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Volume 113, Tuesday, February 5, 20109.

Memorial of Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr

Today’s Bible Readings

Latin Rite 1st Reading
2nd Reading
1st Reading 1 JN 3:18-24

1st Reading 1COR 6:1-7

Syro-Malabar Rite
Syro-Malankara Rite

HEB 12:1-4 Responsorial Psalm 22:26B-27, 28 AND 30, 31-32

Gospel MK 5:21-43
Gospel MK 3:7-12
Gospel MT 6:25-34

Mother Mary

The woman who took heart in Jesus

Mission of Jesus, is a Non
profitable, service oriented
website, This site belongs to
each and every Christian
who view this website. This
is our 18th Year of Service
on the Web.

This site is been developed
with the help of many of the
Christian Brothers around
the world, we do even invite
you Brothers and Sisters in
Christ to send us related
information about your
Testimonials and News
letters so that we could add
them into our website.

Prayer for All Souls

Prayer of St. Gertrude the
great dictated by Our Lady
to release 1,000 Souls from
Purgatory each time it is
said. The prayer was extend
to include living sinners
which would alleviate the
indebtedness accrued to
them during their lives.

“Eternal Father, I offer
Thee the Most precious
Blood of Thy Divine Son,
Jesus in union with the
Masses said throughout
the world today, for all
the holy Souls in
Purgatory, for sinners
everywhere, for sinners
in the Universal Church,
those in my own home
and within my family.
Amen.”

St. Gertrude the Great was
born in Germany in 1263.
She was a Benedictine Nun,
and meditated on the
Passion of Christ, which
many times brought floods
of tears to her eyes. She did
many penances, and Our
Lady appeared to her many
times. Her holy Soul passed
away in 1334. November 16
is her Feast Day.

Meditation:

Do you approach the Lord Jesus with
expectant faith or with skeptical doubt?
People in desperate or helpless
circumstances were not disappointed when
they sought Jesus out. What drew them to
Jesus? Was it hope for a miracle or a word of
comfort in their affliction? What did the
elderly woman who had suffered miserably
for twelve years expect Jesus to do for her?
And what did a grieving father expect Jesus
to do for his beloved daughter who was at
the point of death? Jesus gave hope where
there seemed to be no human cause for it
because his hope was directed to God. He
spoke words of hope to the woman (Take
heart, daughter!) to ignite the spark of faith
in her (your faith has made you well!).

Expectant faith believes in Jesus' power to
act in our lives today
Ephrem the Syrian (306-373 AD), an early
church Scripture scholar and author of
hymns and commentaries, reflected on the
miracle of the woman who was healed of her
flow of blood:

"Glory to you, hidden Son of God,
because your healing power is
proclaimed through the hidden
suffering of the afflicted woman.
Through this woman whom they
could see, the witnesses were
enabled to behold the divinity
that cannot be seen. Through the
Son's own healing power his
divinity became known. Through
the afflicted women's being
healed her faith was made
manifest. She caused him to be
proclaimed, and indeed was
honored with him. For truth was
being proclaimed together with
its heralds. If she was a witness
to his divinity, he in turn was a
witness to her faith... He saw
through to her hidden faith, and
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gave her a visible healing."

The Lord Jesus will touch each of us with his
healing hands of Ilove and mercy
Jesus also gave supernatural hope to a father
who had just lost a beloved child. It took
considerable courage and risk for the ruler of
a synagogue to openly go to Jesus and to
invite the scorn of his neighbors and kin.
Even the hired mourners laughed scornfully
at Jesus. Their grief was devoid of any hope.
Nonetheless, Jesus took the girl by the hand
and delivered her from the grasp of death.
Peter Chrysologus (400-450 AD), an early
church father who was renowned for his

Abortion isn't a lesser evil,
it's a crime. Taking one life
to save another, that's
what the Mafia does. It's a

rime. It's an absolute evil.

Pope Francis

preaching at Ravena, comments on this
miracle:

"This man was a ruler of the
synagogue, and versed in the
law. He had surely read that
while God created all other things

by his word, man had been
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created by the hand of God. He
trusted therefore in God that his
daughter would be recreated,
and restored to life by that same
hand which, he knew, had
created her... He [Jesus] who laid
hands on her to form her from
nothing, once more lays hands
upon her to reform her from what
had perished."

In both instances we see Jesus' personal
concern for the needs of others and his
readiness to heal and restore life. In Jesus
we see the infinite love of God extending to
each and every individual as he gives freely
and wholly of himself to each person he
meets. Do you approach the Lord with
confident expectation that he will hear your
request and act?

