
 

 

St. John Nepomucene Neumann 

Son of Philip, who was German and owned a stocking factory, and Agnes Neumann who was Czech. John was a small and quiet boy with four sisters 
and a brother, and was named after Saint John Nepomucene. An excellent student, John early felt drawn to religious life. Seminarian at Budweis, 
Bohemia in 1813, he studied astronomy and botany in addition to theological topics. Studied theology at Charles Ferdinand University at Prague in 
1833. 

When time came for John's ordination, his bishop was sick; the ordination was never re-scheduled as Bohemia had an over-abundance of priests. John 
decided to go to America to ask for ordination, and to work with emigres. He walked most of the way to France, then took ship for America. 

John arrived unannounced in Manhattan in 1836. Bishop John Dubois was happy to see him as there were 36 priests for the 200,000 Catholics in New 
York and New Jersey. John was ordained on 28 June 1836, and sent to Buffalo. There the parish priest, Father Pax, gave him the choice of the city of 
Buffalo or of the rural area; John chose the more difficult country area. He stayed in a small town with an unfinished church, and when it was 
completed, he moved to a town with a log church. There he built himself a small log cabin, rarely lit a fire, slept little, often lived on bread and water, 
and walked miles to visit farm after remote farm. John's parishioners were from many lands and tongues, but John knew twelve languages, and 
worked with them all. 

He joined the Redemptorists at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1840, taking his vows at Baltimore, Maryland in 1841, the first Redemptorist to do so in 
the United States. Home missioner in Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Rector of Saint Philomena church in Pittsburgh in 1844. Vice-regent 
and superior of the Redemptorists in America in 1847. Bishop of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1852. Bishop John built fifty churches and began 
building a cathedral. He opened almost one hundred schools, and the number of parochial school students in his diocese grew from 500 to 9,000. He 
wrote newspaper articles, two catechisms, and many works in German. First American man and first American bishop to be canonized. 

Born : 28 March 1811 at Prachititz, Bohemia (Czech Republic) 

Died : • 5 January 1860 of a stroke at 13th and Vine Streets, Philadephia, Pennsylvania• interred in a glass tomb under the altar at the National 
Shrine of Saint John Neumann in Philadelphia 

Canonized : 19 June 1977 by Pope Paul VI 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Bl. Marcelina Darowska 

Born to a land-owning Polish family, Marcellina was a pious child with a love of prayer. Though she would have preferred a religious life, she promised 
her dying father that she would marry and raise a family. Married Karol Darowski in 1849, and sanctified her marriage "by living only in God and for 
God." Karol died less than 3 years later, leaving her a widowed mother of two. Her son died a year later, and she wrote, "The way of the world was 
not chosen for me by God's will; the way of the convent was, indeed, my destiny." 

She traveled to Rome, Italy in 1854 for reasons of health, and there met Father Hieronim Kajsiewicz, a Resurrectionist who became her spiritual 
director. Through him she met Josephine Karska, who wished to found a religious community dedicated to the overall formation of women. The result 
was the Congregation of the Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Josephine suffered with typhus for years, and died in 1860, leaving Marcelina as Superior of the new religious family, which numbered no more than 
four. In 1863 Marcelina moved them to her homeland. At Jazlowiec, Archdiocese of Lviv, Ukraine, she opened her first school for girls. It soon became 
an important spiritual and cultural center. 

Marcelina approached women's education believing that on it depends the re-birth of the family, the foundation of a morally healthy society. She 
stressed the following to sisters and students: the primacy of God over everything, truth, mutual trust, and unselfishness. She offered help to the 
poor, working for tuition-free elementary schools at every convent. During her 50 years as Superior she opened seven convents with formation 
institutes and schools for children. 

Born : 28 January 1827 at Szulaki, Poland (now in Ukraine) as Marcelina Kotowicz 

Died : 5 January 1911 at Jazlowiec, Poland (now in Ukraine) of natural causes 

Beatified : 6 October 1996 by Pope John Paul II 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Charles of Mount Argus 

Fourth of eleven children born to Peter Joseph and Elizabeth Jane Houban. Made his first Communion at age 13. Studied at Sittard; he was a slow 
learner, but a very dedicated student. Enlisted in the military in 1840, and served five years. After the military, Joannes worked briefly in his uncle's 
mill. He joined the Passionists at Ere, Belgium on 5 November 1845, taking the name Charles of Saint Andrew. Ordained on 21 December 1850. 

