
 

 

Sts. Cyril and Methodius 

These two brothers were born in Thessalonica of a senatorial family. Saint Cyril was sent to Constantinople to study, where he became known as the 
Philosopher; but it was the Holy Church that he desired to serve, and he was ordained a priest. While Cyril was still young, the Patriarch of 
Constantinople recommended in the year 848 to the reigning Emperor to place him at the head of a mission which was to be sent to the Khazars of 
the eastern Danube region. Their king desired to learn of Christianity and had requested missionaries. Cyril asked for the time to learn the Turkish 
language which this people spoke, and after only a short while was ready to preach. The prince of the Khazars received Baptism and the entire nation 
soon followed his example. Cyril founded churches and furnished them with excellent ministers, then returned to Constantinople, refusing all presents 
offered him by his converts. 

He was next missioned to Bulgaria with his younger brother Methodius, who was a monk of eminent sanctity. This nation, which had migrated like the 
Khazars from the east, had settled in the Moldavian region and a part of Hungary; they had been exposed to Christianity by some Greek prisoners, 
and the sister of their king had become a Christian by the good offices of the empress Theodora. When Saint Methodius, an excellent artist, was 
delegated to paint in the palace for the king, as he requested, a scene which could frighten the beholders, he chose for subject the Last Judgment. The 
king was so impressed that after being instructed he was baptized, in 865, with forty-eight of his followers. The nation followed their leaders after a 
brief revolt had been promptly quieted. 

The two brothers preached also in Moravia, invited there by the pious king of that nation, whom they baptized with most of his subjects. It was there 
that Saint Cyril invented a Slavonic alphabet, translating the Bible and other writings from Greek and Latin into the language of the Slavic peoples. In 
867 the missionaries went to Rome, where Saint Cyril, who was ill, died soon afterwards. 

Saint Methodius was named bishop of Moravia and Pannonia or Hungary. Difficulties were not lacking, but he remained there until 880, when he 
returned to Rome to justify his conduct, which certain enemies had accused to the Pope. The Pope cleared him before the adversaries, and settled 
some questions regarding the language to be used in worship. He permitted the Mass to be said in the Slavic language, not to the exclusion, however, 
of Latin. Saint Methodius also baptized the king of the Bohemians, and again many of the king's subjects followed his example. The Saint lived for 
about 20 years after his brother's decease; the exact date of his death is unknown. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

St. Valentine of Rome 

Priest in Rome, possibly a bishop. Physician. Imprisoned for giving aid to martyrs in prison, and while there converted the jailer by restoring sight to 
the jailer's daughter. While Valentine of Terni and Valentine of Rome sometimes have separate entries in martyrologies and biographies, most scholars 
believe they are the same person. 

There are several theories about the origin of Valentine's Day celebrations that relate to love and sentiment. Some believe the Romans had a mid-
February custom where boys drew the names of girls in honour of the sex and fertility goddess, Februata Juno; pastors "baptised" this holiday, like 
some others, by substituting the names of saints such as Valentine to suppress the practice. Others maintain that the custom of sending Valentines on 
14 February stems from the belief that birds begin to pair on that date; by 1477 the English associated lovers with the feast of Valentine because on 
that day "every bird chooses him a mate." The custom of men and women writing love letters to their Valentine started on this day. Other "romance" 
traditions have become attached to this feast, including pinning bay leaves to your pillow on Valentine's Eve so that you will see your future mate that 
night in your dreams. 

Died: • beaten and beheaded c.269 at Rome, Italy• buried on the Flaminian Way outside Rome• relics later translated to the Church of Saint Praxedes 

Patronage: • affianced couples• against epilepsy• against fainting• against plague• apiarists, bee keepers• betrothed couples• Bussolengo, Italy• 
engaged couples• greeting card manufacturers• greetings• happy marriages• love• lovers• travellers• young people 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St. Modestinus of Avellino 

Born to the nobility of Asia Minor. Bishop of Antioch, Turkey in 302, working with Saint Fiorentinus and Saint Flavianus. Imprisoned in the persecutions 
of Diocletian, he was miraculously freed and fled to Italy. There he was imprisoned for his faith in Locri, Italy by the local governor, but was released 
after he healed the governor‘s daughter through prayer; the governor and his family converted to Christianity. Evangelist in the area of Avellino, Italy, 
thought to have been led by Michael the Archangel to the places that most needed his preaching; reported to have convered 4,000 in one area. 
Imprisoned and martyred in persecutions of Maximian. 

