the 
persecutions of the Spanish Civil War for the crime of being an active Christian. Martyr. 

Born : 25 December 1907 in Ontinyent, Valencia, Spain 

Died: shot on 11 August 1936 in Agullent, Valencia, Spain 

Beatified : 11 March 2001 by Pope John Paul II 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Today’s 

Reading 1                      WIS 18:6-9 

 
The night of the passover was known beforehand to 
our fathers,  that, with sure knowledge of the oaths 
in which they put their faith,  they might have 
courage.  Your people awaited the salvation of the 
just  and the destruction of their foes. 
 For when you punished our adversaries, 
 in this you glorified us whom you had summoned. 
 For in secret the holy children of the good were 
offering sacrifice  and putting into effect with one 
accord the divine institution. 

 

Responsorial Psalm               33:1, 12, 18-

19, 20-22 
 
R. (12b) Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to 
be his own.B 
Exult, you just, in the LORD; 
 praise from the upright is fitting. 
Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD, 
 the people he has chosen for his own inheritance. 
R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his 
own. 
See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear 
him, 
 upon those who hope for his kindness, 
To deliver them from death 
 and preserve them in spite of famine. 
R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his 
own. 
Our soul waits for the LORD, 
 who is our help and our shield. 
May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us 
 who have put our hope in you. 
R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his 
own. 
 

Reading 2                    HEB 11:1-2, 8-19 

 
Brothers and sisters: 
Faith is the realization of what is hoped for 
and evidence of things not seen.  
Because of it the ancients were well attested. 
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go 
out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he 
was to go.  By faith he sojourned in the promised 
land as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with 
Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same promise; 
for he was looking forward to the city with 
foundations, whose architect and maker is God.  
By faith he received power to generate, 
even though he was past the normal age 
—and Sarah herself was sterile— 
for he thought that the one who had made the 
promise was  trustworthy. 
So it was that there came forth from one man, 
himself as good as dead, descendants as numerous 
as the stars in the sky and as countless as the 
sands on the seashore. 
All these died in faith.  They did not receive what 
had been promised but saw it and greeted it from 
afar and acknowledged themselves to be strangers 
and aliens on earth, for those who speak thus show 
that they are seeking a homeland.  
If they had been thinking of the land from which 
they had come, they would have had opportunity to 
return. But now they desire a better homeland, a 
heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for he has prepared a city for 
them. 
By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up 
Isaac, and he who had received the promises was 
ready to offer his only son, of whom it was said, 
“Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name.”  
He reasoned that God was able to raise even from 
the dead, and he received Isaac back as a symbol. 
 

Gospel                  LK 12:35-40 

 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Gird your loins and light your lamps 
and be like servants who await their master’s return 
from a wedding, 
ready to open immediately when he comes and 
knocks.  
Blessed are those servants 
whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.  
Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself, 
have the servants recline at table, and proceed to 
wait on them.  
And should he come in the second or third watch 
and find them prepared in this way, 
blessed are those servants.  
Be sure of this: 
if the master of the house had known the hour 
when the thief was coming, 
he would not have let his house be broken into.  
You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do 
not expect, 
the Son of Man will come.” 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:     

   What is the greatest joy and treasure we could possibly 

possess? The Lord Jesus promises that those who seek 

God and his kingdom will not be disappointed (Luke 

12:32, Matthew 6:33). The Lord Jesus offers us the 

greatest treasure possible - but we must first seek it and 

make it our true joy and possession above all else. We 

naturally want to have and keep whatever we think will 

bring us happiness, peace, and security. Jesus offers a 

priceless treasure and source of abundant joy and 

security that is worth selling all else for.  