Assigned to England in 1852 where he often worked with Irish immigrants fleeing the Potato Famine. Transferred on 6 July 1857 to a retreat house in 
an area near Dublin, Ireland called Mount Argus. Except for a brief trip to England in 1866, he spent the rest of his remaining 36 years there. He 
invigorated the area faithful, and was a noted healer. When word of his holiness spread, carriages came to fetch him to the bed side of the sick, and 
he daily received mounds of mail with prayer requests. The whole city, including non-Catholics, recognized the holiness of Father Charles, and 
mourned his passing. 

Born: 11 December 1821 in Munstergeleen, Limburg, Netherlands as Joannes Andreas Houben 

Died : • 5 January 1893 at Mount Argus, Ireland from an infected leg wound received in a carriage accident• buried at Mount Argus, Dublin, Ireland 

Canonized : 3 June 2007 by Pope Benedict XVI at Saint Peter's Basilica, Rome, Italy 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Today’s 

Reading 1       1 JN 3:11-21 

 
 
Beloved: 
This is the message you have heard from the 
beginning: 

we should love one another, 
unlike Cain who belonged to the Evil One 
and slaughtered his brother.  
Why did he slaughter him?  
Because his own works were evil, 
and those of his brother righteous.  
Do not be amazed, then, brothers and sisters, if the 
world hates you.  
We know that we have passed from death to life 
because we love our brothers. 
Whoever does not love remains in death.  
Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 
and you know that no murderer has eternal life 
remaining in him. 
The way we came to know love 
was that he laid down his life for us; 
so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 
If someone who has worldly means 
sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion, 
how can the love of God remain in him?  
Children, let us love not in word or speech 
but in deed and truth. 
 
Now this is how we shall know that we belong to 
the truth 
and reassure our hearts before him 
in whatever our hearts condemn, 
for God is greater than our hearts and knows 
everything.  
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, 
we have confidence in God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm             100:1B-2, 3, 4, 5 

 
 
 
R. (2a)  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; 
serve the LORD with gladness; 

come before him with joyful song. 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Know that the LORD is God; 
he made us, his we are; 
his people, the flock he tends. 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
his courts with praise; 
Give thanks to him; bless his name. 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
The LORD is good: 
the LORD, whose kindness endures forever, 
and his faithfulness, to all generations. 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Alleluia 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord. 
Today a great light has come upon the earth. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

 Gospel     JN 1:43-51 

 
 
Jesus decided to go to Galilee, and he found Philip.  
And Jesus said to him, "Follow me."  
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the town of Andrew 
and Peter.  
Philip found Nathanael and told him, 
"We have found the one about whom Moses wrote 
in the law,  
and also the prophets, Jesus, son of Joseph, from 
Nazareth."  

But Nathanael said to him, 
"Can anything good come from Nazareth?"  
Philip said to him, "Come and see."  
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of 
him, 
"Here is a true child of Israel.  
There is no duplicity in him."  
Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?"  
Jesus answered and said to him, 
"Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig 
tree."  
Nathanael answered him, 
"Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of 
Israel."  
Jesus answered and said to him, 
"Do you believe  
because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree?  
You will see greater things than this."  
And he said to him, "Amen, amen, I say to you,  
you will see the sky opened and the angels of God  
ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:    

  How can we know with certainty that Jesus is truly who he 
claims to be - the Son of God and Savior of the world? Philip was 
eager to tell his friend Nathaniel (who is also known as 
Bartholomew in Matthew 10:3 and Luke 6:14) about his decision 
to be a disciple of Jesus. Philip tried to convince his friend that 
Jesus was the Messiah, whom Moses and the prophets had 
foretold would come. Nathanial was very skeptical because he 
didn't think it was possible for the Messiah to come from 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee. Nathaniel not only disliked the town 
of Nazareth, he despised its residents as unworthy Jews. "How 
could anything good come from such a place?"  

Nazareth was at the crossroads of the ancient world where 
people from different cultures and religions would pass through. 
Perhaps Nathaniel thought  its religious teachers were not 
orthodox enough in their understanding and interpretation of the 
law of Moses. Besides, how could the Messiah come from Galilee 
when the prophets said he would come from Bethlehem of 
Judaea? Aren't we all a bit like Nathaniel? We are skeptical when 
someone tries to convince us of the truth until we can 
comprehend it for ourselves. 