Born: c.245 in Antioch (modern Turkey) 

Died: • burned to death by being wrapped in heated armor on 14 February 311 in Mercogliano, diocese of Avellino, Italy• relics re-discovered 1166–
1167 during a construction project led by Bishop William of Avellino• relics re-interred in the crypt of the cathedral of Avellino on 10 June 1167 

Canonized: • Pre-Congregation• at the request of Bishop Francis of Avellino, in 1308 Pope Clement V granted an indulgence to those who made a 
pilgrimage to their shrine 

Patronage: • Avellino, Italy, city of (given in 1220 by Ruggiero of Avellino)• Avellino, Italy, diocese of (given in 1220 by Ruggiero of Avellino)• 
Mercogliano, Italy 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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St. Andre Bessette 

Today’s  Saints 

Reading 1                  1 KGS 11:29-32; 

12:19 
 
 

Jeroboam left Jerusalem, 
and the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met him 

on the road. 
The two were alone in the area, 
and the prophet was wearing a new cloak. 
 
Ahijah took off his new cloak, 
tore it into twelve pieces, and said to 
Jeroboam: 

 
“Take ten pieces for yourself; 
the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 
‘I will tear away the kingdom from Solomon’s 
grasp 

and will give you ten of the tribes. 
 

One tribe shall remain to him for the sake of 
David my servant, 
and of Jerusalem, 
the city I have chosen out of all the tribes of 
Israel.’” 
 

Israel went into rebellion against David’s 
house to this day. 
 

Responsorial Psalm            81:10-11AB, 12

-13, 14-15 
 

R.    (11a and 9a)  I am the Lord, your God: 
hear my voice. 

“There shall be no strange god among you 
nor shall you worship any alien god. 
I, the LORD, am your God 
who led you forth from the land of Egypt.” 
R.    I am the Lord, your God: hear my voice. 
“My people heard not my voice, 
and Israel obeyed me not; 

So I gave them up to the hardness of their 
hearts; 
they walked according to their own counsels.” 
R.    I am the Lord, your God: hear my voice. 
“If only my people would hear me, 
and Israel walk in my ways, 

Quickly would I humble their enemies; 

against their foes I would turn my hand.” 
R.    I am the Lord, your God: hear my voice. 
 
Alleluia ACTS 16:14B 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Open our hearts, O Lord, 

to listen to the words of your Son. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Gospel    MK 7:31-37 

 
 
 

Jesus left the district of Tyre 

and went by way of Sidon to the Sea of 
Galilee, 
into the district of the Decapolis. 
 
And people brought to him a deaf man who 
had a speech impediment 
and begged him to lay his hand on him. 

 
He took him off by himself away from the 
crowd. 
 
He put his finger into the man’s ears 
and, spitting, touched his tongue; 
then he looked up to heaven and groaned, 

and said to him, 

“Ephphatha!” (that is, “Be opened!”) 
And immediately the man’s ears were opened, 
his speech impediment was removed, 
and he spoke plainly. 
 

He ordered them not to tell anyone. 
 
But the more he ordered them not to, 
the more they proclaimed it. 
 
They were exceedingly astonished and they 
said, 

“He has done all things well. 
He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

 Prayer  for All Souls Meditation:    

 How do you expect the Lord Jesus to 

treat you when you ask for his help? Do 

you approach with fear and doubt, or 

with faith and confidence? Jesus never 

turned anyone aside who approached 

him with sincerity and trust. And 

whatever Jesus did, he did well. He 

demonstrated both the beauty and 

goodness of God in his actions. 

The Lord's touch awakens faith and 

brings healing 

When Jesus approaches a man who is 

both deaf and a stutterer, Jesus shows his 

considerateness for this man's 

predicament. Jesus takes him aside 

privately, not doubt to remove him from 

embarrassment with a noisy crowd of 

gawkers (onlookers). Jesus then puts his 

fingers into the deaf man's ears and he 

touches the man's tongue with his own 

spittle to physically identify with this 

man's infirmity and to awaken faith in 

him. With a word of command the poor 

man's ears were opened, his tongue was 

released, and he spoke plainly. 

What is the significance of Jesus putting 

his fingers into the man's ears? Gregory 

the Great, a church father from the 6th 

century, comments on this miracle: "The 

Spirit is called the finger of God. When 

the Lord puts his fingers into the ears of 

the deaf mute, he was opening the soul 

of man to faith through the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit." 

The transforming power of kindness 

and compassion 

The people's response to this miracle 

testifies to Jesus' great care for 

others: He has done all things well. No 

problem or burden was too much for 

Jesus' careful consideration. The Lord 

treats each of us with kindness and 

compassion and he calls us to treat one 

another in like manner. The Holy Spirit 

who dwells within us enables us to love 

as Jesus loves. Do you show kindness 

and compassion to your neighbors and 

do you treat them with considerateness 

as Jesus did? 

"Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy 

Spirit and inflame my heart with love 

and compassion. Make me attentive to 

the needs of others that I may show them 

kindness and care. Make me an 

instrument of your mercy and peace that 

I may help others find healing and 

wholeness in you." 
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The Bible in one year:   
FEBRUARY 

 
01 Gen 50, Isa 33, Matt 21:1–

16, Ps 18:26–32 

 02 Exod 1–3, Isa 34, Matt 

21:17–46, Ps 18:33–39 

 03 Exod 4–5, Isa 35, Matt 22:1

–13, Ps 18:40–46 

 04 Exod 6, Isa 36, Matt 22:14–

35, Ps 18:47–50 

 05 Exod 7–8, Isa 37:1–27, 

Matt 22:36–23:11, Ps 19:title–9 

 06 Exod 9–10, Isa 37:28–38, 

Matt 23:12–39, Ps 19:10–14 

 07 Exod 11:1–12:25, Isa 38–

39, Matt 24:1–15, Ps 20 

 08 Exod 12:26–13:22, Isa 40:1

–20, Matt 24:16–37, Ps 21:title

–5 

 09 Exod 14–15, Isa 40:21–31, 

Matt 24:38–51, Ps 21:6–13 

 10 Exod 16, Isa 41, Matt 25:1–

30, Ps 22:title–5 

 11 Exod 17–18, Isa 42, Matt 

25:31–46, Ps 22:6–13 

 12 Exod 19–20, Isa 43:1–15, 

Matt 26:1–27, Ps 22:14–20 

 13 Exod 21:1–22:1, Exod 22:4, 

Exod 22:2–31, 

  Isa 43:16–28, Matt 26:28–49, 

Ps 22:21–27 

 14 Exod 23, Isa 44, Matt 26:50

–75, Ps 22:28–31 

 15 Exod 24–25, Isa 45, Matt 

27:1–18, Ps 23 

 16 Exod 26, Isa 46, Matt 27:19

–40, Ps 24 

 17 Exod 27–28, Isa 47, Matt 

27:41–66, Ps 25:title–5 

 18 Exod 29, Isa 48, Matt 28, Ps 

25:6–12 

 19 Exod 30, Isa 49, Mark 1:1–

19, Ps 25:13–22 

 20 Exod 31–32, Isa 50, Mark 

1:20–45, Ps 26:title–3 

 21 Exod 33–34, Isa 51, Mark 

2, Ps 26:4–12 

 22 Exod 35, Isa 52–53, Mark 

3:1–11, Ps 27:title–4 

 23 Exod 36, Isa 54, Mark 3:12

–35, Ps 27:5–14 

 24 Exod 37–38, Isa 55–56, 

Mark 4:1–20, Ps 28:title–3 

 25 Exod 39, Isa 57, Mark 4:21

–41, Ps 28:4–9 

 26 Exod 40, Isa 58, Mark 5:1–

23, Ps 29:title–7 

 27 Lev 1–3, Isa 59, Mark 5:24

–43, Ps 29:8–11 

 28 Lev 4–5, Isa 60, Mark 6:1–

23, Ps 30 

  

"He has done all things well" 

Today’s Bible Readings  
Latin Rite   1st Reading    1 KGS 11:29-32; 12:19 Responsorial Psalm  81:10-11AB, 12-13, 14
-15    2nd Reading     Gospel     MK 7:31-37 
Syro-Malabar Rite  1st Reading HEB 13:7-9,17-19  Gospel  MT 16:24-28 
Syro-Malankara Rite 1st Reading HEB 4:12-16   Gospel  MT 12:33-37 
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We dedicate this 

website to the 

Generous Heart of 

Mother Mary 

 

     D A I L Y  H I G H L I G H T S ,  M A S S  R E A D I N G , D A I L Y  S A I N T S ,  P R A Y E R S …  

 

Mission of Jesus, is a Non 

profitable, service oriented 

website, This site belongs to 

each and every Christian 

who view this website. This 

is our 19th Year of Service 

on the Web. 

This site is been developed 

with the help of many of the 

Christian Brothers around 

the world, we do even invite 

you Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ to send us related 

information about your 

Testimonials and News 

letters so that we could add 

them into our website. 
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Prayer of St. Gertrude the 
great dictated by Our Lady 
to release 1,000 Souls from 
Purgatory each time it is 
said. The prayer was extend 
to include living sinners 
which would alleviate the 
indebtedness accrued to 
them during their lives. 

“Eternal Father, I offer 
Thee the Most precious 
Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus in union with the 
Masses said throughout 
the world today, for all 
the holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners 
in the Universal Church, 
those in my own home 
and within my family. 
Amen.” 

St. Gertrude the Great was 
born in Germany in 1263. 
She was a Benedictine Nun, 
and meditated on the 
Passion of Christ, which 
many times brought floods 
of tears to her eyes. She did 
many penances, and Our 
Lady appeared to her many 
times. Her holy Soul passed 
away in 1334. November 16 
is her Feast Day.  

Abortion isn't a lesser evil, 
it's a crime. Taking one life 

to save another, that's 
what the Mafia does. It's a 
crime. It's an absolute evil. 

 
Pope Francis 

 
 

Memorial of Saints Cyril, monk, and Methodius, bishop 
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