"Lord Jesus, you love each of us individually
with a unique and personal love. Touch my
life with your saving power, heal and restore
me to fullness of life. Help me to give wholly
of myself in loving service to others."
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M Reading 1

HEB 12:1-4

Brothers and sisters:

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden and
sin that clings to us and persevere in running the
race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed
on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith.

For the sake of the joy that lay before him

Jesus endured the cross, despising its shame,

and has taken his seat at the right of the throne of
God.

Consider how he endured such opposition from
sinners, in order that you may not grow weary and
lose heart. In your struggle against sin you have
not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood.

Responsorial Psalm
28 AND 30, 31-32

22:26B-27,

R. (see 27b) They will praise you, Lord, who long
for you.

I will fulfill my vows before those who fear him.
The lowly shall eat their fill;

they who seek the LORD shall praise him:

"May your hearts be ever merry!"

R. They will praise you, Lord, who long for you.
All the ends of the earth

shall remember and turn to the LORD;

All the families of the nations

shall bow down before him.

To him alone shall bow down

all who sleep in the earth;

Before him shall bend

all who go down into the dust.

R. They will praise you, Lord, who long for you.
And to him my soul shall live;

my descendants shall serve him.

Let the coming generation be told of the LORD
that they may proclaim to a people yet to be born
the justice he has shown.

R. They will praise you, Lord, who long for you.
Alleluia MT 8:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Christ took away our infirmities

and bore our diseases.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel MK 5:21-43

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the
other side, a large crowd gathered around him, and
he stayed close to the sea. One of the synagogue
officials, named Jairus, came forward.

Seeing him he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly
with him, saying, "My daughter is at the point of
death. Please, come lay your hands on her that she
may get well and live."

He went off with him and a large crowd followed
him. There was a woman afflicted with
hemorrhages for twelve years. She had suffered
greatly at the hands of many doctors and had spent
all that she had. Yet she was not helped but only
grew worse. She had heard about Jesus and came
up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak.
She said, "If | but touch his clothes, | shall be
cured.”

Immediately her flow of blood dried up.

She felt in her body that she was healed of her
affliction. Jesus, aware at once that power had
gone out from him, turned around in the crowd and
asked, "Who has touched my clothes?"

But his disciples said to him,

"You see how the crowd is pressing upon you,

and yet you ask, Who touched me?"

And he looked around to see who had done it.

The woman, realizing what had happened to her,
approached in fear and trembling. She fell down
before Jesus and told him the whole truth.

He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has saved you.
Go in peace and be cured of your affliction.”

While he was still speaking,

people from the synagogue official's house arrived
and said,

"Your daughter has died; why trouble the teacher
any longer?"

Disregarding the message that was reported,

Jesus said to the synagogue official,

"Do not be afraid; just have faith."

He did not allow anyone to accompany him inside
except Peter, James, and John, the brother of
James. When they arrived at the house of the
synagogue official, he caught sight of a commotion,
people weeping and wailing loudly. So he went in
and said to them, "Why this commotion and
weeping?

The child is not dead but asleep.”

And they ridiculed him. Then he put them all out.
He took along the child's father and mother

and those who were with him and entered the room
where the child was. He took the child by the hand
and said to her, "Talitha koum,” which means,
"Little girl, | say to you, arise!"

The girl, a child of twelve, arose immediately and
walked around.

At that they were utterly astounded.

He gave strict orders that no one should know this
and said that she should be given something to eat.
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Born :

Patronage :

Feast day: February 5

. Agatha of Sicily

in prison at Catania or Palermo, Sicily (sources vary)

Died: martyred c.250 at Catania, Sicily by being rolled on coals

Elisabetta Canori Mora

Born: 21 November 1774 in Rome, Italy

Beatified : 24 April 1994 by Pope John Paul 11

St. Gonsalo Garcia

Saint Gonsalo Garcia (1556-1597) is a Roman Catholic saint from India. Born in the western coastal town of Vasai, an exurb of the city of Bombay, he
preached from the Bassein fort during the time the town was under Portuguese colonial rule. The feast of St. Garcia has traditionally been held on the
first Sunday nearest to the neap tide following Christmas in Vasai.

Patron of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Bombay

Died: e the night of 5 February 1825 in Rome, Italye buried at the Church of San Carlino alle Quattro Fontane, Rome

Birth: 1556
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We have little reliable information about this martyr, who has been honoured since ancient times, and whose name is included in the canon of the
Mass. Young, beautiful and rich, Agatha lived a life consecrated to God. When Decius announced the edicts against Christians, the magistrate
Quinctianus tried to profit by Agatha's sanctity; he planned to blackmail her into sex in exchange for not charging her. Handed over to a brothel, she
refused to accept customers. After rejecting Quinctianus's advances, she was beaten, imprisoned, tortured, her breasts were crushed and cut off. She
told the judge, "Cruel man, have you forgotten your mother and the breast that nourished you, that you dare to mutilate me this way?" One version
has it that Saint Peter healed her. She was then imprisoned again, then rolled on live coals; when she was near death, an earthquake stuck. In the
destruction that followed, a friend of the magistrate was crushed, and the magistrate fled. Agatha thanked God for an end to her pain, and died.