A skeptical but earnest search for God's truth 

So what kind of proof did Philip offer to Nathanael? Rather than 
argue with his friend, Philip took the wiser strategy of inviting 
Nathanael  to "come and see" for himself who this Jesus claimed 
to be. Clever arguments rarely win people to the Gospel - but an 
encounter with the person of Jesus Christ can change one's life 
forever. When people are receptive to the word of Christ and 
when they see his love in action, the Lord Jesus himself, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, touches their hearts and opens their 
minds to recognize that he truly is the Son of God who reveals the 
Father's love and truth to us. 

When Philip brought Nathanael to Jesus, Jesus did something 
which only God could do! He opened Nathanael's heart and his 
innermost thoughts and desires to God's revelation. Jesus called 
Nathanael a true "Israelite in whom there is no guile." God had 
chosen Jacob, who was given the name Israel, over his twin 
brother Essau, because Jacob was a man of faith, without guile or 
cunning like Essau (Genesis 25:27).  Nathanael, like Jacob, 
hungered for God and believed in God's promises. Nathanael 
knew the Scriptures. He had read the law and the prophets. And 
like Jacob he was waiting for the fulfillment of God's promises to 
his people Israel. Nathanael was an earnest seeker of God. He not 
only sought to grow in understanding of God's word, but he 
sought an intimate personal relationship with God as well. That is 
why he was willing to meet Jesus, to see if perhaps this miracle 
worker from Galilee might be the long-awaited Messiah and 
Savior. 

God's word brings blessing and refreshment for those who 
receive it 

What is the significance of Jesus' revelation of seeing Nathanael 
"under the fig tree"? For the people of Israel, the fig tree was a 
symbol of God's peace and blessing (1 Kings 4:24b-25, Micah 
4:4). It provided shade from the midday sun and a cool refreshing 
place to retreat, pray, and reflect on God's word. Rabbis often 
gathered their disciples under the shade of the fig tree to teach 
them the wisdom and revelation of God's word in the Scriptures. 
The rabbis had an expression for comparing the fig tree to being 
nourished with God's word in Scripture, "He who tends the fig 
tree will eat its fruit." 

Jesus offers the greatest gift possible - peace and friendship with 
God 

It is very likely that Nathanael had been thinking about God's 
word  while sitting  "under his fig tree" and reflecting on God's 
promise to send a Messiah King who would free his people from 
sin and oppression and usher in God's kingdom of righteousness 
and peace for the whole world. Perhaps Nathanael dozed off for a 
midday nap and dreamt of God's kingdom like Jacob had dreamt 
when God gave him a vision of a great ladder which united earth 
with heaven (see Genesis 28:12-17). Through the gift of 
revelation Nathanael recognized that Jesus was truly the Messiah, 
the everlasting "Son of God and King of Israel" (John 1:49).  The 
Lord Jesus offered Nathanael the greatest gift of all - the gift of 
friendship with God and the offer of free access to God's throne in 
heaven. 

Jesus promises that we will dwell with the living God 

What does Jesus mean when he says "you will see heaven 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of man"? One of the most remarkable revelations 
recorded in the Bible is the dream of Jacob (Genesis 28:12-17). 
God had opened a door for Jacob that brought him and his people 
into a new relationship with the living God. In Jacob's dream God 
revealed his angelic host and showed him the very throne of 
heaven and promised Jacob that he and his descendants would 
dwell with the living God. 

Jesus, the Son of God, unites earth and heaven in himself  

Jesus' response to Nathanael's new faith in accepting Jesus as 

the Messiah is the promise that Jesus himself will open the way 
for free access to the very throne of God in heaven. Jesus is the 
fulfillment of God's promise to Jacob and his descendants - he is 
the way to the Father in heaven and the true "ladder (or 
stairway) which unites earth with heaven." In Jesus' incarnation, 
the divine Son of God taking on human flesh for our sake, we see 
the union of heaven and earth - God making his dwelling with us 
and bringing us into the heavenly reality of his kingdom through 
his Son, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus gives us free access to God's presence 

Jesus' death on the cross, where he defeated sin and won new 
life for us through his resurrection, opens the way for each of us 
to come into a new relationship with God as his adopted sons and 
daughters. The Lord Jesus opens the way for each one of us to 
"ascend to heaven" and to bring "heaven to earth" in the daily 
circumstances of our lives. God's kingdom is present in those who 
seek him and who strive to do his will. Through the gift of faith 
God opens a door for each one of us to the heavenly reality of his 
kingdom. Do you see with the "eyes of faith" what the Lord Jesus 
has done for us? 