The priceless exchange and everlasting reward 

Jesus tells his followers to not be fearful or anxious 

about their present lives and future security (Luke 
12:32). He urges them to sell their possessions and to 

give their money to those who need it most - especially 

those who have nothing to provide for their present 

needs and welfare (Luke 12:33). This seems to go 

against our natural instinct to hoard and save for the 

future. Why would anyone want to sell their possessions 

and give away their money - unless they wanted to 

exchange these goods for something far more precious 

and of greater value than all the money and possessions 

they could ever hope to acquire in this present life. 

Jesus warns that money and possessions will not last and 

can be taken away at any moment by a thief or by death 

itself. But there is one treasure which can never be lost 

or destroyed because it is kept secure by God himself. 

What is that treasure? It is the Lord himself and his 

kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 

Spirit (Romans 14:17). This treasure is worth far more 

than anything we could possibly acquire on our own. If 
you make the Lord your treasure, then you will have in 

your possession the greatest source of joy and lasting 

peace and security. The wisdom of Scripture tells us, If 

the Almighty is your gold and your precious silver, then 

you will delight yourself in the Almighty, and will turn 

your face toward God (Job 22:25-26). Do you know the 

joy and happiness of making God your one and only true 

treasure and security? 

The Lord knocks at our door - will we answer him? 

What is the meaning of the parable of the master who 

returns from a wedding feast to his home in the middle of 

the night (Luke 12:35-40)? The door to one's house in 

the ancient world was usually bolted from the inside, 

especially at night to keep out thieves and 
troublemakers. It was not possible to enter from the 

outside without help from someone inside. Household 

attendants (domestic servants) who knew their master's 

voice were expected to be always vigilant and prepared 

to unbolt the door and let him in without a moment's 

delay. This required an attentive watchfulness and 

listening ear for any sign of the master's approach. No 

distraction, not even sleep, could be allowed to interfere 

with the preparation for the master's return. If the 

servants failed to hear the voice of their master's return, 

they literally shut him out since he could not unbolt the 
door from the outside - only they could open the door 

from within and allow him to enter. Their failure to 

welcome and serve the master on his return brought 

shame and dishonor.  

If the Lord Jesus knocked on your door today would you 

be ready and eager to receive him? He wants us to be 

prepared for his coming - today, tomorrow, at the hour of 
our departure from this life (our death), and when he 

comes again at the end of this present world to judge all 

the living and the dead. The Lord will reward those who 

have believed in him. The Lord Jesus knocks on the door 

of our heart each and every day. Do you listen to his 

word and receive it with trust and joy. The Lord calls to 

each one of us and he says, "Listen! I am standing and 

knocking at your door. If you hear my voice and open the 

door, I will come in and we will feast 

together" (Revelations 3:20). Do you hunger for the Lord 

and for the treasure of his kingdom?  

The Lord comes to reward his faithful servants 

Jesus' parable adds an unexpected reward for those who 

have faithfully served and watched for the master's 
return. When the master finally arrived home from the 

wedding feast at a late hour of the night, he did the 

unthinkable for his servants who were present to 

welcome and let him in. He then puts on a servant's 

apron and tells his servants to be seated at his own 

banquet table. Once they are all seated the master then 

personally waits on them and serves them with his own 

rich food and drink (Luke 12:37). Jesus' parable turns the 

world's way of thinking upside-down. The master 

rewards his faithful servants by serving them himself 

with the best he has to offer - a royal feast fit for a king 
and his loyal subjects. Are you prepared to feast with the 

Lord at his banquet table? 

Jesus' parable has an important lesson for each one of 

us. Just as Jesus was faithful and ready to obey his 

Father in everything - even to the point of laying down 

his life on the cross for us, we too are called to be faithful 

and obedient to the Lord's will for our lives. How can we 

grow in faithfulness and obedience to the Lord? The Lord 
gives us his Holy Spirit who frees us from pride and fear, 

so we can hear the Lord and embrace his way of love and 

faithfulness. If we fail, the Lord will not fail us. He gives 

strength to the weak and to those who turn to him with 

trust in his mercy and help. Ask the Lord Jesus to fill you 

with his Holy Spirit and with a holy desire to seek the 

Lord and his kingdom first above all else. 