Legend says that carrying her veil, taken from her tomb in Catania, in procession has averted eruptions of Mount Etna. Her intercession is reported to
have saved Malta from Turkish invasion in 1551.

e against breast cancere against breast diseasee against earthquakese against eruptions of Mount Etnae against firee against natural
disasterse against sterilitye against volcanic eruptionse bell-founderse fire preventione jewelerse martyrse nursese rape victimse single laywomene
torture victimse wet-nursese Maltae San Marinoe 64 cities

Bl.

Born to a wealthy Italian noble family, the daughter of Tommaso and Teresa Primoli. She married Cristoforo Mora on 10 January 1796. Cristoforo, a
lawyer, was jealous, controlling, and became suspicious of Elisabetta's family ties; he finally became resentful, abusive, then cold and indifferent to
her. Along the way they had four daughters, two of whom died in infancy. Cristoforo took up with another woman, spent the family funds on her, and
finally deserted Elisabetta and the girls, leaving them in poverty. Elisabetta's health broke, she became very ill, and was finally compelled to sell
inherited jewelry and her wedding dress to pay her bills. She dedicated herself to caring for her children, to prayer, and to a quiet ministry of caring
for the sick and the poor, especially poor families. Trinitarian tertiary. Her reputation for holiness spread, as did a reputation for mystic experiences
and miracles. Her prayers certainly achieved one amazing result - after her death, Cristoforo changed his life, joined in the Franciscans, and became a
priest in Sezze, Italy.

Gonsalo Garcia was born Gundi Slavus Garcia-- to a Portuguese father and a Canarese (resident of the Konkan coast) mother in Bassein, on February
5, 1557. He was the right hand of father St. Peter Baptist Superior of Franciscan mission in Japan. He was tutored by Fr. Sebastian Goncalves, a Jesuit
priest working in Vasai, in the college near Bassein fort. Garcia studied under the tutelage of the Jesuits for eight years from 1564 to 1572. Then, at
the age of fifteen, Fr. Sebastian took Garcia to Japan. He soon managed to learn the language and since was seen as an affable person; he soon
became popular in the local community as a catechist. He resigned and left to Alcao to set up trade. His business prospered and branches were
opened in different locales in Southeast Asia.

Gonsalo's long cherished dream to be a Jesuit did not materialise and moved on to Manila in the Philippines as a lay missionary. In the Philippines, he
was influenced by a Franciscan priest, Fr. Peter Baptista and soon joined the Seraphic Order as a lay brother. After working with the leprosy patients
there he was formally ordained as a Franciscan as the Friars Minor at Manila.

On May 26, 1592, the Spanish governor in the Philippines sent Gonsalo on a diplomatic mission back to Japan along with Baptista. After working for
four years, the Japanese shogun suspected the missionaries of sedition and were placed under house arrest in their monastery in Miaco (Kyoto) on 8
December 1596. A few days afterwards, when they were singing vespers, they were arrested, manacled and immured.

On January 3, 1597, the left ears of twenty-six confessors among them Garcia, were exscinded; but were then collected in reverence by the local
Christians. On February 5, Garcia was crucified on Nagasaki Hills with twenty six of his companions. St. Garcia was the first to be extended on, and
nailed to, the cross, which was then erected in the middle of those of his companions. Fr. Gonsalo, the first to arrive, went straight to one of the
crosses and asked "Is this mine?". The reply was "It is not". Then he was taken to another cross, where he knelt down and embraced it. The others,
one after another, started doing the same. "That was quite a sight, the way Br. Philip was embracing his cross. . .
[3] Two lances impaled his body through his heart. While being nailed, Garcia sang praises of God, earning him the martyr's title.

" comments one of the witnesses.

In 1627, Garcia and his fellow martyrs were declared as Venerable by Pope Urban VIII. The martyr's feast day occurs on Feb 5th and in 1629, their
veneration was permitted throughout the Catholic Church. On June 8, 1862 Garcia was declared a saint by Pope Pius IX. The Gonsalo Garcia Church in
Vasai was built in 1942 and renovated in 1957. A weeklong feast is celebrated there in February in his honour. The church is tallest church in Vasai
[citation needed]. It was built by Msgr. Louise Caitan D'souza a Goan priest.

Death: 1597
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