"Heavenly Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, you have 
opened the way to heaven for each one of us. As you personally 
revealed yourself to your beloved patriarchs and apostles, so 
reveal yourself to me that I may recognize your presence with me 
and know the power of your kingdom at work in my life. May I 
always find joy and peace in your presence and never lose sight 
of your everlasting kingdom." 
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The Bible in one year:  
JANUARY 

 
01 Gen 1–2, Isa 1:1–20, Matt 1, Ps 

1 
02 Gen 3–4, Isa 1:21–31, Matt 2, 

Ps 2:1–8 

03 Gen 5, Isa 2, Matt 3, Ps 2:9–12 
04 Gen 6–7, Isa 3, Matt 4, Ps 3 

05 Gen 8–9, Isa 4:1–5:16, Matt 5:1

–19, Ps 4 
06 Gen 10–11, Isa 5:17–30, Matt 

5:20–48, Ps 5:title–5 

07 Gen 12–13, Isa 6:1–7:13, Matt 
6:1–15, Ps 5:6–12 

08 Gen 14–15, Isa 7:14–25, Matt 

6:16–34, Ps 6:title–6 
09 Gen 16–17, Isa 8, Matt 7, Ps 

6:7–7:3 

10 Gen 18–19, Isa 9, Matt 8:1–17, 
Ps 7:4–10 

11 Gen 20–21, Isa 10, Matt 8:18–

34, Ps 7:11–17 
12 Gen 22, Isa 11, Matt 9:1–27, Ps 

8 

13 Gen 23:1–24:38, Isa 12, Matt 
9:28–38, Ps 9:title–3 

14 Gen 24:39–25:34, Isa 13, Matt 

10, Ps 9:4–10 
15 Gen 26, Isa 14, Matt 11:1–12, 

Ps 9:11–20 

16 Gen 27, Isa 15, Matt 11:13–30, 
Ps 10:1–4 

17 Gen 28–29, Isa 16–17, Matt 

12:1–26, Ps 10:5–11 
18 Gen 30, Isa 18:1–19:13, Matt 

12:27–50, Ps 10:12–18 

19 Gen 31, Isa 19:14–20:6, Matt 
13:1–19, Ps 11 

20 Gen 32, Isa 21, Matt 13:20–41, 

Ps 12 
21 Gen 33–34, Isa 22, Matt 13:42–

58, Ps 13 

22 Gen 35–36, Isa 23, Matt 14, Ps 
14:title–3 

23 Gen 37, Isa 24, Matt 15:1–12, 

Ps 14:4–7 
24 Gen 38–39, Isa 25, Matt 15:13–

39, Ps 15:title–16:3 

25 Gen 40, Isa 26–27, Matt 16:1–

17, Ps 16:4–11 

26 Gen 41, Isa 28:1–14, Matt 
16:18–17:11, Ps 17:title–6 

27 Gen 42–43, Isa 28:15–29, Matt 

17:12–27, Ps 17:7–15 
28 Gen 44, Isa 29, Matt 18, Ps 

18:title–4 

29 Gen 45–46, Isa 30:1–21, Matt 
19:1–14, Ps 18:5–11 

30 Gen 47, Isa 30:22–31:9, Matt 

19:15–30, Ps 18:12–18 
31 Gen 48–49, Isa 32, Matt 20, Ps 

18:19–25 

  

 "Come and see"  

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading  1 JN 3:11-21  Responsorial Psalm  100:1B-2, 3, 4, 5 
    2nd Reading     Gospel  JN 1:43-51 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading 1 COR 2:11-15  Gospel  LK 12:35-40 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading EPH 6:10-17   Gospel  LK 3:1-6 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Prayer Before Mass 

 

Prayer After Mass  

Weekly Guide for 

Daily prayer 
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