"Lord Jesus, you alone are my treasure and the joy of my 

heart. May there be nothing in this world that holds me 

back from giving you my all - you are my all, my life and 

joy now and forever."  
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The Bible in one year:   
AUGUST 

 
01 1 Chron 1, Ezek 48:13–35, 

Acts 24, Ps 89:28–34 

02 1 Chron 2, Dan 1, Acts 25:1–

13, Ps 89:35–41 

03 1 Chron 3–4, Dan 2:1–16, Acts 

25:14–27, Ps 89:42–48 

04 1 Chron 5, Dan 2:17–37, Acts 

26, Ps 89:49–52 

05 1 Chron 6, Dan 2:38–49, Acts 

27:1–20, Ps 90:title–9 

06 1 Chron 7, Dan 3:1–23, Acts 

27:21–44, Ps 90:10–17 

07 1 Chron 8, Song of Three 1–

25, Acts 28:1–19, Ps 91:1–6 

08 1 Chron 9, Song of Three 26–

45, Acts 28:20–31, Ps 91:7–16 

09 1 Chron 10–11, Song of Three 

46–68, Rom 1, Ps 92:title–3 

10 1 Chron 12, Dan 3:24–30, 

Rom 2, Ps 92:4–10 

11 1 Chron 13–15, Dan 4, Rom 

3:1–14, Ps 92:11–15 

12 1 Chron 16, Dan 5:1–14, Rom 

3:15–31, Ps 93:1–94:5 

13 1 Chron 17–18, Dan 5:15–31, 

Rom 4, Ps 94:6–12 

14 1 Chron 19–21, Dan 6, Rom 5, 

Ps 94:13–19 

15 1 Chron 22–23, Dan 7:1–15, 

Rom 6, Ps 94:20–23 

16 1 Chron 24, Dan 7:16–28, 

Rom 7, Ps 95 

17 1 Chron 25–26, Dan 8, Rom 

8:1–20, Ps 96:1–6 

18 1 Chron 27, Dan 9, Rom 8:21–

39, Ps 96:7–13 

19 1 Chron 28–29, Dan 10, Rom 

9, Ps 97:1–7 

20 2 Chron 1–3, Dan 11:1–13, 

Rom 10, Ps 97:8–12 

21 2 Chron 4–5, Dan 11:14–33, 

Rom 11:1–14, Ps 98 

22 2 Chron 6–7, Dan 11:34–

12:13, Rom 11:15–36, Ps 99 

23 2 Chron 8–9, Dan 13:1–15, 

Rom 12, Ps 100 

24 2 Chron 10–11, Dan 13:16–36, 

Rom 13, Ps 101:title–4 

25 2 Chron 12–14, Dan 13:37–64, 

Rom 14, Ps 101:5–8 

26 2 Chron 15–17, Dan 14:1–12, 

Rom 15, Ps 102:title–9 

27 2 Chron 18–19, Dan 14:13–42, 

Rom 16, Ps 102:10–16 

28 2 Chron 20, Hos 1, 1 Cor 1:1–

13, Ps 102:17–23 

29 2 Chron 21–23, Hos 2, 1 Cor 

1:14–31, Ps 102:24–28 

30 2 Chron 24–25, Hos 3–4, 1 

Cor 2, Ps 103:title–9 

31 2 Chron 26–27, Hos 5, 1 Cor 

3, Ps 103:10–16 

  

"The Lord knocks at your door - Will you answer?"  

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading     WIS 18:6-9  Responsorial Psalm  33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22 
    2nd Reading HEB 11:1-2, 8-19 Gospel     LK 12:35-40 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading 2 COR 7:1-11  Gospel  JN 9:1-12, 35-38 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading PHIL 4:8-20  Gospel  MT 21:28-32 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Feast of Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr 

 

St. Clare of 

Assisi 
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